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I hope you have heard us refer to STEM, a recent addition to the educa-
tional community’s alphabet soup of acronyms. STEM stands for Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. The integration and application 
of STEM learning is a focus across all levels of education throughout the 

nation. Powerful learning occurs 
when students use their knowledge 
and skills from all disciplines to 
solve complex 
real-world prob-
lems. 
Critical think-

ing and problem 
solving are 
considered by 
many to be the 
new basics of 21st century learning. 
MPS has several programs that en-
gage students at this high level with 
real-world challenges. 
One example is our robotics teams 

competing and succeeding at a high 
level as evidenced by the junior high 
teams facilitated by David Bandy 
and high school team facilitated by 
Willie Price, in collaboration with 

the Indian Capital Technology Center, receiving invitations to compete at the 
national level. 
Two other examples are the “Project Lead The Way” programs, including 

the pre-engineering program facilitated by Janet Lopez and biomedical 
sciences program facilitated by Curt Denton. 
Both of these programs challenge students to solve real-world issues. 

Pre-engineering is more than just another high school engineering program. 
It is about applying engineering, science, math, and technology to solve 
complex, open-ended problems in a real-world context. 
Students focus on the process of defining and solving a problem, not get-

ting the “right” answer. They learn how to apply STEM knowledge, skills, 

and habits of mind to make the world a better place through innovation. 
The rigorous and relevant biomedical sciences sequence allows students to 

investigate the roles of biomedical professionals as they study the concepts 
of human medicine, physiology, genetics, microbiology, and public health. 
Students engage in activities such as investigating the death of a fictional 

person, learning content in the context of real-world cases. Programs like 
this prepare students for college or a career by teaching them to think deeply 

and to look for new 
solutions to old 
problems. 
Nonetheless, 

Creek Elementary 
Principal Rick Hoos 
recently attended 
training which indi-

cated there is something missing in STEM.
The “A” is missing.
Hoos learned that if we add the “A” for the arts, we have STEAM - which 

can generate a powerful force. The ability to solve problems in new ways, 
to invent new technologies, or even to discover new branches of knowledge 
and invent entirely new industries will demand creativity and imagination. 
Former Secretary of Education, Richard Riley said, “We are currently 

preparing students for jobs that don’t yet exist… using technologies that 
haven’t yet been invented… in order to solve problems we don’t even know 
are problems yet.” Educational experiences in the arts foster and nurture 
creativity and imagination which will be essential skills for success in the 
future.
Fortunately, MPS’s Board of Education has never lost sight that an integral 

part of what we must do is to honor and support the arts. We take great pride 
in our bands, choirs, All-School Musical, Muskogee High School Repertory 
Theatre/Drama Club, visual arts, speech and debate and journalism students 
and their many accomplishments. 
It is through these programs that some students build self efficacy and a 

connection to their school. Thank you to all who contribute their time, ener-
gy, and resources to our art, music, and theater programs so we can keep the 
STEAM in STEM education!

Superintendent’s Message

Notice of Non-Discrimination
Muskogee Public Schools provides equal opportunities without regard to race, color, 
religion, national origin, gender, age, qualified disability or veteran status in its 
educational programs and activities, in access to them, in treatment of individuals 
with disabilities, or in any aspect of their operations. This includes admissions, edu-
cational services, financial aid, and employment. This notice is provided as required 
under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Questions, complaints, or requests for additional infor-
mation regarding ADA, Section 504, Title VII/ADEA and/or Title IX may be for-
warded to the designated ADA, Section 504, Title VII/ADEA and/or Title IX officer, 
the site principal or other district administrator. Students and parents may also bring 
complaints to the assistant principal, counselor or teacher. The administrator or staff 
member notified shall immediately report the complaint to the site principal. The 
site principal will notify the appropriate compliance officer. The following people 
at MPS will handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies: Title II/ADA, 
504 compliance and Title VII will be handled by the Director of Special Programs; 
Title IX will be handled by the Assistant Supt. of Curriculum and Instruction; Title 
VII/ADEA will be handled by the Assistant Supt. of Personnel/Support Services, all 
located at the Muskogee BEST Center, 202 W. Broadway, Muskogee, OK 74401.
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Congratulations 
and many thanks to our 

Site Educators of the Year!

Louise Raigoza 
Harris Jobe

Tamara Kinsey
Cherokee

Cindy Seitz
Sadler

Gene Madding
MHS
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   Muskogee Public Schools is excited to announce Whittier Elementary 
School’s archery team took first place at the recent Region 4 Oklahoma 
National Archery in the Schools Program tournament. 
   The team won by more than 200 points over the second-place team, and 
is the first school in Muskogee County to earn the distinction. The team 
now moves on to state competition March 26.
   Whittier’s physical education and outdoor education teacher Dare Hill 
said discipline, attendance, grades, motivation, pride, and concentration 
are all positive, life-changing results of students’ participation in archery.
   “We are so proud of you,” Hill said to the students during a special 
assembly. “I am so proud to have the privilege to call you my students. 
Today is your day.”
   Hill presented the students’ trophy to three medal winners from the 
group, Haden Scraper, who earned a third-place individual medal, Asjha 
Masterson, who won a third place medal, and Zoey Jenkins, who won a 
second place medal.
   The entire team of 30 students earned more than 2,600 points to take 
the first-place overall trophy, Hill said. 

Whittier Elementary Archery Team:
Jordan Walker, Joseph Benefield, Kayleigh Phillips, Alison Cooper, 
Riley Collins, Haden Scraper, Adriel Coronado, Zoey Jenkins, Asjha 
Masterson, Ian Lindell, Christine Thomas, Juana Posada, Hunter James, 
Andre Carter, Susie Young, Alejandra Arreola, Quai Hinkle, Cain Felts, 
Paige Hadley, Bobby Felts, Elisia Bravo, Daniel Nava, Quanah Master-
son, Jose Rodgriguez, Nicholas Falcon, Chris Rice, Gabrielle Johnson, 
Caiden Cade, Isabella Marotta, and Jose Castillo.

Aiming High
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 Enrollment for the Muskogee Early Childhood Center begins March 31 at the BEST Center, 202 W. Broadway. 
 Pre-K Roundup is scheduled for 5:30 p.m. April 7, when parents can visit with representatives from the 
Muskogee Public Schools Transportation Department, Child Nutrition Services and Indian Education about services 
available to assist their child.
 Smart Start will be on hand to give out books and Muskogee Public Library will offer adult literacy information 
and how to obtain a library card. Head Start will also have information available.
 Information: Principal Malinda Lindsey, (918) 684-3770.
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31st annual Science and Engineering Fair Results

Left: Best of the Fair and 
winner of an all-expenses 
paid trip to the Internation-
al Science Fair in May in 
Los Angeles, Cali.:
Ashlee Fletcher and Mak-
enna Hukill, Muskogee HS
Advisor Michele Hofschul-
te-Colvin.

First Place Sr. Division: Ashlee Fletcher and Makenna 
Hukill, Muskogee HS
Second Place Sr. Division: Amber Roberts, Westville 
HS
Third Place Sr. Division: Hayden Jacobs and Bailey 
Speake, Muskogee HS
 
First Place Jr. Division: Alex Hsieh, St. Joseph’s
Second Place Jr. Division: London Woods, Hilldale MS
Third Place Jr. Division: Talana Holland, Hilldale MS

All students qualified to go to the state fair:
London Woods, Chandler Engelbrecht, Olivia Stump, 
Ginifer O’Bryan, Kysten Chandler, James Wood, 
Raeleigh Pulliam, Talana Holland, Elexus Maggard, 
Makenna Juntti, Jomah Fabian, Bryce Qualls, James 
Harder, Jackson Teegarden, Reid Williams, Gideon 
Moore, Mattie Hurlbert, Latham Weaver, Amber Rob-
erts, Katherine Smith, Cade Floyd, Thomica McCleoia, 
Gideon Hallum, Emily Johnson, Kamryn Johnson, 
Brooke Kindle, Paige Ennis, Patrick Shaw, Graham 
Chapple, Ashlee Fletcher, Makenna Hukill, Hayden 
Jacobs, Bailey Speake, Ashley Mayle and Michelle 
Perkins.

For more results, visit www.mpsi20.org.
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7th annual Mathematics and Engineering Fair
Hosted by Indian Capital Technology Center

Muskogee Public School 
Medal Winners

 Paper Tower Competition

Division I (6th – 8th 
grades)
Bronze Award – Riley 
Huston and Natovya White 
– Sadler Arts Academy
Fly Glider Competition
Division II (9TH – 12TH 
grades)
Bronze Award – Alep 
Bravo – Muskogee High 
School
Silver Award – Phillip 
Hamm – Muskogee High 
School

Math Exams Competition
Pre-Algebra 6th Grade
Silver Award – Sara Space 
– Sadler Arts Academy
Algebra I
Silver Award – Serena 
Christiansen – Alice Rob-
ertson Junior High School
Gold Award – Shuxin Jiang 
– Sadler Arts Academy

Algebra II
Bronze Award – Anna Mix 
– Sadler Arts Academy
Gold Award – Andrew 
Chapuis – Sadler Arts 
Academy

Geometry
Bronze Award – Brenden 
Martin – Muskogee High 
School



“At Sadler Arts Academy, we simply care 
about each other. We work to have a pos-
itive impact on our students, relationships 
matter to us. We guide our students to find 
academic and social success in a nuturing 
and art infused environment. We help build 
responsible citizens and we understand that 
the quality of our daily interactions is key to 
our mission.” ~ Ronia Davison, Principal.

“Sadler portrays an exceptional degree of love, 
nurturing and commitment from teachers 
and staff that is in turn instilled into the lives 
of students. Students are held to the highest 
of standards and they strive to meet those 
standards daily. Every student is valued and 
given the opportunity to be successful. There’s 
no place like Sadler!” ~ Gayla Lindsay, Drama 
Specialist.

“Sadler Arts Academy is deserving of 
this award for the simple fact staff, fam-
ilies, and students are respectful, kind 
and caring. The staff and families col-
laborate with each other daily to help 
maximize student progress.” ~ Brandy 
Hughey, Kindergarten Teacher.

“I guess my one word would be LOVE. We 
can’t teach them unless we reach them! All 
students here know we love them like we do 
our own children. We show them with our 
words and actions every day! I really do be-
lieve the saying, “LOVE CONQUERS ALL.” 
~ Linda Sacks, Indian Education Tutor.

“In our building we see beyond the challenges of educating the child to the poten-
tial in every student to embrace learning, leadership, compassion and excellence 
through the arts.” ~ Pam Turnbull, Music Specialist.

“We don’t just teach stu-
dents about character… we 
show students character! ~ 
Beverly Dorn, Secretary.

“The Sadler family 
looks for ways to get 
things done… rather 
than looking for rea-
sons why we can’t do 
them.” ~ Cindy Ball, 
4th Grade Teacher.

“The minute you 
walk into Sadler 
Arts Academy 
the spirit of love, 
family, mutual 
respect, and 
kindness is seen 
and felt.” 
~ Robin Tyr-
rell, 2nd grade 
teacher.



“Sadler portrays an exceptional degree of love, 
nurturing and commitment from teachers 
and staff that is in turn instilled into the lives 
of students. Students are held to the highest 
of standards and they strive to meet those 
standards daily. Every student is valued and 
given the opportunity to be successful. There’s 
no place like Sadler!” ~ Gayla Lindsay, Drama 
Specialist.

“One of the ways I see Sadler deserving of this honor is 
how students are given a real sense of purpose and be-
longing to a school community. They have parts in a major 
school production; their artwork graces almost every inch 
of the walls; they are given opportunities to entertain and 
perform during assemblies; they know that they belong 
and have a place here. I see those things building cour-
age, integrity, responsibility, devotion and so many more 
important traits.” ~ Amanda Hanrahan, Speech Language 
Pathologist.

“Sadler Arts Academy focuses on 
building the individual as a whole, not 
just their mind. Teachers and adminis-
tration build long-lasting relationships 
with students that build up their con-
fidence, creativity, and intelligence.” ~ 
Mendy Miltier, 6th Grade Teacher.

“The culture at Sadler Arts Academy is 
one of understanding and forgiveness. 
The entire building is one big family. 
Students come to school in the morn-
ing with smiles on their faces and re-
mark, “I can’t wait to find out what we 
are going to learn today.” The attitude 
and caring of the staff members to-
wards students and each other bolsters 
confidence, and promotes success. The 
children who attend Sadler Arts Acad-
emy are guided to discover the unique 
talents inside themselves, and taught 
to love themselves as well as others.” ~ 
Jessica Hiseley, 5th grade teacher.

“Our family wakes up 
each morning excited 
about going to school and 
comes home happy each 
day. My children know 
they are valued and loved 
while they are here. As a 
teacher, we value each life 
that we come in contact 
with during the day and 
try to instill a sense joy 
and a love of education 
in all of our students.” ~ 
Jenny Jamison, 3rd Grade 
Teacher.

“Sadler is a 
place of per-
severance 
where failure is 
not an option!” 
~ Carol Nun-
ley, 4th grade 
teacher.

“Sadler is 
a family of 
students, 
parents and 
staff that 
love and 
respect each 
other.” ~ 
Misti Loge, 
Counselor.



Students, compete in the “School Breakfast in 3014” Art Contest, a 
national contest hosted by the School Nutrition Association. Print 
or photocopy  the entry form on page 10 of this publication. Stu-
dents in grades first- through 12th should draw a picture of how 
they envision school breakfast 1,000 years from now and provide 
a short caption about what is happening in the drawing. Students 
can use their imagination to draw futuristic food, robots serving 
food, or students flying around with jetpacks (I hope they still get 
their exercise)! One healthy breakfast item must be included in the 
drawing.

WINNERS: 3 winners from each school will be chosen and receive 
a prize pack. They will also be entered in the National SNA contest 
where 3 national winners will receive a prize pack which includes 
a time capsule so they can leave memories of what life is like in 
2014!
Return to your cafeteria manager or display in the cafeteria any-
time between now and March 3rd. They will be judged National 
School Breakfast Week, March 3-7.

NUTRITION AND WELLNESS EDUCATION
By Karah Lehman, Nutrition Education Coordinator

Spring into March with National Nutrition Month

 For National Nutrition month, students have the opportu-
nity to participate in two different contest to showcase their artistic 
side and awareness of proper nutrition. 
 National School Breakfast Week is March 3-7 and Child 
Nutrition Services will have various different activities at different 
schools.

My Tray the Healthy Way” is a placemat decorating contest 
where students will decorate a My Tray placemat with markers, 
paint, or pictures of foods from magazines. The cardstock tray 
is divided into sections of the 5 food groups, vegetables, fruit, 
protein, grain, and dairy. Students shall draw, paint or paste 
foods in the appropriate group.

WINNERS: One winner from each class will get to enjoy a 
Healthy Foods Celebration and a single winner from each 
school will win an awesome healthy lifestyles prize package! 
Get your placemats to decorate from your cafeteria and submit 
by March 10th!
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Name  ___________________________________________________ Grade _______

School/District ____________________________________________ State  _______

“School Breakfast in 3014”  
Art Contest

Student Entry Form

Entries for the national contest can only be accepted by a School Nutrition Association (SNA) member or other participating school offical.  
SNA cannot accept entries directly from students or parents. All winners will be notified through their school official.  

Visit www.schoolnutrition.org/nsbw for complete rules and regulations. 

Instructions: In the space below, draw a picture of how you imagine school  
breakfast will look in the future—year 3014! You can draw the cafeteria, healthy 
food, the students, milk, juice, cafeteria staff, school bus, etc.  

Caption here—what is going on in your picture?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Around the District

1, 2, 3 Irving and Tony Goetz NASA groups gave Valentine cards and candy to the residents at 
Broadway Manor nursing home.

6. Benjamin Franklin Science Academy held an Academic Night in February with a tremendous 
turnout!
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1. These are pictures from Ms. O’Rourke’s pipe project at ECC.  Although there were many science 
and math concepts that were explored, the children ended up with a project focused on speaking and 
listening.  All of the children in the blue phase are asking to “connect” to the pipes for interactions 
with the students in other classes! 

2, 3, 4. Two groups of Muskogee High School students had an amazing time on Feb. 11 at the JA 
Investors Challenge, said Keith Coleman.
“I received several comments about how well behaved and polite the students from Muskogee HS 
were.   Our two teams, The Rogue Traders and Stocker Shockers showed excellent teamwork and 
worked very well with their mentors and other students.   The kids did a great job representing our 
school and community,” he said.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Around the District
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