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The Muskogee Public Schools commu-
nity has a proud tradition of investing 
in its children. This was again shown 
in 2013 when district voters approved a 
$47.5 million bond issue. This measure 
provided each of our student in grades 
7 -12 with a personal computer loaded 

with the new 
digital curricu-
lum.  
I am proud 

to say that our 
schools have 
completed the 
distribution of 
the comput-
ers and began 
the process of 
blending tech-
nology into the 
classroom.  

Our students are doing an excellent job 
of taking responsibility for their comput-
ers, and are making great use of them at 
home and at school.
The building projects are in the ground-

breaking phase.  Those projects are the 
new vocational building and athletic 
facility at the high school.   As you drive 

by the high school, you will see a lot of 
dirt work occurring. They are currently 
building a retention pond to control the 
additional water run-off and protect our 
residential neighbors.  Work on the new 
Math and Science facility at AR has 
begun, and building completion is antici-
pated by January next year.  
Instructionally, a great deal of dis-

cussion is taking place across our 
district and throughout the country 
regarding how to increase student 
achievement. 
In MPS, that conversation begins 

with the term “Professional Learn-
ing Community.” The term has 
been used by education researchers 
to describe a more collaborative 
and collegial approach to teaching than 
a traditional isolated, closed-classroom-
door model.
The framework has been used by our 

district for the last seven years to guide 
and focus on school improvement ef-
forts. It also helps us evaluate and refine 
our learning structures and teaching 
practices with the goal of increasing 
student achievement. 
We have just completed our mid-year 

presentation review of our teacher 
PLC’s.  It is very evident that our teach-
ers have an unwavering focus on results, 
with every employee being responsible 
for student success. 
The presentations highlighted that our 

staff is committed to continuously im-

proving their work and to incorporating 
changes that are needed to help students 
achieve at high levels.
With the changing educational land-

scape, MPS’s collaborative approach 
will remain the core of our profession-
al practice. This involves high levels 
of collegial trust, a shared passion 
for teaching and learning, and a com-
mitment to continuous improvement. 
Accountability is alive in MPS.
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Congratulations to Muskogee High School (Excellence), 
Rougher Alternative Academy, Alice Robertson Junior 
High, Benjamin Franklin Science Academy, Cherokee, 

Creek (Excellence), Early Childhood Center, Grant Fore-
man, Harris Jobe, Irving, Pershing, Sadler Arts Academy 

(Excellence), Tony Goetz (Excellence), and Whittier - 
“Certified Healthy” by the 

Oklahoma Turning Point Council!



The Education Foundation of Musk-
ogee’s annual tradition supports 
Muskogee Public School teachers and 
students - and it’s fun!
The Foundation’s Sixth Annual 

Trivia Challenge, Battle of the Brains, 
will be held on Feb. 21 at the Musk-
ogee Civic Center from 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m. 
The event is a fundraiser to support 

the group’s Grants to Teachers pro-
gram. 
The Trivia Challenge will include 

competing tables answering questions 
from six trivia categories, dinner, 
dessert auction and live auction. 
Many spectacular activities, pro-

grams and learning experiences 
couldn’t have been had at MPS 
without the help of the annual teacher 
grants from the Education Founda-

tion. Grants received by MPS teach-
ers for 2012-2013 included the:
- Mallory Paige Coburn Grant – 

Here in the Real World, Beverly 
Boyer, Creek Elementary 
- Yaffe Iron and Metal Grant – Jazz 

It Up, Mellissa Agee, Irving Elemen-
tary 
- Bank of Oklahoma Grant – 

En”core” Common Core Information 
Texts, Regina Batie, Harris Jobe  
Elementary 
- Armstrong Bank Grant – The Writ-

ing Fix: A Common Core Necessity, 
Georgie Chapuis, Sadler Arts Acade-
my 
- First National Bank Grant – Can 

You Catch a Falling Star, Angela 
Cummings, Creek Elementary 
- American Bank and Citizens Secu-

rity Bank Grant – The Music In Me, 

Teresa Pointer, Pershing     Elemen-
tary 
- Mahylon’s Inc. Grant – Sing Me 

a Song, Rogena McClain, Whittier 
Elementary  
- Muskogee Phoenix/Virgil Mat-

thews Grant – Anger Management 
and Abuse Recovery, Shirley    Mor-
gan-Glenn, - Rougher Alternative 
Academy 
- Exchange Club Grant – Parent 

University, Judy Myers, Harris Jobe 
Seating for Trivia Night is limited. 

All gifts are tax deductible. 
Contact Elizabeth Ross at 918-348-

0999 or via email at trivianight2014@
yahoo.com if you have any question 
or to purchase a table or tickets.
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February is Black History Month



Almost too cool for school
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   Janet Lopez’s engineering students recently received a MakerBot 
Replicator 2X.  
   It is a dual extrusion printer, which means it can print in two colors. 
Earlier 3D printers only printed in one color. 
   The City of Muskogee Foundation funded the printer, which will go a 
long way toward pushing engineering students at MHS to the forefront 
of technology.
   So far, the students and Lopez have experimented with simple designs 
and pre-loaded designs as they learn the process.
   In the future, it will be used to create model designs for the Engineer-
ing Design and Development class.
   Students benefit from being able to put their creations in a physical 
form, which will be vital as they learn the design process.
  Lopez hopes her students’ creativity will lead to exciting, workable 
prototypes in the near future.

 The most beautiful love 
story ever told comes to life 
on the stage at Muskogee High 
School Performing Arts Center…
Disney’s Beauty and The Beast! 
 This smash hit Broadway 
musical, based on the Academy 
Award®-winning animated fea-
ture film, tells the story of “Far off 
places, daring sword fights, magic 
spells, and a prince in disguise!”

 Tickets are cur-
rently on sale through any 
cast member or by calling 
Muskogee High School at 
918-684-3750.  
 The show will run 
February 20 – 22, 2014 at 
7:30 nightly and February 
23, 2014 will be a 2:00 pm 
matinee.  Don’t miss out 
on this, get your tickets 
today.
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By: Ernest Thompson 

Muskogee High School Repertory Theatre  

Presents: 

January 9, 2014–  Doors open 6:30pm Curtain 7pm 

January 10, 2014- Doors open 6:30pm Curtain 7pm 

January 11,2014–  Dinner seating 5:30pm  

     Regular Doors open 6:30pm  

     Curtain: 7pm     

January 12, 2011- Matinee Doors open 1:30pm Curtain 2pm 

Regular tickets-$5             D
inner tickets-$20        Table seating for 6 for $100 

(Dinner  is 3 courses 1) Salad  2) Spaghetti with meat sauce, garlic bread from Ginos  3)Selection of desserts  

Tickets may be purchased from any MHRT member  

Or contact: 

Ms. Kat Trueblood (918) 348-8653 
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“Every job is a 
self-portrait of 
the person who 

does it. 
These 

employees 
autograph 
their work 

with 
excellence.
~Author 
unknown
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ROUGHER SAFE CALL

918-200-9836
ALL CALLS/TEXTS COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL

  24    7   365
hours a day days a week days a year

roughers keeping roughers safe
This emergency number is designed to give students and parents 

a confidential number to notify the Muskogee Campus Police 
and administration of any unsafe areas or situations. The stu-
dent or parents can call about bullying, threats, sexual harass-
ment, fights, vandalism or any other unsafe events at any time.

NUTRITION AND WELLNESS EDUCATION

By Karah Lehman, Nutrition Education Coordinator
What Makes a Healthy Meal?

             Child Nutrition Services has im-
plemented a new way for students to 
identify the healthiest options avail-
able during school meals and learn 
what qualifies as a complete meal. 
School meals are served in compli-
ance with the USDA School Meal 
Regulations as well as the Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans. 

There are five food groups that 
meal components can be classified 
as: fruit, vegetable, grain, protein, 
and dairy. 

   Some foods, such as cheese and beans, can be classified into two 
groups: Dairy and protein or protein and vegetables. Some meal 
components, such as a bean and cheese burrito, will fall into two 
food groups: Protein and grain. 
   In our school cafeterias we use colored dots to identify what food 
components belong in which food group. To make a complete meal, 
students must have at least three components including one fruit or 
vegetable.

Start your spring 
cleaning early! 

  
  Please bring your unwanted 
cooking, recipe or other kind 
of magazines that have pictures 
of food items to your child’s 

elementa-
ry school.   
March is Na-
tional Nutri-
tion Month, 
and Child 

Nutrition Services is hosting a 
placemat decorating competi-
tion at those schools that want 
to participate. 
  Students will have the oppor-
tunity to decorate a Healthy 
Tray placemat to win some cool 
prizes or a fruit and veggie cele-
bration! 

Food for All! 
  
  During the 
month of 
March, stu-
dents will be 
collecting food 
items for a 
district-wide food drive. 
  Be on the lookout for more in-
formation on this effort to help 
our school families and commu-
nity!
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Did you know?
  The health of students is linked to their academic success. Both physical activity and 

healthy eating may help improve academic achievement.*
  

  Healthy lifestyle habits, including healthy eating and physical activity, can lower the 
risk of becoming obese and developing related diseases.*
  
  Schools play a particularly critical role by establishing a safe and supportive environ-
ment with policies and practices that support healthy behaviors. Schools also provide 
opportunities for students to learn about and practice healthy eating and physical 

activity behaviors.*
             These statistics are why MPS has a District Wellness Council. This is a group of 
representatives who want to make a positive impact on the health and lives of the students, 
schools, and community. 

  Parents are welcome and encouraged to join the 
MPS District Wellness Council at their next meet-
ing.
  The Wellness Council meets to discuss current and 
proposed policies and opportunities to positively 
impact the health of our students, faculty, and 
community. 
  Please contact karah.lehman@mpsi20.org for more 
information on the next meeting.

*Statistics from cdc.gov.
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Around the District

1. Students at Irving Elementary donated money for “Kindness Changes Everything,” a school service proj-
ect sponsored by Native American Student Advocacy to purchase hats, gloves, socks, and toiletry items for 
30 homeless men and women at the Gospel Rescue Mission. 

2. Raylene Foster of the Salvation Army, left, Muskogee High School Octagon Club President Amanda O’Ne-
al and student sponsor Cynthia Kane show some of the 200 coats the club donated to the Salvation Army.

3. Muskogee High School’s  JROTC Cadet  Corps cadets Faith Innis, Skyler Neel, Ariel Hopkins and Mi-
randa Wood pack one of the many boxes of toys collected during the their Annual Toy Drive in support of  
Muskogee WISH (Women in Safe Home. )   

4. Travon Logan and Brooklyn Thomas at Harris Jobe Elementary show off their gingerbread houses.

5. Tyler Hill, left, Associate Director of the White House Initiative on American Indian and Alaska Native 
Education Sedelta Oosawee, Bailee Allen, and Muskogee Public Schools Director of Indian Education David 
Walkingstick pose for a picture during a recent trip to OKC. The Oklahoma Council for Indian Education 
has elected Hill and Allen, both sophomores at Muskogee High School, as Youth Advisory Board at-large 
members.

6. Students from Muskogee High School, Alice Robertson Junior High and Sadler Arts Academy earned 
places in either the Oklahoma Music Educators Association Children’s Choir or the Oklahoma Choral Di-
rectors Association Junior High Mixed Chorus, Women’s Chorus or Jazz Choir in December.

7. Muskogee Public School Superintendent Mike Garde, left, recently presented Armstrong Bank’s Chairman 
of the Board Sinclair Armstrong; President and Chief Executive Officer Billy Taylor; and the president and 
CEO of the bank’s holding company, Duwayne Briley, with special recognition from the Muskogee Area 
Educational Consortium for Armstrong Bank’s support of Muskogee area schools.
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1. Jorden Hanlon, Adrian Billingsley, and Justin Nail from Ms. Barron’s Kindergarten class at 
Whittier celebrate the recent Jimmie Johnson Foundation grant the school received, which will 
help expand and improve the school library.

2. & 3. Sarah McWilliams after-school Gifted and Talented Class made catapults.

4. Sixth grade students from Mrs. Miltier and Mrs. Kennedy’s class conducted research in the 
library on a historical figure of their choice.  They were then asked to perform their historical 
figure for Rise and Shine. 

5. & 6. Amy Tull’s class at Benjamin Franklin Science Academy make “geobread houses.” They 
had to measure, find the perimeter and area of their houses.  They then had to symmetrically 
color and design their house.  After they had it designed, they cut it out and assemble it.  Once 
they finished the paper copy of their house they made gingerbread houses out of graham 
crackers, icing and various candies. 

7. An MPS Special Olympics athlete meets a University of Oklahoma Football player at the 
recent Special Olympics event the students attended.

8. The MPS Special Olympics Volleyball Team took gold!
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