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The Superintendent’s Message

Notice of Non-Discrimination:
Muskogee Public Schools provides equal opportunities without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, gender, age, 
qualified disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities, in access to them, in treatment of individuals 
with disabilities, or in any aspect of their operations. This includes admissions, educational services, financial aid, and employ-
ment.  This notice is provided as required under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  Questions, complaints or requests for additional information regarding ADA, Section 504, Title 
VII/ADEA and/or Title IX may be forwarded to the designated ADA, Section 504, Title VII/ADEA or Title IX compliance officer, 
the site principal or other district administrator.  Students and parents may also bring complaints to the assistant principal, 
counselor, or a teacher.  The administrator or staff member notified shall immediately report the complaint to the site principal.  
The site principal will notify the appropriate compliance officer. The following people at MPS will handle inquiries regarding 
non-discrimination policies:  Title II/ADA, 504 compliance, and Title VII will be handled by the Director of Special Programs; 
Title IX will be handled by the Assistant Supt. of Curriculum & Instruction; Title VII/ADEA will be handled by the Assistant Supt. 
of Personnel/Support Services, all located at Muskogee BEST Center, 202 W. Broadway, Muskogee, OK 74401.

Why Move to a 
Digital Learning 
Environment?

I want to use this 
opportunity to 
reiterate why 

it is important 
for MPS to make 
this transition 
to become a 
district in which 
all students 
eventually have 
a computer 
and instruction 
moves to a 
digital learning 
environment.  

First and foremost 
we live in an 

ever-changing society where 
the pace of innovation and 
change continues to increase in 
momentum. 

Educational focus must be 
redirected in response to keep pace 
with the societal changes occurring 
because of the digital age. 

In education we know that some 

things such as developing basic 
skills are changeless, but how those 
skills are taught and integrated 
into the current context is very 
important. My generation learned 
in a setting devoid of technology. 

For the most part the teacher 
provided the necessary information 
for which we were held 
responsible. Research was done 
in the library and facts were taken 
from the classroom World Book 
Encyclopedia. 

Today’s students can garner 
information needed on any topic 
from their smart phone. 

Teachers can use SMART boards 
to take students beyond the 
perimeters of their classrooms and 
into the Library of Congress and 
libraries across the world with just a 
click of a button.

In today’s world of questions, if 
you don’t know the answer to 
something or need additional 
information, you just “Google it.”

The digital conversion will allow 
our teachers and students to go 
beyond the perimeters of the 
classroom and have unlimited 
access to information and 
instructional resources. 

This summer we completed 
an extensive wireless project 

providing the high school and Alice 
Robertson Junior High with wireless 
Internet access capable of handling 
computers for all staff and students. 

Our teachers have been receiving 
training on the digital curriculum 
and other resources available for 
teaching, differentiating instruction, 
and communicating with students 
and parents.

The first 1,000 student computers 
have arrived and are being set up 
to our specifications for filtering, 
digital curriculum, etc.  The rest 
of the student computers will be 
arriving later this month. 

With the assistance of our partner 
Pearson, I can safely say that 
everything is on schedule for 
the rollout of computers to our 
seventh- through 12th- graders in 
December and the implementation 
of the digital learning conversion as 
we return from Christmas Break for 
the second semester. 

In closing I want to thank our 
teachers for openly embracing this 
new way of teaching and thank our 
community for making this possible 
by passing the 2013 bond issue. 

As our high school teachers and 
administrators say, “It is a Great Day 
to be a Rougher.”

—Superintendent Mike Garde
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Muskogee High School begins 
Biomedical Sciences Program

Thanks to the 2013 Muskogee Bond Issue passed by voters 
in May, Muskogee High School students now have the 
option of taking a sequence of courses designed to 

help them investigate a variety of careers in biomedical 
sciences.

The Project Lead the Way Biomedical Sciences (BMS) 
Program began this year under the tutelage of Instructor 
Curt Denton, who will take participants through a series 
of courses designed to bring students to college-readiness 
levels and ready to pursue careers biomedical sciences, such 
as doctors, forensic scientists, radiology technicians, chemists, 
or nurses.

According to PLTW, “Students explore the concepts of human 
medicine and are introduced to topics such as physiology, genetics, 
microbiology and public health. Through activities, like dissecting a 
heart, students examine the processes, structures and interactions 
of the human body – often playing the role of biomedical 
professionals. They also explore the prevention, diagnosis and 
treatment of disease, working collaboratively to investigate and 
design innovative solutions to the health challenges of the 21st 

continued on page 3



century such as fighting cancer 
with nanotechnology.”

The first course in the series, 
which is offered this year, is 
Principles of the Biomedical 
Sciences. Students explore 
chronic diseases and conditions 
by investigating the factors that 
led to the death of a fictional 
person.

They investigate lifestyle choices 
that impacted their health and 
learn what medical treatments 
may have prolonged the fictional 
patient’s life. The activities 
included in the course introduce 
students to human physiology, 
medicine and research processes.

Continuing courses in the 
biomedical sciences will be 
Human Body Systems, Medical 
Interventions and a capstone 
course in biomedical innovation.

The capstone will challenge 
students to design innovative 
solutions for the health 
challenges of the 21st century. 
They will work through 
progressively challenging 
open-ended problems, 
addressing topics such as clinical 
medicine, physiology, biomedical 
engineering, and public health. 

They will have the opportunity to 
work on an independent project 
with a mentor or advisor from 
a university, hospital, research 
institution, or the biomedical 
industry. 

Throughout the course, students 
will be expected to present their 
work to an audience of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics professionals.

(Source: Project Lead the Way, 
www.pltw.org.)

Students in Curt Denton’s biomedical 
sciences class at Muskogee 
High School extract DNA from 
strawberries during a class activity.
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The ARJH RougherBots are in the 
development stages for their 3rd 
year in the VEX Robotics Com-

petition. Each year the Vex Competi-
tion has proven to be a great way for 
students to demonstrate their skills in 

problem solving and teamwork. Last 
year the RougherBots had six teams 
that competed, with all teams having 
different levels of success. There is no 
doubt that this year’s engineering chal-
lenge, Toss Up, will be just as exciting

VEX Toss Up is played on a 12 ft x 
12 ft foam-mat, surrounded by a 
sheet-metal and lexan perimeter. There 
are two zones and two goals, which 
teams can score balls into, along with 
two hanging bars for robots to hang 
off of. The field is divided by a bump 
and a trough, with various openings 
to allow for robot passage. Students 
build the robots to specifications 
determined by the VEX rules with the 
goal of scoring the most points in the 
competition. Innovation, teamwork 
and sportsmanship are paramount for 
success.

ARJH RougherBots compete in five 
to six events a year. Approximately 
20-25 students participate in the VEX 
program in grades seven and eight.  
The robotics program is funded in part 
by a grant from the City of Muskogee 
Foundation.

RougherBots
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Students in Muskogee Schools 
will experience a new approach 
to learning this year with our 1:1 

laptop initiative.  Each student in grades 
seven through 12 will receive a laptop 
and backpack for access to textbooks 
and resources online.  With the laptops, 
students will have equitable access to 
quality digital learning tools that can 
support individual, group, and team 
collaboration on meaningful educational 
projects.  

How will it change how 
students learn?
The move to digital will help us bolster 
instruction to make secondary schools 
more challenging, more relevant, and 
more captivating for our students like 
never before possible. In addition to 
boosting rigor and infusing interactive 
texts, videos and more into lessons, 
we will be able to better able to track 
students’ academic progress and quickly 
make instructional adjustments to the 
needs of each student.

Why is Muskogee Public 
Schools moving to digital 
learning? 
The transition to digital will allow us 
to, working together, build a learning 

environment best suited for every 
student’s needs, whether they speak 
English as a second language, need some 
additional support, or are ahead of the 
class and ready for a new challenge –all 
to keep students engaged and ready 
for more. The move to digital also will 
help us better prepare 7th through 12th 
grade students for the rigors of the new 
Oklahoma Common Core standards. 

When will the move to 
digital occur?
Technology experts are right now 
building up the technology network 
and infrastructure in junior and high 
schools to prepare for the transition, and 
textbooks will be replaced with digital 
learning programs midway through the 
2013-2014 school year.  Student laptops 
will be distributed in December 2013.  In 
the weeks before your student receives a 
laptop, you will be given directions about 
a time and place where you can pick up 
your laptop.  

How will the conversion to 
digital learning change how 
teachers interact with students? 
Teachers will continue to be those 
inspiring and guiding children to learn 
with the more rigorous and interactive 
curriculum. They will be able to use 
interactive texts, videos, animations and 
other features in digital instructional 
programs to provide more dynamic, 
personalized lessons. Educators will also 
access assessment tools that will help 
determine in real-time each student’s 
level of performance to quickly identify 
academic strengths and remediate any 
weaknesses.

For more information on Pearson 
Education 1:1 programs, visit 
http://onetoone.pearsoned.com.

Digital Terminology:
1:1 – the ratio of one laptop per 
one student

Tablet – student laptops will con-
vert to a tablet with a touch screen

Digital Curriculum – most core 
classes will have online textbooks 
and resources

Project Based Learning – stu-
dents will engage in solving real 
world problems aimed at critical 
thinking that gets to the heart of 
significant learning

21st Century Skills – creativity, 
innovation, communication and 
knowledge combined with life skills 
form the basis for success in the 
21st century

Awesome – having your own 
computer to access curriculum in 
a personal and engaging way!

Muskogee Schools 
Go Digital

October, 2013 • Volume 1 • Issue 7
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Three broadcasting studios offer 
students of all ages at Muskogee 
Public Schools the opportunity to 

learn video production on some of the 
best technology available. 

Muskogee High School, Alice 
Robertson Junior High and Pershing 
Elementary all feature studios and have 
several ongoing video broadcasting 
projects.

The team at Muskogee High Video 
Productions is working to bring what 
is happening in our high school out 
to the student body and faculty in 

order to help everyone become 
more involved with activities that are 
happening at the high school.

Student Breanna Jones said, “We are 
here to help the students of MHS to 
be more involved with activities that 
are happening in our school. The main 
way we spread the information out 
to the family of MHS is our morning 
announcements.  We broadcast 
through the entire school each and 
every classroom.”

Video production classes are also 
taught at Alice Robertson Junior High 

Learning Through

BROADCASTING
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under the tutelage of the district’s 
Director of Broadcasting Mike Zubek.

Zubek said students at AR are 
enthusiastic learners, who are doing a 
great job in the studio and classroom.

“We do morning announcements, and 
after they are done with that, they are 
shooting short 30-second videos about 
anti-bullying and such topics,” Zubek 
said.

“Currently those videos are being 
seen on the in-house channel for the 
students but soon they will be seen on 

Channel 15 and our RougherTV page, 
which the students are excited about,” 
he said. 

His second-hour class is working 
on projects that will be shown on 
Suddenlink Channel 15.

“They’re learning how to use 
equipment, how to storyboard and 
how to work through a story and right 
now we are working on a music video 
that will show the spirit of the school,” 
he said.

Students say video production classes 

are a great opportunity to learn how 
to use multiple editing programs such 
as Final Cut Pro, iMovie, and Adobe 
Photoshop. 

And it allows them to explore the 
idea of choosing a career in writing, 
directing, filming, becoming a news 
anchor or producing. 

“It’s a great program that is only 
getting better and will continue to 
grow,” Jones said.

BROADCASTING
more information on page 9



Video production is also taught at the elementary 
level at Pershing Elementary.

The school is the 
home of its very 
own television 
studio, “Rougher 
Pup TV,” made up 
of a sixth-grade 
news team and 
their sponsor/
video production 
teacher, Debbie 

Young. 

Pershing fifth- and sixth-grade students are able to 
learn how the studio operates. They work with cameras, 
computers, teleprompters, lighting, and sound. 

Students become aware of the different career 
opportunities in broadcasting and technology fields. This 

not only develops critical thinking skills, but also builds 
self-esteem and confidence.

To be on the news team, the students must maintain good 
grades and demonstrate exemplary behavior. 

These students are also responsible for setting up the 
sound, projector, and laptop during assemblies in the gym. 
The news team also goes out in the community to film or 
interview for certain events.

Young said her main goal is to spark an interest in students 
to have a career in this field.  

“I also try to lay the ground work in developing basic 
terminology for the students and awareness of how the 
studio works, so they can carry it over to the studio at the 
Alice Robertson Junior High,” she said. “I’ve been doing this 
for 14 years and enjoy coming to work every day to see the 
students excited about coming to the studio.” 

9
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It’s no secret children these days seem 
to be able to navigate technology at a 
younger and younger age. 
And Muskogee Public School 
students are encouraged to stay 
in tune with rapidly-changing 
technology they’ll need to navigate 
the world as adults, no matter in 
which field they find themselves 
pursuing a career.
High school students use iPads, 
high-tech television cameras, sound 
equipment, laptops and much, much 
more.  And today, even third graders 
must navigate computer programs 
and use a keyboard.
Interactive technology in the 
preschool classroom is also 
important, according to the National 
Association for the Education of 
Young Children:
“During the preschool years, young 
children are developing a sense 
of initiative and creativity. They are 
curious about the world around 
them and about learning. They 
are exploring their ability to create 
and communicate using a variety 
of media (crayons, felt-tip markers, 
paints and other art materials, blocks, 
dramatic play materials, miniature 
life figures) and through creative 
movement, singing, dancing, and 
using their bodies to represent ideas 
and experiences. Digital 
technologies provide one 
more outlet for them to 
demonstrate their creativity 
and learning.”
Children at Muskogee’s 
Early Childhood Center are 
enjoying some of the most 
advanced educational-
technology available in their 
classrooms.
The ECC has implemented 
many technologically-ad-
vanced learning, including hand-held 
devices and desktop computers.
For example, the ECC used a 2011 
grant from the Jimmie Johnson 
Foundation/Lowe’s Toolbox for 
Education Champions to buy iPads 
for its preschoolers.
The tablets feature software that 
helps preschoolers learn the alphabet 
and much more, and teachers at 
ECC say they’ve been both fun and 

educational for the students.
Classroom SMART Boards allow even 
the tiniest students to interact with 
technology at ECC, as do classroom 
computers and SMART Tables.
This year’s preschool class will 
graduate from high school in the 
spring of 2027. They will reach 
retirement age around 2075. 
How many jobs and what kind of jobs 
will they have during that time? 
“The answers are merely an exercise 
in speculative science fiction. 
Everyone agrees that we don’t know 
what the job market will be like in 
just five years much less 25 years,” said 
Superintendent Mike Garde. “For the 
first time in history, educators must 
prepare students for a job market that 

currently doesn’t exist.”
Thanks to technology in 
the classroom, Muskogee 
preschoolers are well on their 
way to navigating whatever 
comes their way in the future, 
something Muskogee Public 
Schools is focused on for all 
students.

High-tech 
Classrooms
From tech-savvy 
preschoolers to 
college and career 
ready high-school 
graduates

October, 2013 • Volume 1 • Issue 7
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Studies show the benefits of a superior 
music program for students range from 
increasing IQs to improving test scores.
So Cherokee Elementary students are 
not only honing their talents, but also 
honing their minds in the new 
piano lab led by music teacher 
Shelly Beck.
Beck begins with the basics with 
the young students, moving them 
up at their own pace through 
workbooks and using electronic 
keyboards in the school’s piano 
lab.
“What I’ve seen in my years of 
teaching is it always improves 
test scores for students who are 
engaged in music,” Beck said. 
“Music is a math. They have to 
think and use the same part 
of their brain they use to solve 
equations. It’s tactile but it’s also 
auditory and visual. It’s whole brain 
learning.”
Cherokee Elementary has recently 
become a school with a music 
focus, something the teachers 
and administrators decided was 
important to their students for a 
number of reasons.
Not only do the students gain the many 
intellectual benefits of learning music, 
but they also are being given a special 
gift – a love and understanding of 
music.
And the students are excelling, buying 
into the musical ideal at Cherokee 

enthusiastically.
Take student Devaun, a 9-year-old a 
Cherokee, for example. Devaun first 
demonstrated his “finger exercises” 
quickly as he was ready to get to the 

piano to show off his skills.
Then he moved to the traditional piano 
in the classroom to demonstrate a 
few key moves before ending at an 
electronic piano with headphones – 
and a big smile.
Devaun, like most of his fellow 
classmates, has never played an 

instrument before. And only weeks into 
the school year, he was happily playing 
“Merrily We Roll Along” on his own.
That enthusiasm is what Cherokee 
Elementary parents and teachers are so 

proud of. These students are learning 
their ABCs and 123s, no doubt, but 
they are also honing valuable skills and 
developing sharp minds.
“It also impacts their confidence. 
They are excited when they master 
something,” Beck said. “And that is 
fantastic.”

Students Devaun Jones, 9, left, and Haley 
Fairchilds, 9, practice piano on keyboards at 
Cherokee Elementary.

Tuning in to 

TECHNOLOGY
Electronic pianos plus enthusiastic students equal 
outstanding learning 

Cherokee Elementary Music Teacher 
Shelly Beck
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Whittier Elementary students “paint” the playground 
purple for Alzheimer’s Awareness. Every year, the school 
“paints” the playground on the school day closest 
to Sept. 21st, which is World Alzheimer’s Awareness 
Day. Everyone dresses in purple and gathers on the 
playground for an all-school photograph. Whittier 
Elementary is a close-knit family of students and staff. 
When one of its teachers was affected by her father’s 
diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease, the staff and students 
sprang into action. Whittier has taken on this cause with 
the belief that its students are someday going to be 
leaders in finding a cure for this disease. 

Seventh-graders practice at Alice Robertson Junior High in late 
September. This group is the largest to join band in more than a 
decade, said Music Director Jerry Huffer. There are approximately 
75 students in seventh-grade band at ARJH, and about 25 
between Sadler Arts Academy and Benjamin Franklin Science 
Academy, he said. The Muskogee Alumni Band helped with the 
recruitment of so many new students and with a grant secured 
through the City of Muskogee Foundation for $30,000 to get 
instruments to low-income students. Seventh-grade band 
doubled in size since last year, he said, and Huffer hopes to see it 
double again next year.

Muskogee 
Public Schools 
in Pictures

October, 2013 • Volume 1 • Issue 7



1413

Watch D.O.G. volunteer Michael McCutcheon is 
interviewed by KTUL at Whittier Elementary about 
the program, “Dads of Great Students,” which has 
successfully brought male role-models into the 
school to volunteer with students. The program and 
McCutcheon will be featured on a KJRH “Making a 
Difference” segment this month.

More great MHS students! Jim Fulton’s classes are in full swing - 
of the hammer - at Muskogee High School. Carpentry students 
Hayden Andis, 15, left, Troy Thompson, 14, and Cody Royse, 
14, ask Instructor Jim Fulton for assistance with a blueprint for 
a garden bench as other students work on framing a storage 
building behind them.

Debi Gould’s pre-AP English class 
at Muskogee High School has been 
studying pirates since the beginning of 
summer break. 
All students enrolled in her pre-AP classes 
read Robert Louis Stevenson’s “Treasure 
Island” over the summer, wrote a report, 
produced a special project and studied 
pirates in-depth, said students Chloe 
Moore and Andy O’Dell, each dressed in 
pirate fashion recently to celebrate the 
culmination of their studies.
Many of the students said they were 
surprised by what they learned about 
history, social studies, geography and 

culture over the last three or four months.
Courtney Griffin said she was surprised 
to find out teenagers in the 1700s were 
pretty much the same as teenagers 
today.
“The problems we have are different, but 
the way teenagers develop and mature 
hasn’t changed at all,” Griffin said. “They 
were basically the same back then.”
Marissa Costello said learning about 
pirates was interesting and the SAT 
vocabulary she studied has helped 
prepare her for college by greatly 
expanding her vocabulary.
“It was especially interesting learning 

how pirates acted back in the 1700s,” she 
said.
Maya McGriff agreed. “I’ve learned about 
the history of pirates, their journey to find 
treasure, and that their dialect was very 
different from ours,” McGriff said. 
Gould said she’s been teaching pre-AP 
English for six years, and celebrating 
classic’s such as “Treasure Island” and 
studying pirates is a fantastic way to get 
her students exploring and learning.

October, 2013 • Volume 1 • Issue 7
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January
Su M T W Th F Sa PD ID

1 2 3 4 0

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 5

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 1 4

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 4

26 27 28 29 30 31 5
1 18

February
1 0

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 5

9 10 (11) 12 (13) 14 15 5

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 .5 4

23 24 25 26 27 28 5
.5 19

March
1 0

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 5

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 5

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 0

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 5

30 31 1
16

April
1 2 3 4 5 4

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 5

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 5

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 5

27 28 29 30 3
22

May
1 2 3 2

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 5

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 5

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 5

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 .5 0
.5 17

June
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

2 92

July

Su M T W Th F Sa PD ID

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

August

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 2 2

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 5

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 4

3 11

September

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 4

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 5

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 5

29 30 1

20

October

(1) 2 (3) 4 5 4

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 5

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 3

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 5

27 28 29 30 31 4

21

November

1 2 1

3 4 5 6 7 8 9   5

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 5

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 5

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 0

16

December

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 5

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 5

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 0

29 30 31 0

15

3 83

Muskogee
Public Schools

2013-2014 Calendar
August 12 Convocation / Prof. Development
August 13 Professional Development
August 15 First Day of School
August 30 Professional Development

September 2 Labor Day

October 1,3 (Parent/Teacher CF)  4-7:05 p.m.
October 4 No School 
October 16 1st 9 Weeks Ends
October 17 & 18 Fall Break

November 25-29 Thanksgiving Break

December 20 1st Semester Ends
December 23-January 3 Christmas Break

January 6 2nd Semester Starts           
January 17 Professional Development
January 20 Martin Luther King

February 11,13 (Parent/Teacher CF)  4-7:05 p.m.
February 14  No School
February 17 ½ Professional Development/
  No School

March 14 3rd 9 Weeks Ends
March 17-21 Spring Break

May 23  Last Day of School
May 23 ***MHS Graduation***
May 26 Memorial Day
May 27 ½ Professional Development

Professional Day / No School
1/2 Professional Day / No School

Holiday / No School

___     End of Grading Period

( )    Parent Teacher Conference


