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CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES UNDER
THE INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT

The School District intends to comply fully with the requirements of the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), its federal implementing regulations and 
state law and regulations concerning children with disabilities.

The School District will provide special education and related services for all 
children with disabilities who reside in the District, including children with 
disabilities attending private schools, in accordance with applicable law. The School 
District will ensure that all children with disabilities between the ages of 3 and 21, 
inclusive, residing within its boundaries, have available to them a free appropriate 
public education, including specially designed instruction to meet their unique 
needs.

Free appropriate public education means special education and related services 
that (1) are provided at public expense, under public supervision and direction, and 
without charge; (2) meet the standards of the State educational agency; (3) include 
preschool, elementary, or secondary school education in the State; and (4) are 
provided in conformity with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) as required 
by the IDEA.

Special education means specially designed instruction, at no cost to the parents, to 
meet the unique needs of a child with a disability, including instruction conducted in 
the classroom, in the home, in hospitals and institutions, and in other settings; and 
instruction in physical education.

Child with a disability means a child evaluated as required by the IDEA as having an 
intellectual disability, a hearing impairment (including deafness), a speech or 
language impairment, a visual impairment (including blindness), serious emotional 
disturbance, an orthopedic impairment, autism, traumatic brain injury, an other 
health impairment, a specific learning disability, deaf-blindness or multiple 
disabilities, who, because of the impairment, needs special education and related 
services.

Related services means transportation, and such developmental, corrective, and 
other supportive services as are required to assist a child with a disability to benefit 
from special education, and includes speech-language pathology and audiology



services; psychological services; physical and occupational therapy; recreation, 
including therapeutic recreation; early identification and assessment of disabilities 
in children; counseling services, including rehabilitation counseling; orientation and 
mobility services; medical services for diagnostic or evaluation purposes; school 
health services; social work services in schools; and parent counseling and training.

In accordance with state law, the School District may satisfy its duty to provide 
special education and related services to children with disabilities who reside in the 
District by (1) directly providing special education for such children; (2) joining in a 
cooperative program with another district or districts to provide special education 
for such children; (3) joining in a written agreement with a public or private 
institution, licensed residential child care and treatment facility or day treatment 
facility within the District to provide special education for children who are deaf or 
hard-of-hearing, children who are blind or partially blind, or other eligible children 
with disabilities; or (4) transferring eligible children with disabilities to other school 
districts which accept them and provide special education and related services, with 
the sending district paying the child’s tuition.

The School District will ensure that, to the maximum extent appropriate, children 
with disabilities, including those in public or private institutions or other care 
facilities, are educated with children who are not disabled. The School District will 
use special classes, separate schooling or other removal of children with disabilities 
from the regular educational environment only if the nature or severity of the 
disability is such that education in regular classes with the use of supplementary aids 
and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily.

A multidisciplinary team convened within the School District will determine whether 
a child is eligible for special education and related services, in accordance with the 
provisions of the IDEA and state law and regulations. The School District will initiate 
and conduct meetings to develop, review and revise the IEP of each eligible child in 
accordance with the law. The School District will take the necessary steps to ensure 
that one or both of the child's parents are present at each meeting or are afforded 
the opportunity to participate.

The School District will conduct a full and individual initial evaluation before the 
initial provision of special education and related services to a child with a disability. 
The initial evaluation will consist of procedures to determine whether the child is a 
child with a disability and the child’s educational needs. The School District will 
obtain an informed consent from the child’s parent before the evaluation is 
conducted. If the parent refuses consent, the School District may continue to pursue 
an evaluation by utilizing the mediation and due process procedures of the IDEA.

The School District will ensure that a reevaluation of each child with a disability is 
conducted if conditions warrant a reevaluation or if the child’s parent or teacher



requests a reevaluation, but at least once every three years, in accordance with the 
IDEA.

Any eligible child with a disability has a right to public education through the twelfth 
grade and completion of a secondary education program. The School District will 
document completion of the twelfth grade by the IEP and transcript records of the 
student. Eligibility for special education and related services in the School District 
will cease upon a determination and documentation of graduation or completion of a 
secondary education program in accordance with the IEP.

In compliance with the IDEA and state law and regulations, the School District has 
established and will maintain procedures to ensure that children with disabilities 
and their parents are guaranteed procedural safeguards with respect to the 
provision of a free appropriate public education. The procedural safeguards 
include:

1. an opportunity for the parents of a child with a disability to examine all 
records relating to the child and to participate in meetings regarding 
the identification, evaluation, and educational placement of the child 
and the provision of a free appropriate public education to the child; 

2. an opportunity for the parents of a child with a disability to obtain an 
independent educational evaluation of the child; 

3. procedures to protect the rights of the child whenever the parents of 
the child are not known, the School District cannot, after reasonable 
efforts, locate the parents, or the child is a ward of the State, including 
assigning an individual to act as a surrogate for the parents; 

4. written notice to the parents of a child with a disability whenever the 
School District proposes to initiate or change or refuses to initiate or 
change the identification, evaluation, or educational placement of the 
child or the provision of a free appropriate public education to the 
child; 

5. procedures designed to ensure that written notice to parents is 
provided in the native language of the parents, unless it clearly is not 
feasible to do so; 

6. an opportunity for mediation; 

7. an opportunity to present complaints with respect to any matter related 
to the identification, evaluation, or educational placement of the child, 
or the provision of a free appropriate public education to the child; and 



8. procedures that require the parent of a child with a disability (or the 
attorney representing the child) to provide notice to the School District 
of a complaint, which must include the name and address of the child, 
the name of the school the child is attending, a description of the 
problem, and a proposed resolution of the problem, if known and 
available to the parent at the time. 

The School District will present a “procedural safeguards notice” to parents upon 
initial referral for evaluation, upon each notification of an IEP meeting, upon 
reevaluation and upon receipt of a request for due process under the IDEA. The 
procedural safeguards notice used by the School District will include a full 
explanation of the procedural safeguards relating to:

1. an independent educational evaluation; 

2. prior written notice; 

3. parental consent; 

4. access to educational records; 

5. opportunity to present complaints to initiate due process hearings; 

6. the child’s placement during the pendency of due process 
proceedings; 

7. procedures for students who are subject to placement in an interim 
alternative educational setting; 

8. requirements for unilateral placement by parents of children in private 
schools at public expense; 

9. mediation; 

10. due process hearings, including requirements for disclosure of 
evaluation results and recommendations; 

11. state-level appeals; 

12. civil actions; 

13. attorneys’ fees; and 

14. state complaint procedures under the IDEA, including a description of 
how to file a complaint and the timelines under those procedures. 


