
Volunteers, 
much loved, 
much needed, 
Page 9

Inside MPS
April 2014



Children need an adult in their lives to take a moment each day to 
recognize their existence, to make them feel special and loved, and 
simply be there for them. 
As educators, we are intentional about our desire to ensure that 

every student is engaged by 
us in a positive way each and 
every day.  
We encourage 

the same of any-
one that comes 
in contact with 
a student.  It 
doesn’t require 
additional re-
sources of time 
or money- just 
smiling, asking a 
question, making eye contact, 
or simply saying hello.  
These simple actions will 

reap immense rewards at 
home, at play and at school.
Volunteering and mentoring 

are an opportunity to be there for our students and be an integral part 
of the MPS team in educating our students.
We encourage anyone interested to complete a volunteer application 

and turn it in to the Human Resources office for approval. Anyone 
wishing to participate on campus MUST have an approved volunteer 
application on file.
The approval process may take up to a week, so please plan ahead. 
Volunteers will work with the staff member assigned and set a 

schedule for coming to assist at the school. 

Volunteers work with students, help with clerical tasks, tutoring 
in reading and/or math, attend field trips, help with special projects 
such as Junior Achievement, and assist with many other important 
aspects to meet the educational needs of our students.
When you serve as a mentor, you enrich your own life as much as 

you do the life of a child. Mentoring leads to new experiences, new 
connections, new 
insights, and new 
satisfactions for 
both them mentor 
and the student.
A caring indi-

vidual enhances 
the positive 
development of 
a child and helps 
them model their 

behaviors and attitudes towards a better, more promising future. 
This support and guidance, in the form of mentoring, contributes to 
creating an encouraging, nurturing environment that allows children 
to believe in themselves and their dreams. 
Mentors will be assigned one or two students to mentor. 
It is a commitment of meeting with the students a minimum of once 

per week during the students’ lunch period. 
Mentors listen to students read, help academically, play learning 

games, encourage students, and simply spend time with their mentor 
student.
Volunteering and Mentoring provides a win-win opportunity for ev-

eryone, so be there for a child today. The benefits will last a lifetime.
Applications are located on the district webpage www.mpsi20.org 

under the “Community” tab or you can call Human Resources at the 
BEST Center, (918) 684-3700.
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2003 MHS grad, Erin Ander-
son, knew in 9th grade that she 
loved languages. Muskogee High 
School’s foreign language offer-
ings allowed her to take 2 years 
of French and 5 years of Latin, 
the parent language of French 
and the other Romance Languag-
es. 

Taking French piqued Ander-
son’s interest in eventually living 
in France, a dream she realized 
in 2012 as a student at Universi-
té Paris VIII while on exchange 
from the University of Illinois. 
Today she is Planning Special-
ist for the McDonald’s Division 
of Coca-Cola Canada located in 
Tulsa. As such, she handles the 
company’s Canadian provinces 
and Northern Territories, which 
includes French-speaking Que-
bec. She also works alongside 

French- speaking co-workers 
from Haiti, Central African Re-
public, and Côte d’Ivoire.

Anderson is an accomplished 
musician, another passion rooted 
in Muskogee. She credits her pia-
no teacher, the late Helen James, 
as the single most influential 
figure in her musical life. An-
derson studied under James for 
12 years, 
where she 
was en-
couraged 
to be cre-
ative while 
also being 
introduced 
to the clas-
sical com-
posers. 

She is currently writing a solo 
album and has released an EP 
with her Chicago-based band, 
The Rosen Association. Ander-
son also gives credit to her mom 
and dad, Tim and Joy Anderson, 
for inspiring her with an early 
introduction to music through 
the Beatles, Beach Boys and Joni 
Mitchell.

Anderson recognizes her own 
persistence, diligence and hard 
work as factors leading to suc-

cess. “Learning French in Paris, 
one of the snobbiest cities in the 
world, was frightening,” Ander-
son says, “but without taking big 
leaps I would never have learned 
as much as I have - especially 
if I had let fear get in the way 
of what I wanted, to learn and 
grow!” 

Her advice to students at MHS 
is to never let any-
one tell you that 
your dreams are not 
valid. “The biggest 
investment you can 
make is in yourself,” 
Anderson says. “The 
road to success is 
paved with many, 
many small failures! 
Seek out people who 

respect and believe in you. Don’t 
be afraid to go after the things 
you want. If you don’t know what 
those are, be patient with your-
self until you figure it out. Work 
on the things you know need 
improvement in your life and in 
yourself. There is no deadline for 
becoming the person you want 
to be. Above all, always try to be 
grateful for what you have, how-
ever small, and be kind to every-
one. Dare to believe in things!” 
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MHS Grad Erin Anderson Follows Her 
Dreams - to Paris and Back



The March 11 meeting saw lots of celebration for employees and students, new hires and im-
portant changes to the school schedule. The Board voted to extend the current schedule we are 
on – 10 mins early 15 later or 10 mins early 16 later for high school – through the end of the 
school year to make up the recent days lost to inclement weather.

They hired a new Athletic Director, Garrett Davis. Visit our website www.
mpsi20.org for more information about Mr. Davis.

The Board had a visit from Coach John Petty and 
three marvelous wrestlers, Jacobe Smith and Daway-
lon Barnes, who both placed first at state, and Adonis 
Cole, who placed fourth. Way to go Roughers!

There was also a visit from Diane Walker 
and some of her students, who told the board about their trip to the 
State Capitol for OKcloseup. More Roughers making us proud! 

And, drumroll please, we announced our employees of the month:

Kat Trueblood, MHS; Phyllis Griffin, Cherokee; Kathy Jones, RAA; 
and Antonio Thurston,  Irving. Congrats employees! You are much appreciated!

          

...for March 11 meeting...
Next meeting 6 p.m. April 15
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(Full meeting minutes can be found at www.mpsi20.org.)
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Pi/Pie Day
Harris Jobe Elementary stu-

dents and their principal, Dr. 
Justin Walker, made March 
14 more than a mathemat-
ical celebration in honor of 
“Pi Day.” They turned it into 
a fundraiser and used their 
“synonym powers” to make it 
“Pie Day” too!
Students collected more 

than $600 through two 
coin drives to buy books 
for Women In Safe Home 
(WISH). The 10 students 
who collected the most coins 
got to hit Principal Dr. Justin 
Walker in the face with a pie 
during Pi Day.
Library-media special-

ist Gina Batie said the $600 
bought 162 books for WISH. 

 “From there to here, from here to there, 

funny things are everywhere.” ~ Dr. Seuss
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Pennies 
for the 

Papilion!

Several elementary classrooms participated in 
a fundraiser for the Papilion at Honor Heights 
Park, collecting change to help buy chryslasides 
and butterflies. Pershing Elementary had the most 
classrooms participate, while Debbie Voegeli’s 
class at Tony Goetz collected the most money for 
the Papilion and won a free class field trip! Thank 
you to Mrs. Voegli, Watts, Davis, Legg and their 
classes at Tony Goetz. Thank you to the office staff 
and Lorenz’s class at BFSA, Mrs. Reavis and her 
class at Creek, Mrs. Rowan and her class at ECC, 
the office staff at Sadler and McCann, Rice, Rob-
inson, Thomson, Sparks, Johnson, Mayes, Thom-
as, Garrett, Kirk, East, Crissman and all their 
classes at Pershing! 
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These are the endeavors of the Robotic Team Rougher-
bots. Its one-year mission: To explore strange new designs, 

to seek out new ideas and new possibilities, 
to boldly go where no robot has gone before.

The 2013-2014 VEX Toss-Up Robotic Competition began like every other season. Some students re-
turning from last year came in with solid, substantial experience of one year, while the others came 
in with some Lego Mindstorm experience or simply no experience at all.  But this does not deter 
these determined individuals in seeking out new ideas, new designs…the possibilities are infinite! 

The season started off with several delays and cancellations.  The winter weather came with a ven-
geance and was a challenge throughout the season.  Finally after the Christmas break, the teams of 
4501 hit the arena. First up was Cherokee Nation VRC. 

The competition was fierce on the Battlefield. Only one team would find victory. Team 4501G 
proudly walked away with the “Paul Bickford Judges Award, recognized for exemplary effort and 
perseverance at the event, and 4501M received the “Judges Recognition Award” for an innovative 
designed robot. Next up was our very own Muskogee Robotathon. 

Fifty teams gathered from across the state and converged at Alice Robertson Junior High for a 
“War of Epic Proportion.” Gears stripped, motors stalled, controllers fried. Once the smoke cleared, 
Team 4501G received the Energy Award. 

Next, it was time to prepare for the brutal State Championship Tournament. The competition was 
aggressive. It was a “Take No Prisoners” event. The top teams from around the state went head-
to-head for three top spots that would ultimately qualify them for the opportunity to go the VEX 
Worlds Championship in Anaheim California. From the RougherBots, three teams were invited to go 
to the State Championship, 4501A, 4501G and 4501M. 

The event was held at Oklahoma City University in Edmond, OK. Once the dust had settled, two 
RougherBot teams triumphantly took two of the three qualifying spots available for VEX Worlds in 
the Middle School Division. Team 4501M was part of the Championship Alliance and team 4501G re-
ceived the Design Award.

All of the RougherBot teams (4501A, 4501B, 4501G, 4501M, 4501X & 4501Z) put together remarkable 
robots and competed like true champions. Unfortunately, only a few spots are available for the VEX 
Worlds Championship. Although some of the teams did not taste the thrill of victory, they were not 
void of a fun and challenging competition that allowed them to put their designs and ideas to the 
test. 

Many of these students will be returning next year for a new VEX game. More information is to 
come and is yet to be announced. This has been the 3rd season for the RougherBots Robotics pro-
gram here at ARJH. The students demonstrated excellent attitude and sportsmanship in competi-
tion. These students have made the ARJH RougherBots an amazing program to be a part of.

(Written by David Bandy)
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“Unless someone like 
you cares a whole 
awful lot, nothing is 
going to get better.  
It’s not.” ~Dr. Seuss

A visit to Jill Dotson’s class during Read Across 
America week was a trip into another world – the world of Dr. 

Seuss. Giant flowers, Seuss-style snacks, a classroom full of “Cats in the Hat” and Thing 
One and Thing Two transformed the classroom, thanks to the generous support of Dot-
son’s volunteers.

Kendall Roberts, whose son Julian is in Dotson’s class and three friends – Olga Stuckey, 
Joann Perryman and Shirley Cherry regularly visit the classroom.

Dotson said the group volunteers about once a month in her classroom, bringing en-
richment activities to the class. 

“They are wonderful,” Dotson said. “The students enjoy their attention and the activi-
ties every time.”

On “Dr. Seuss Day,” the first-graders enjoyed the snacks and games, but also lots of 
reading and writing activities which support learning.

Research shows volunteers such as Roberts and her friends are exactly what public 
school classrooms need, and Muskogee Public Schools welcomes community volunteers 
into its schools. 

Volunteers can do a multitude of things for all ages at MPS, including sitting in the 
classroom offering assistance with assignments, helping the teacher, eating lunch with 
the students, shooting hoops in the gym with teenagers or reading books to younger 
students.

All parents and community members need to do is visit the BEST Center at 202 W. 
Broadway and fill out a volunteer application. 

After a free background check, volunteers are able to work with the classroom or 
school of their choice to arrange volunteer time. 

It’s that simple. And the value of the time given is priceless to MPS students.
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Read Across America celebrates Dr. Seuss

Muskogee’s Early 
Childhood Center 
staff put on a fun Dr. 
Seuss show for their 
4-year-olds during 
Read Across America 
Week!

Reading 
“Seussically” 
at Creek!

Many schools had special visitors read 
Dr. Seuss books to the students - such 
as The Honorable Judge Toni Bradley 
Smith, municipal judge for the City of 
Muskogee. Smith, shown here, read at 
Cherokee Elementary.



Around the District
1. Students excercise on the walking track at Creek Elementary.

2. A student at Tony Goetz does a “100th Day of School” activi-
ty.

3. Harris Jobe sixth-graders collaborate to create Oreo towers to 
discover mean, median, mode, range.
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4. The Oklahoma Children’s Theatre, spon-
sored by BancFirst, presented Hansel & 
Gretel to Sadler Arts Academy on Friday.
“They did a fabulous job! Very entertaining 
and interactive! The kids ‘grew’ berry bush-
es, magical beans and even ratted out Gretel 
to the witch,” said Stephanie Folsom, Banc-
First-Muskogee
Customer Service Officer.
Thank you to the Oklahoma Children’s The-
atre for visiting Muskogee!

5. Tony Goetz NASA students Alex Starr, 
Charles Mason, Gage Foreman, Keyera Lan-
troop, and Kendra Dennis break for lunch 
at Creek Nation Challenge Bowl in Beggs.
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1. Muskogee High wrestlers Jacobe 
Smith and Dawaylon Barnes celebrate 
their gold-medal wins at the Class 6A 
wrestling championships at State Fair 
Arena in Oklahoma City. Congratula-
tions Roughers!

2. Cadets of the Muskogee Nighthawk 
Squadron were involved in the search 
for for a missing man March 15.  These 
teen cadets are ages 15-17. Four of them 
attend Muskogee High School. The 
missing man was located safely.

3. One of Sally Denton’s students peers 
through a homemade telescope the stu-
dents made.
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4.  Nia Maxwell signed a national letter of intent to play softball for 
Neosho County. This is a great honor for our softball program and 
for this outstanding young woman. Nia was a three-year starter for 
Muskogee High School. Nia was also a member of the 2013 Class 6A 
Academic State Title Team and carries a 3.3 GPA. 

5. Students in Nelita Cash’s 4th grade class at Whittier Elementa-
ry recently had a visit from Tulsa Oiler Ben Gordon and radio an-
nouncer Rob Loeber, “the Voice of the Oilers.”
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