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A NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S  T O  

K N O W  
 

APR 4-APR 21 OSTP Testing 

Window 

APR 6 Beautiful Day & Double 

Gotcha Day 

APR 7 First Friday Assembly 

APR 12 Gotcha Store 

APRL 13 Triple Gotcha Day 

APR 14 NO SCHOOL! 

APR 21 Hop Shop 

APR 25 Double Gotcha Day 

APR 26 Gotcha Store 

APR 28 3rd Grade Land Run 

MAY 1-12 DIBELS End of Year 

Benchmark Testing 

APR 5 First Friday Assembly & 

Hop Shop 

MAY 9 Double Gotcha Day 

MAY 10 Special Gotcha Store 

MAY 16 Double Gotcha Store 

MAY 17 Gotcha Store 

MAY 19 Hop Shop 

MAY 23 Field Day/Frog Races 

MAY 24  Talent Show 

MAY 25 Awards/K & 5th 

Promotion/Last Day of School! 

CHECK TEACHER 

NEWSLETTERSFOR FIELD TRIP 

DATES AND CLASSROOM END 

OF YEAR ACTIVITIES 

April 2017 
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Dear Parents,  

     Spring Break has come and gone, and April has arrived along with 
enrollment time and our state required testing window dates of April 
4-April 21.  Every student enrolled in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade in an 
Oklahoma public school must participate in testing.  The purpose for 
the testing is to assess students in their mastery of the Oklahoma 
Academic Standards.  In addition, the results will be used to inform 
curriculum decisions at the district and school level and to inform 
teaching at the classroom level through classroom level reporting.  A 
list of the testing dates is provided to the right of this page under 
“IMPORTANT DATES TO KNOW”. 

 

 Please continue to make sure that your child is at school every 
day for testing.  A list of ways to support your child at home during 
this time is provided on the back side of this Mark Twain Croaker.  If 
your child is in K-2 grade, you can help support our school efforts by 
encouraging positive behavior at school.  Students are expected to 
follow outstanding procedures during testing.  Therefore, we are 
expected to travel quietly in the hallways and have good behavior in 
the classrooms while others throughout the school are testing.   

 

        Enrollment forms for next year have been sent home.  Please 
return enrollment forms as soon as possible.  We appreciate your 
support for all our Mark Twain students!  Together we can make a 
difference.   

 

Bud Conway 
Principal 

  

    

  
 

 

 

 MTM (LATE START MONDAYS) 
 

 No Late Starts the rest of April 

 Late Starts – May 1, 8, 15, 22 
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Use this link to access 

our Facebook Page:  

http://goo.gl/JFPoEA 

and don’t forget to like us 

when you get there! 

 

 

 

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) 
 

 

M A R C H    

L E A R N E R S  O F  T H E  

M O N T H  

Lucian Elser (Rose) 

Kylena Cry (Thacker) 

Karma Carr (Spurgin) 

Brooklynn Toehay (Ramirez) 

Alex Alvarado (Matthews) 

Cameron Ferguson (Banks) 

Cayden Stephens (Sparks) 

Samuel Watson (Mercer) 

James Jones 
(Charitan/Santos) 

Julia Metz (Byas) 

Logan Hopkins (Herring) 

Julian Loera (Le) 

Zoey Sanders (Givens) 

Fatima Caoile (Hoyt) 

 

 

A P R I L    

B I R T H D A Y S  

 

Brenly Baker 

Daniel Bartkow 

David Biddle 

Alexis Billings 

Kylena Cry 

Elijah Deere 

David Fox 

Charlie Goff 

Ariel Graham 

Chris Hopkins 

Logan Hopkins 

Seth Jordan 

Skylar Jordan 

Bryson Keihn 

Mason Kiesow 

Jaiden McCurdy 

Lena McCurdy 

Aiden Porterfield 

Ky Rhoades 

Abigail Troutman 

Malakai Vescio 

Samuel Watson 
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We would like to encourage you 
to sign up for the Infinite Campus 
Parent Portal.  By signing up, you 
will have the opportunity to see 
your child’s grades, attendance, 
schedule, and assignments.  If you 
do not have a Parent Portal 
Account you may pick up a form 
in the office.  

  
 

 

Stay Connected  Parent Portal on Infinite 
Campus 

PTO would like to shout out a big “THANK YOU” to all parents donating 
water and snacks for our test takers during testing time.  Thank you for 
supporting the students! 

PTO held a meeting on March 28th.  The PTO discussed and approved the 
purchase of playground equipment and paying for the rental of inflatables 
for field day.  5th grade will sell pickle ice through Hop Shop with the 
proceeds to go toward the purchase of the 5th grade promotion T-shirts.  
PTO will cover the difference for the T-shirts if enough money is not raised 
for the T-shirts.  A huge “THANK YOU” goes out to the Brashears family for 
the generous donation to PTO for the purchase of playground equipment.  
At the meeting we also discussed the T-shirt fund raiser sales and Hop Shop 
Sales.  We need parent/community volunteers to help with stations for 
Field Day/Frog Races’ Day on Tuesday, May 23rd.  If you can help out and 
volunteer your time in the morning, please let Lynda know in the office.  
Volunteers will be provided lunch.  The winning class with the highest 
percentage of parents attending the PTO meeting goes to Mrs. Banks’ class.  
Her class will receive free popcorn at the Hop Shop on April 21st.  
Congratulations! 

Please continue to send in Box Tops for Education.  We raised 
approximately $250.00 so far this year.  Again, this is free money for our 
school!  Box Tops continue to help support our school and this costs nothing 
but time to cut the Box Tops out and send them to school.  Every little bit 
helps!  We are continuing to collect Box Tops for the Box Tops contest.  The 
deadline for the contest is May 5th.  The winning class will receive a special 
treat!   
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 Relax. Just do the best you can. 

 Your first choice is usually correct. Don't change an answer unless you have a 
good reason to do so. 

 Be aware of key words such as "all," "now," "always," "never," "only," "exactly." 

 In multiple-choice questions, don't skip the longest answer. It should be 
considered, since test writers want to be sure the correct answer is accurate - 
they may add lots of details to ensure accuracy. 

 Watch for negative words like "not," "no," "never." 

 Look for information in some of the questions.  This information may help you 
answer other questions. 

 

PARENTS: You can assist your child's preparation in testing 

by doing the following: 
 Make sure your child gets a good night's sleep before a test, and make sure your 

child eats properly the day of the test. 

 Maintain a pleasant home environment and avoid unnecessary conflicts. Try to 
make the morning of the test a pleasant one. Do not add to your child's stress. 

 Make sure your child has taken any needed medication. 

 Ensure that your child is present during testing (children generally perform better 
when taking tests with their class, rather than at a make-up time). 

 Get your child to school on time the day of the test. 

 Wish your child good luck each morning of the test. Tell your child that he/she is 
special and that you believe in him/her. 

 Remind your child the test is important. Encourage him/her to do his/her best. 

 If your child is too ill to attend, please call the school office. 

 If the test is on a subject for which you can review (such as a spelling test), help 
your child go over the material. 

 Remind your child to listen carefully to the instructions from the teacher and to 
read the directions and each question carefully. 

 Explain to your child the importance of using time wisely. If your child gets stuck 
on a question, encourage him or her to make the best guess and move on. 

 Tell your child to attempt to answer all of the questions and not to leave any 
blank. 

 Encourage your child to stay focused on the test, even if other students finish 
early.  

 If your child is disappointed after taking a test, reassure him or her that there 
will be plenty of opportunities to improve and succeed. 

 
 

 

 

  
 
 

 
 

Tips to give your child about taking tests: 
 
 

M A R C H  

 L U C K Y  L O T T E R Y  

W I N N E R S  

 

Lucian Elser (Rose) 

Elijah Deere (Thacker) 

Carson Price (Spurgin) 

La’Teiya Newberry Tubbs 

(Ramirez) 

Cheyna Watson (Matthews) 

Alexis Billings (Banks) 

Bailey Gifford (Sparks) 

Nathan McCoy (Mercer) 

Mason Kiesow (Charitan/Santos) 

Julia Metz (Byas) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The end of the year 
is drawing closer and 
now is the time 
when attendance is 
more important than 
ever!! Make sure 
your students are at 
school every day.  
This will ensure they 
finish out the school 
year on a strong 
note as they prepare 
to continue their 
education next year.  

 

Croaker Cartoons 

We need more Frog pictures and poems!! 

We invite all students to participate in our 

monthly Croaker Cartoon!! 

  Students can draw a frog picture  

(in black and white) to be submitted by the 

1st day of each month.   
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Mark Twain Elementary School Mission 
 

 

The Mission of Mark Twain Elementary School is to inspire all students to reach their fullest 
 potential in order to become responsible citizens and caring contributors to the world through the  

combined efforts of students, parents, teachers, and the community. 
 

“To believe yourself to be brave is to be brave; it is the only essential thing.” – Mark Twain 

 

  

Tuesday, April 4 3rd, 4th, 5th Reading 1 

Wednesday, April 5 3rd, 4th, 5th Reading 2 

Thursday, April 6 5th Writing 

Tuesday, April 11 3rd, 4th, 5th Math 1 

Wednesday, April 12 3rd, 4th, 5th Math 2 

Thursday, April 13 5th Science 1 & 2 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

OKLAHOMA CORE CURRICULUM TEST DATES 
 

Tips for Parents:  Math 
 

 
  
 

LOST & FOUND 
We have a LOST and FOUND box located by the milk box by the office.  The LOST and FOUND box 
is green in color.  If your child is missing items such as a lunchbox, backpack, or jacket, please 
check the LOST and FOUND box.  Sometimes, teachers will place items on the stage for a day or 
two before items are placed in the LOST and FOUND box.   
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YEARBOOKS FOR SALE! 

$18.00 
 

The Mark Twain Yearbooks are on the way and will be delivered 

soon!  They will go quickly!  If you would like a yearbook, please 

stop by the office to buy yours today!   


