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DMS Parents, Staff, and Students: 
 
The past few weeks have seen a school shooting in Parkland, Florida as well as threats being 
made against students and staff here at DMS.  Keeping students safe is our number one 
priority.  We want our school to be a place all of our students can feel safe and learn.  Duncan 
Middle School works daily to keep students and staff safe in multiple ways. 
 

● DMS practices intruder drills twice a year. These drills are required by law and reported 
to the Oklahoma School Security Institute.  

● The Duncan Police Department partners with us to provide to provide a resource officer 
stationed at DMS.  

● Threats are taken very seriously and investigations begin immediately once a report is 
made. We monitor social media as much as we are able and act on suspicious activity 
when notified. We encourage community members, parents, and students to make us 
aware of suspicious activities they see concerning students on social media. 

● Our administrative team is trained to work with Duncan Police and school crisis 
counselors to quickly assess a situation and determine a path to resolution. We use a 
discipline matrix, which can be found in the middle school student handbook available on 
our website, to ensure consistent and fair consequences. However, each situation is 
handled individually and with confidentiality due to federal requirements for student 
privacy.  

● Last year we completed a school security assessment with the assistance from the 
Oklahoma School Security Institute. DMS received consultation and a site report to 
review. Safety and security procedures are reviewed monthly at district level 
administration meetings. District administrators met this week to review our procedures 
in light of the tragic event in Parkland. 

● We continually encourage relationship building with students and staff. Creating healthy, 
strong school families is our mission. Our character development program, Capturing 
Kids Hearts, is in full implementation and showing strong results. Students are 
encouraged to report bullying, threats, and inappropriate behavior. Many reports we 
receive are from students. We have school crisis counselors available, and we are 
actively seeking partnerships for additional assistance with counseling resources. We 
encourage parent volunteers, memberships to ONE Duncan, PTOs, Beautiful Day, 
Readers and Leaders, and Link One Mentors. 

● The May 2017 bond issue has allowed us to add security cameras and upgrade old ones 
for better identification of students and more accurate monitoring of behavior. 



There is nothing more precious to us than our children. As a district, we understand our 
responsibility to keep students safe at school. Vigilance is critical not only in reporting but also in 
offering supports and resources for prevention of violent behaviors. The school is a reflection of 
its community’s culture, support, and resources. I welcome additional conversations on school 
safety. You may reach me at 580-470-8106 or through my email at 
wade.hampton@duncanps.org. 
 
We pray for the families in Parkland, Florida. All of our students and staff care deeply for their 
loss and we hope for healing in the days ahead.  
 
Thank you, 
Wade Hampton 
Duncan Middle School Principal 


