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The needs of Clarksville I.S.D. should be classified as extreme and in need of immediate 
attention. I inherited a district with an academic rating of a 67 when I arrived here and we now 
sit 12 points better at 79. Although we are better, I can assure those who are reading me that 
this district cannot be fully restored until certain critical infrastructure issues are addressed.  
A school bond places the district and its students in the absolute best position to move beyond 
the healthy 79 rating. Succinctly put: facilities matter and cannot be acquired without the 
majority of local communities making a bold statement by going beyond what is lawfully 
financially required of them and supporting kids attending their local I.S.D.  
 
This edition represents the 2nd in a series in my quest to effectively provide information to all 
interested Clarksville community members. This 2nd edition discusses the specific needs at 
Clarksville High School.  
 

Clarksville High School 
 

Clarksville High has one of the most interesting school facility stories of note. The school burned 
down in the summer of 1987 and reopened in the fall of 1989 through funds gained from 
insurance claims. The current middle school section was part of the high school then serving as 
its library. Due to a 2004 study by an organization specializing in assessing aging facilities, it was 
recommended by them that the current elementary be immediately put out of service for 
students due to class sizes and overall problems associated with aging facilities. Due to two 
failed bonds, the district’s reaction then was to convert the Cheatham Middle School into then  
elementary school and transform the High School library to a middle school where the students 
at Cheatham would now attend school. 
 
Money was needed to prepare and convert Cheatham Middle School into a school that could 
service elementary students and transform the then High School library into a middle school 
that would be able to accept the students scheduled to attend Cheatham Middle school. Due to 



two prior failed bonds in 2007 and 2009, school district leaders were apprehensive about 
proposing another bond proposal in 2011. Instead those officials opted for a 4.7M loan to 
support converting Cheatham Middle School into Cheatham Elementary School and the current 
high school library into Clarksville Middle School.  
 
Perhaps the loan felt like the right thing to do at that time yet for a district this size it has had 
enormous and consequential effects on district operations since then. Loans are secured yet 
always are accompanied with a repayment schedule. We are in the midst of the repayment 
schedule where we are paying off a loan in installments of roughly $175K per year. It is the 
same $175K that keeps us placing almost 4 extra teachers in front of our students for extra 
support or academic advancement.  
 
Speaking specifically of facilities, not only have this loan payment impeded the district’s ability 
to address academic and facility upgrades at the entire district level, it has played an impact on 
the district being able to provide any upgrades on its one just at the High School and Middle 
School level. In case you missed it, we have done little to address the technology and facility 
shortcomings at both the Middle School and High School since the 2011 loan adjustment due to 
the current repayment plan that we must be committed to. The things that are in need right 
now at this campus are the restoration of all the bathrooms, consistency on the campus with in 
the area of technology as some classes still have chalk boards instead of interactive boards for 
optimal learning experiences, a library that reflects 21st century educational practices and 
learning opportunities for our students. 
 
 
 
  


