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Welcome back to our returning students and parents and 
hello to our new students and parents! 

We are hoping for the best and brightest school year yet 
for your children 
and hope this 
publication we 
call “Inside 
MPS” will be a 
great resource 
for parents 
and guardians 
to learn more 
about Muskogee 
Public Schools 
and to celebrate 
your child(s) 
school like 
never before.  At 
the end of each 
month (with 
the exception 
of December 
and May), each 

elementary student will receive a copy of this publication 
to take home.  It will be filled with school news from 
their classroom teachers, schools and district. Plus we’ll 
fill it with photographs and stories about MPS students, 

too. Please let us know if there is anything you’d like to 
see us address in this publication each month by contact-
ing your teachers or staff at each school. We’ll be glad to 
oblige when we can.  In addition, there’s something I’d 
like each of you reading this to do during this new school 
year – BE HERE!  Muskogee Public Schools is launching 
a campaign aimed at reminding everyone how important 
a good education is to our children.  Our new “Be Here!” 
campaign still focuses on what it takes to provide a good 
education to our children: 

One Team, One Vision, One Community
Dedicated to Excellence - Educating all students to be 

successful in an ever-changing world
In order to accomplish this, we must All work diligently 

to “Be Here!” for our young people.  It takes everyone 
(that means our community, our parents, our students, 
our teachers, our administrators, our city, county and 
state leaders, and our country) to Be Here!; really be here 
by actively seeking ways that we can help each student 
achieve.

Being here at Muskogee Public Schools could mean 
being here in our schools, in our classrooms, in our 
cafeterias and our libraries, at our athletic events, at 
school programs, at a PTO meeting or in a Booster Club, 
at a school program, serving on a district committee or 
anywhere you can help or show support. And being here 
is meaningful on a multitude of levels.

BE HERE...
...on time, ready to work, with a smile on, tuned in, ea-

ger to learn, happy to be here, available for your cowork-
ers, students, friends, peers, and family.

...as a volunteer, an employee, a grandma, a foster 
parent, a mom, a dad, a big brother or sister, a teacher, a 
mentor, a coach.

...every day because good attendance is important for 
students and teachers alike.

Thanks and have a wonderful 2014-2015 school year!

Superintendent’s Message

Notice of Non-Discrimination
Muskogee Public Schools provides equal opportunities without regard 
to race, color, religion, national origin, gender, age, qualified disability 
or veteran status in its educational programs and activities, in access to 
them, in treatment of individuals with disabilities, or in any aspect of their 
operations. This includes admissions, educational services, financial aid, 
and employment. This notice is provided as required under Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and Section 504 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973. Questions, complaints, or requests for additional infor-
mation regarding ADA, Section 504, Title VII/ADEA and/or Title IX may 
be forwarded to the designated ADA, Section 504, Title VII/ADEA and/
or Title IX officer, the site principal or other district administrator. Students 
and parents may also bring complaints to the assistant principal, counselor 
or teacher. The administrator or staff member notified shall immediately 
report the complaint to the site principal. The site principal will notify the 
appropriate compliance officer. The following people at MPS will handle in-
quiries regarding non-discrimination policies: Title II/ADA, 504 compliance 
and Title VII will be handled by the Director of Special Programs; Title IX 
will be handled by the Assistant Supt. of Curriculum and Instruction; Title 
VII/ADEA will be handled by the Assistant Supt. of Personnel/Support 
Services, all located at the Muskogee BEST Center, 202 W. Broadway, 
Muskogee, OK 74401.

InsideMPS is published by Muskogee Public Schools. Layout and design is done by 
Public Relations Coordinator Wendy Burton, who may be reached at 918 684-3700, ext. 1613.

Print services by Franklin Digital Inc. of Muskogee.

Visit us online at
www.mpsi20.org

THANK YOU

www.cityofmuskogeefoundation.org



PARENT INVOLVEMENT
Is it really important?

YES!
When parents are involved, children do better in 

school and the schools are better for their involve-
ment. Getting involved at your children’s schools 
is one of the best ways you can help your children 
stay in school and get better grades as they grow. We 
believe that parents, guardians, grandparents and 
other caring adults are the most vital partners in 
the success of every student. Our schools, teachers 
and students depend on volunteers to help with a 
variety of projects, events and other student needs. 
Volunteering any amout of time to the schools will 
demonstrate to your children, their teachers, and 
this community that you value education.

Show your children their school lives are important 
to you by making sure school is part of your life too -

Volunteer Today!
Follow these easy steps to become a Muskogee Public School volunteer:

1. Fill out a volunteer application and survey, available at your child’s school 
office or online at www.mpsi20.org.

2. Return the completed form to any school office or the BEST Center locat-
ed at 202 W. Broadway, (918) 684-3700.

One Team - One Vision - One Community

mySchoolBucks is your 
online portal to pay for 
your student’s meals! 
Adding funds to your 
student’s account is easy!

You can pay for 
school lunches 
online!

www.myschoolbucks.com

Parent-Teacher
Conferences

The first conferences for the 2014-2015 school year will be held 
on the following dates:

Elementary
Sept. 22, 4:00 to 7:05 p.m.
Sept. 25, 4:00 to 7:05 p.m.

(Elementary teachers will send home a scheduling note)

Middle School/High School
Sept. 23, 4:00 to 7:05 p.m.
Sept. 25, 4:00 to 7:05 p.m.

1. Ask your child if there is anything that he/she would like you to 
discuss with the teacher before the conference.

2. Jot down everything that you want to talk about or ask about at the 
conference. Teacher conferences usually last about 15-20 minutes, so 
having your questions written down ahead of time is very helpful.

3. Arrive promptly, or better, a few minutes early and do not stay 
beyond your allotted time.

4. Begin with positive comments about the teacher or classroom. Be 
sure to ask the teacher what your child’s positives, or strengths, are too. 
Everyone wants to know when their child is shining!

5. Ask questions such as, “Is my child performing at grade level?” 
“Does she pay attention well in class?”  “Does she stay on task on her 
own?”  “What is her favorite topic or assignments?”  “Does he need 
extra help in any particular area and, if so, what can I do at home to 
help?”  “Have you noticed any behavioral problems I need to address at 
home?

6. Be open-minded to suggestions from the teacher, and don’t be 
afraid to give the teacher suggestions that might help him/her teach 
your child.

7. Keep your emotions under control. Like Grandma always said - 
you catch more flies with honey than with vinegar!

8. Take notes about what is discussed so you can share them with 
your child. Especially remember to tell your child about all the positive 
things that were said about him/her!

8 Tips for a Successful Conference
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is ready to sing!

All set to aim high at ARJHS!

Tony Goetz

Welcome Back to School!
Harris Jobe

ECC

IRVING



Sadler Arts Academy welcomes you back to school!

GRANT FOREMAN

WHITTIER
WELCOMES YOU BACK!
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WELCOME BACK!



School 
Bus Safety 

Tips
Please discuss these tips with your children.

At the bus stop: Walk safely to the stop 
and stay well away from the street. Arrive 10 
minutes before your bus arrival time. When 
waiting, keep yourself and your belongings out 
of the road and away from traffic. Don’t run 
between parked cars and buses. Never move to-
ward the bus until it has stopped and the driver 
has opened the door.

Danger zone around a stopped bus: Stay 10 
feet away from the front or back of a stopped 
bus so the driver can see you. Before stepping 
off the curb to board the bus, look left and 
right to make sure your path to the bus is clear, 
especially if the bus is stopped away from the 
curb. Check that drawstrings, backpack straps, 
scarves and loose clothing cannot get caught on 
the bus handrail, door or the seats. Do not push 
or shove other students.

Getting seated: Find a seat and sit down 
quickly. It is important to listen to the driver. 
Do not leave your seat until the bus arrives at 
your stop. Keep the aisles clear of backpacks 
or books, which can trip someone or block the 
way to the emergency exit.

Watch us on Suddenlink 
Channel 15!

ROUGHER SAFE CALL
ALL CALLS/TEXTS COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL

918-200-9836

ROUGHERS KEEPING ROUGHERS SAFE

This emergency number is designed to give students and parents 
a confidential number to notify the Muskogee Campus Police 

and administration of any unsafe areas or situations. The student 
or parents can call about bullying, threats, sexual harrassment, 

fights, vandalism or any other concerns at any time. 

   24       7        365
    hours a day            days a week              days a year



The Muskogee Phoenix, Oklahoma Department of Human services
 and Muskogee Public Schools have partnered together to collect 

special items  for Muskogee children and youth in need.
This is a drive for basic necessities most often needed but

 resources are unavailable for different reasons.
We are collecting deodorant, shampoo and conditioner, toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, feminine hygiene products, brushes, combs,  
various sizes of socks, shoes and underwear.

Drop items at these locations until  Tuesday September 30, 2014

Walmart location only



Clip ‘n 
Save!


