
2021/2022 COVID-19 Guidance for Bismarck School District

Although we faced some challenges during the 2020/2021 school year, Bismarck 
students and educators were successful at maintaining onsite instruction throughout the 
school year when other states remained virtual. COVID-19 has been an unprecedented 
hardship for so many in our state and throughout the country. We continue to work with 
the CDC, ADH, the Governor, and DESE developing procedures for all school operations. 
We are working with these groups to provide guidance regarding best practice that will 
continue to ensure the safety of both students and educators while supporting a strong 
in-person learning environment.

The guidance provided emphasizes implementing layered prevention strategies to protect 
those who are not fully vaccinated. We will continue practicing preventive measures such 
as physical distancing, ventilation, handwashing and respiratory etiquette, staying home 
when sick and getting tested, contact tracing in combination with quarantine and 
isolation, cleaning and disinfection to the extent practical, and highly recommending 
masking. We ask that you please work with us this year to enforce the following safety 
guidelines in order to ensure a safe learning environment for your child and all students 
of Bismarck School District.



Continued Practices to Mitigate the Likelihood of COVID-19 Spread Inside the School

Vaccinations

COVID-19 vaccines are the most effective 
strategy to protect people from getting sick and 
to reduce the risk of people spreading 
COVID-19. Students who are ages 12 and 
older are now eligible to receive the vaccine. 
The vaccine should be made available to those 
5-12 in the early fall we have been told. 
Currently ADH does not recognize the antibody 
test as a way to keep someone from 
quarantine. They are not sure of the science 
behind it so ADH will not accept an antibody 
test for proof of a positive or to keep from 
quarantine. Fully-vaccinated students or 
staff do not need to quarantine if deemed 
close contacts, unless they have/develop 
symptoms.

Masks/Face Coverings

The Bismarck School District, in conjunction with the 
Bismarck School Board and parent/guardian/staff feedback, 
opted to recommend the following CDC guidelines as of 
August 12, 2021. BSD masking requirements are subject to 
change based on COVID-19 conditions throughout the year. 
The CDC currently recommends the following regarding the 
wearing of masks in school settings:                       
Indoors— CDC recommends indoor masking for all 
individuals age 2 years and older, including students, 
teachers, staff, and visitors, regardless of vaccination status.  
Outdoors— In general, people do not need to wear masks 
while outdoors. CDC recommends that people who are not 
fully vaccinated wear a mask in crowded settings or in 
activities which involve sustained close contact with other 
people. Fully vaccinated people might choose to wear a 
mask outdoors if someone in their household is 
immunocompromised.



Bismarck School District Quarantine Guidelines Based on ADH 
Recommendations

·                 Vaccinated students, faculty, and staff that are in close contact with someone 
who tests positive for COVID-19 will not be required to quarantine.

·         Students, faculty, and staff who properly wear a face mask and come in contact 
with someone who tests positive for Covid-19 will not be required to quarantine.

·         Anyone who test positive for Covid-19, regardless of vaccination status, will 
still be required to isolate.

Students who are required to quarantine and/or isolate will be required to participate 
in blended/virtual learning in order to make-up missed class work, as per the Division 
of Elementary and Secondary Education.



Physical Distancing

In order to facilitate in-person learning 5 days per 
week for our students, we will continue to 
implement practices that promote physical 
distancing between individuals and groups of 
individuals. Based on studies from the 2020/2021 
school year, the CDC recommends schools 
maintain at least 3 feet of physical distance 
between students when possible, and at least 6 
feet between those who are not vaccinated. The 
CDC recommends that both of these be combined 
with indoor mask wearing by people who are not 
fully vaccinated to reduce transmission risk. Mask 
use by people who are not fully vaccinated is 
particularly important when physical distance 
cannot be maintained.

Hand Washing/Cleaning

We will continue to have hand sanitizer and 
regular hand washing opportunities throughout 
the campus. Students, teachers, and staff will 
be encouraged to sanitize and/or wash hands 
frequently. School nurses will continue to work 
with our younger students, teaching them 
proper handwashing techniques.

Ventilation

Evidence suggest that improved air circulation is 
beneficial in reducing the spread of COVID-19. 
Whenever possible, we will open windows or 
otherwise work to improve airflow by allowing 
outside air to circulate in the building, and 
thereby lower the concentration of viral particles.



Screening

We ask that teachers, students, and staff 
continue to self-screen as per the ADH 
screening questions before coming to school. 
You should ensure that you have no fever, no 
symptoms, and no exposure to a COVID-19 
positive individual.

Food Service and School Meals

Given the very low risk of transmission from surfaces 
and shared objects, there is no need to limit food 
service approaches to single use items and packaged 
meals. Both breakfast and lunch will be provided free 
of charge this year so we encourage your child to eat 
a school meal. However, we ask that you please 
continue to complete the school meal application, 
which can be done online at 
https://www.lunchapplication.com/ or a paper copy 
can be provided. Completing this meal application 
provides funding to school districts to support students 
and student resources.

Busing

While on buses, we will continue to open or 
crack windows if doing so does not pose a 
safety risk. Keeping windows open, even a few 
inches, improves air circulation. Keeping 
siblings/household members seated together is 
also a helpful strategy. The District is utilizing 
ARP ESSER funds to purchase a number of 
new buses with air conditioning to aid in the 
circulation of air. Masks are also highly 
recommended due to the close nature of a 
bus environment.

https://www.lunchapplication.com/
https://www.lunchapplication.com/


School-Related Activities

We will continue to be mindful of activities 
associated with regular school operations 
that could create a higher risk for COVID-19 
transmission and review ADH guidance for 
specific activity or event protocols. For 
example, athletic programs and activities, 
school dances, club events, 
vocal/instrumental programs, back-to-school 
functions, etc… As guidance is updated 
throughout the year, we will continue to 
update you. Updates will be posted on our 
social media outlets and/or sent via district 
automated texts/phone calls.

Point of Contact and Reporting of Positive Cases

The District POC will continue to be Kimberly Turner. If a 
student or staff member has been identified as a positive 
COVID-19 case and/or been exposed to a COVID-19 
positive individual, please contact the POC for guidance 
regarding isolation (COVID-19 positive) or quarantine 
(There are some conditions that could exempt an exposed 
individual/close contact to the quarantine/isolation 
requirements based on ADH guidelines.).

The District does not recognize at-home COVID tests.

POC Contact Information: (501)617-3464, 7:00am-8:00pm

POC@bsd-lions.net during school breaks (Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, Spring Break, Fall & Winter Breaks)



This document addresses updates to the BSD health guidance as it is 

understood as of today, August 12, 2021. Guidance will be updated as 

needed if additional or new guidance is made available by the CDC, ADH, 

or DESE. We encourage parents, community members, and school staff to 

work together to plan and implement as many strategies as possible to 

make the return to school and continued in-person learning a positive 

experience. Although we may face some challenges this year, if we work 

together for the benefit of our children, we can make it a great year! 

 



Below are the results of the mask survey.  Thank you to everyone 
who participated!


