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It’s always a great day to be a Rougher!



Bullying between students is recognized as repeated, 
negative acts committed by one or more students against 
another. These negative acts may be physical, psycholog-

ical or verbal. 
Some examples 
are hitting, 
kicking, teasing, 
taunting, manip-
ulating friend-
ships, threats, 
theft, sexual and 
racial harass-
ment, public hu-
miliation, using 
technology and 
the destruction 
of the victim’s 
property. Re-
search indicates 
that there are 
short and long 
term conse-
quences for both 

the perpetrator and victim. Students who are victims of 
bullying experience more physical and psychological 
problems than do students not experiencing the onslaught 
of negative behavior. The victims of bullying also tend 

not to grow out of the role of victim. The victimized stu-
dent shows a high incidence of depression, poor self-es-
teem and other mental health problems as they move into 
their adult years. The bully is also at risk for short and 
long term problems. Negative outcomes seem to follow 
the bully into adulthood. Some of these outcomes may in-
clude a higher dropout rate from school, antisocial acts of 
vandalism, fighting, theft, drunkenness and arrest records.

There are some thoughts and beliefs about bullying that 
need to change in order to reduce the frequency of it hap-
pening. It is not uncommon to hear that bullying is just a 
“normal” part of childhood. It is said that students who 
bully simply suffer from low self-esteem and that victims 
really ought to figure out how to stand up for themselves. 
Comments are also made that victims bring the bullying 
on themselves.  I think that we all would agree none of 
these beliefs would actually make it okay for someone or 
a group to make another human being miserable.

 As a district it is our expectation that our teachers, sup-
port personnel and principals in our school deal with all 
reported or observed incidences of bullying as they come 
up. Staff have been trained to watch for and address the 
early phases that take place in the bullying of students. 
Some of the early signs are put downs, insults, trash talk, 
threats, fighting and harassment of all kinds.

It is our goal that MPS personnel aggressively stop the 
negative behavior of bullying in the school setting before 

it gets to a point that may be very difficult to 
handle.

Three thing parents can do:
1) Walk the talk.
Children learn many social cues from 

adults, parents/caregivers, and their peers. 
By modeling empathy, tolerance and respect 
in your actions and communication, you im-
part these values, and influence the attitudes 
and behaviors of your children.

2) Talk with your children.
Often, if children are involved in bullying 

as either targets or aggressors, they are reluc-
tant to talk about it. Ask your children about 
their social experience at school, especially 
if they seem withdrawn or are exhibiting 
unusual changes in their mood or behavior.

3) Monitor your child online.
Cyberbullying is the fastest growing type 

of peer-on-peer mistreatment today. It is 
important for parents to be able to monitor 
their children’s use of Facebook, Twitter, and 
other social media sites, both at home and on 

mobile devices. 
The Muskogee Public School board has also taken a 

very proactive approach in supporting the school person-
nel to stem the inappropriate behavior of bullying. The 
Board has an extensive school policy in place related 
to bullying.  The policy addresses the behaviors and 
consequences of bullying among students. The language 
in the policy will not only address the obvious bullying 
behavior that most of us recognize, but also state conse-
quences for cyberbullying. Cyberbullying through tech-
nology such as emails, chat rooms and text messages is 
becoming a growing problem in our modern society that 
will take us all working together by monitoring student 
activity on the internet as parents and educators.

To allow confidential reporting of bullying or any 
other safety issue district campus police have set up the 
Rougher Safe Call hotline.  This number is designed to 
give students and parents a confidential method to notify 
Muskogee Campus Police and administration of any 
unsafe areas or situations. The student or parent can call 
about bullying, threats, sexual harassment, fights, vandal-
ism or any other unsafe events at any time.  The number 
is (918) 200-9836.

If you have any comments, questions or concerns about 
bullying, please give us a call at the school and let us 
know your thoughts on the topic. 

By The Numbers - Bullying In America

In a survey of 12- to 18-year-olds:
• 27.8 percent said they had been bullied at 

school.
• 18.3 percent said they were the subject of 

rumors.
• 17.6 percent said they were insulted or called 

names.
• 9 percent of students said they had been cy-

berbullied.
• 7.9 percent said they had been pushed, shoved, 

tripped or spit on.
• 5.5 percent said they were purposefully ex-

cluded from activities.
• 5 percent said they were threatened.

(Source: National Center for Education Statistics)
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Muskogee, OK 74401.
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students perform a dance promoting unity 
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When parents are involved, 
children do better in school and 
the schools are better for their 
involvement. Getting involved at 
your children’s schools is one of 
the best ways you can help your 
children stay in school and get 
better grades as they grow. We 
believe that parents, guardians, 
grandparents and other caring 
adults are the most vital partners 
in the success of every student. 
Our schools, teachers and stu-
dents depend on volunteers to 
help with a variety of projects, 

events and other student needs. Volunteering any amout of time 
to the schools will demonstrate to your children, their teachers, 
and this community that you value education.

PARENT 
INVOLVEMENT

Is it really important?
YES!

Show your children their school lives are important 
to you by making sure school is part of your life too -

Become a Volunteer Today!
Follow these easy steps to become a Muskogee Public 
School volunteer:

1. Fill out a volunteer application and survey, available at 
your child’s school office or online at www.mpsi20.org.

2. Return the completed form to any school office or the 
BEST Center located at 202 W. Broadway, (918) 684-3700.

One Team - One Vision - 
One Community

ROUGHER SAFE CALL
ALL CALLS/TEXTS COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL

918-200-9836

ROUGHERS KEEPING ROUGHERS SAFE

This emergency number is designed to give students and parents 
a confidential number to notify the Muskogee Campus Police 

and administration of any unsafe areas or situations. The student 
or parents can call about bullying, threats, sexual harrassment, 

fights, vandalism or any other concerns at any time. 

   24       7        365
    hours a day            days a week              days a year



Muskogee Public 
Schools said goodbye 
to a beloved long-time 
employee during a 
special reception Sept. 
5 at the Transportation 
Department. Linda 
Chaffin, department 
secretary, retired after 
28 years of service ef-
fective Sept. 5. Friends 
and coworkers gath-
ered to give her a big 
send off and wished 
her well, making her 
promise to drop in and 
visit from time to time.

Muskogee’s Early Childhood Center celebrated veterans Sept. 
11 with a patriotic parade.

Whittier Principal Ed Wallace and teachers Sandy Cason and Klaire Price served 
hot dogs at the at the Back to School Block Party held Aug. 28. About 185 stu-
dents and parents attended the welcome-back celebration!

Visit us online at www.mpsi20.org



Amy Scott’s sixth-grade class at Grant Foreman beats the heat 
on what was probably the last 100-plus degree day of the year, 
playing cooperative games indoors for break time. 

Pre-schoolers enjoyed water 
fun just before Labor Day at 
Benjamin Franklin Science 
Academy, and learned about 
volume, sinking, floating, 
evaporation and measure-
ments along the way. 

Cherokee Elementary has 
had a beautiful new start this 
year with new carpet in the 
classrooms and  new roof. 

Here, Kayla is trying out the 
new photo booth in the music 
room! Below, Cherokee boys 
celebrate after hearing a song 
they recorded for an upcom-
ing album in conjunction with 
the Oklahoma Music Hall of 
Fame!



WHEN THIS IS WHAT YOU GET WHEN 
YOU TRY TO TALK TO YOUR KIDS ABOUT 

SCHOOL...

...TRY THESE THIS 
INSTEAD:

There isn’t one right way, one perfect question, or one right time to have 
these conversations. Here are some suggestions to try:

Greet your child with an enthusiastic hello. Try saying “great to see you!” 
or “I missed you!” or simply, “I hope you had a good day,” instead of “How 
was school?” These statements communicate what you really feel without 
instantly putting your child on the spot with a question. As a result, your 
child is more likely to speak about her day.

Allow your child not to talk right after school. Many kids don’t want to 
talk the minute they walk in the door. They want to have a snack, call a 
friend, or just chill out. (Think about how you feel when you walk in after a 
long day at work. Wouldn’t you rather put your feet up and talk later?)

Say what’s on your mind. If what you really need to know is “How did 
you do on the math test?” just ask. If you fish around, your child will resent 
it more. “But keep in mind that if you frequently ask questions about tests, 
that’s all kids will think you care about,” notes Lawrence Cohen, Ph.D.

Let the talk emerge naturally. Discuss the day while you cook dinner, read 
together, or check homework. But try not to use dinner as a time to talk 
about problems like homework or tests. Everybody needs a break!

Listen before you talk. Let your child lead you into conversations on her 
own. Sometimes your child will drop hints without your asking, like “We 
planted seeds today!” or “Where’s the atlas? I need to find Antarctica.” 

Don’t jump in to fix your child’s problem immediately. If your child 
brings up a problem like “I hate my teacher!” take it in stride. First, find out 
what else your child has to say and what he wants to do about it. You might 
encourage your child to figure out solutions by asking, “What do you think 
you want to do about this?” and “Is there something you’d like me to do?” 
Follow up later with “How did your new strategies work?” or “You haven’t 
mentioned math class lately, does that mean it’s going better?” 

If the problem is serious, discuss it with the teacher in private, either via 
email or phone call, never in the classroom in front of other students. 

(Source: pbs.org/parents/education)

How was 
school 
today?

....grunt...snarfle...
where’s the 

milk?

BFSA
Oct. 6 – Muskogee Fire Department Fire 
Clowns visit Pre-k and Kindergarten.
Oct. 6-10 – Prevent Blindness Week – stu-
dents will be receiving vision screenings at 
school. (If parents signed permission slips 
during enrollment)
Oct. 9 – Student Council candidates will 
give speeches during lunch.
Oct. 10 – Student Council candidates will 
be introduced during Light Up.
Oct. 10 – First graders visit Muskogee Fire 
Department safety clown show at the Civic 
Center.
Oct. 15 – Pre-K and Kindergarten are visit-
ing the pumpkin patch in Bixby.
Oct. 31 – Pre-K and Kindergarten will hold 
the 50th Day Sock Hop, cost $2 per child.

Cherokee
Oct. 15. - Academic/Character Awards 
Assemblies.
Oct. 21 - Eastern District Honor Choir per-
formance, 6 p.m.
Oct. 30 - Fun Fall Festival PTO carnival.

CREEK
Creek Transporta-

tion Day is coming 
October 3rd!

PTO is hosting a 
Creek Skate Night the 
second Monday of 
each month.

Students will be able 
to skate from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. for $4 at the 
Muskogee Skating 
Rink on Gibson Street.

The class with the 
most students attend-
ing will receive a $50 
gift certificate for use 
in the classroom.

The PTO hopes to 
see many parents and 
students there!

Regular PTO meet-
ings will be held on 
the fifth week of each 
nine weeks.

All parents, guard-
ians and staff are 
members of Creek 
PTO, so you do not 
have to “sign up.” 

Please plan on at-
tending meetings and 
helping support our 
school in the educa-
tion of our children.

The chili supper is 
the big fundraiser each 
year and will be on 
Thursday, Nov. 6 this 
year. 

Thank you for your 
support!

SADLER
ARTS ACADEMY 

Sadler Arts Academy is hosting a blood drive 
with the American Red Cross from 2 to 6 

p.m. Monday, Oct. 6 in Sadler Arts Academy 
Auditorium, 800 Altamont St.

For more information, contact Jenny Jamison 
via email at jenny.jamison@mpsi20.org



School Announcements

Whittier
Oct. 2 - 80’s for Alzheimer’s Dance
Oct. 7 - Whittier McTeacher Night  4-8 p.m.
Oct. 20 - Picture Day
Oct. 27 – 31 Red Ribbon Week  Festivities
Oct. 30 - Halloween Dance

IRVING
Oct. 1 - 16 - annual food drive
Oct. 3 - JA in a day for grades K-5
Oct. 6 - Biz town trip for fifth-graders
Oct. 29 - School picture retakes
Oct. 30 - Fall Carnival
Oct. 31 - Nine-weeks and  Leadership 
awards assembly and fall parties.

ECC
Oct. 7 - Fire Clowns – Green Phase  
  Pumpkin Patch – Blue Phase 
Oct. 9 - Fire Clowns – Blue Phase   
  Pumpkin Patch – Green Phase  
Oct. 21-22 - Blindness Prevention
          Screening    
Oct. 21 - Pumpkin Patch – Yellow Phase  
    School Picture Retakes   
Oct. 24 - Student of the Month Assembly 
Oct. 30 - Fall Carnival 
    ECC King/Queen Fundraiser 
    Crowning Ceremony  
Oct. 31 - Fall Parties

Mark your calendars for Parent 
University December 4th!

HARRIS-JOBE
Oct. 23 - PTO meeting
Oct. 31 - Dress as your favorite story book 
character!

Grant Foreman
Oct. 24 - 9 a.m. Awards Assembly K-3rd
    10 a.m. Awards Assembly 4th-6th

Pershing
The Pershing PTA is holding a member-
ship drive during the month October. 
Please join us for an informational meeting 
at 4 p.m. Monday, Oct. 6 in the library.

DISTRICT DATES TO REMEMBER
Oct. 9 - Homecoming Festival, 6-8 p.m. Downtown

Oct. 14- Regular School Board meeting, 6 p.m. at BEST Center, 202 W. Broad-
way.

Oct. 15 - End of first nine-weeks.

Oct. 15 and 17 - NO SCHOOL - FALL BREAK

Nov. 11 - Regular School Board meeting, 6 p.m. at BEST Center, 202 W. Broad-
way.

Nov. 24-28 - NO SCHOOL - THANKSGIVING BREAK

Attention all 
parents and guardians:

It is extremely important that you turn in 
any enrollment update papers or applications 
for free/reduced lunches as soon as possible. 
Additionally, it is extremely important for 
your children’s schools to have current contact 
information for you and emergency contacts. If 
your phone or address has changed, please call 
the  school office to update ASAP. Thank you.



Join us for the MHS Student Council 

HOMECOMING FESTIVAL!
Between Second and Third streets on Broadway in Downtown Muskogee

6-8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 9

Spirit Wagon Parade begins @ 6:30 p.m. 
$5 all-you-can-bounce inflatables, and much more! 
Free admission (games, food etc. prices vary) 


