
2017—2018 Band Calendar 

Date Event Time Grade 

Aug. 23 Woodwind Rental Night 4:00-6:00 pm 6th 

Aug. 29 Brass & Percussion Rental Night 4:00-5:45 pm 6th 

Sept 25-

Oct 5 

Seasonal Pies Fundraiser Class All 

Nov. 4 **All-Region Tryouts 

In Altus 

All Day 7th & 8th 

Dec. 11 Christmas Concert @ DHS 7:00 pm All 

Jan. TBA Pizza Fundraiser Class All 

Jan 27 4th Annual Mattress Fundraiser @ 

DMS Commons 

All Day All 

Feb 2& 3 **All-Region Honor Band 

In Weatherford 

All Day 7th & 8th 

Feb TBA Concert Band Clinic All Day 7th & 8th 

Feb 17 **Solo & Ensemble Contest 

At Lawton MacArthur H.S. 

Morning 7th & 8th 

Feb.  27 OSSAA District Contest @ DHS 1:00-2:00pm 7th & 8th 

Mar. 5 **Pre-State HS Concert 7:00 pm Ex. Cr. 

April 7 Marlow Band Festival 7:30am-Noon 6th 

May 14 **Evening of Percussion Concert 7:00 pm Ex. Cr. 

May 15 Combined HS Band Rehearsal TBA 8th 

May 15 Spring Band Concert @ DHS 7:00 pm All 

 
** Signifies an optional event** 

Extra Credit is given for participating in optional events and attending 
any outside performance or High School Band Performance 
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601 Chisholm Trail Parkway 

                       Duncan, Oklahoma 
                       Phone: 580-470-8106 

 http://pages.duncanps.org/msband/  
August 16, 2017 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian and Student: 
 
Hello!  I trust you had an enjoyable summer and are looking for-
ward to the upcoming school year.  I’m so glad that you have 
decided to make music a part of your life.  Music is a life-long 
pursuit and something you will be able to appreciate well after 
your years at Duncan Middle School.   
 
In this handbook you will find policies, procedures, and other 
important information regarding the DMS Band Program.  Please 
take the time to read this material, as the success of our bands 
depends upon each individual working towards the same goals.  
You will be receiving other informational letters throughout the 
year as this handbook does not include everything you will need 
to know. 
 
As new information is passed out to the students, it will also be 
posted on our DMS Bands website.  Please get in the habit of 
checking the website daily or weekly for updates.  The address is 
listed on the cover of this handbook and in the above letterhead. 
 
Please sign the acknowledgement form, fill out the information 
sheet and medical form, and have your child return them to the 
band room by September 2, 2016. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns throughout the year, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  

Jeramy Haas, Director of Bands                                               

Dawn Haas, Assistant Director of Bands 

Quinton Williams, Assistant Director of Bands 
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8.  Horsing around, screeching on instruments, or non-band students in 

  the band room are not allowed at any time. 
9. Use or possession of tobacco, alcohol or drugs is prohibited during 

all band trips and functions and may result in dismissal from the 
band program. 

10. These policies are general in nature.  Use your own good common 

sense to govern your behavior.  Remember that you represent our 
band and our school. 

 

Discipline Policy 
 

In order to maintain an orderly educational environment , the DMS 

band will implement the following school wide discipline plan.  Conse-
quences will be used for flagrant and habitual violations of the policies 

set forth in this handbook. 
 

CCONSEQUENCES 

1st offense Verbal Warning 

2nd offense Parent Contact 
3rd offense 3 days lunch detention & Parent Contact 

4th offense 5 days lunch detention 
5th offense Office Referral & Parent Contact 

Positive consequences will be used to reward positive behavior and 

practices.  These will vary by semester and class 
 

In the event a student maliciously causes a serious classroom disrup-
tion, the student will immediately be taken to the principal’s office, and 

will serve fifth offense consequences. 
 

DMS Band Top 10 
 

1. Enter the classroom in a controlled manner and follow all 
entry procedures. 

2. No food, gum, candy or drinks in the band room. 

3. No talking during rehearsal.  RAISE YOUR HAND! 
4. Have instrument, music and a pencil everyday. 

5. If it’s not yours……leave it alone. 
6. Leave the band room clean and orderly, remember every-

thing has its place. 

7. Always be prepared, both musically and mentally…. 
8. When in doubt….DON’T! 

9. Stay seated unless directed otherwise. 
10.  RESPECT OUR BAND, OUR GOALS, AND OUR MEMBERS. 
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 On trips – When arriving at our destination or arriving back 

home, all students will remain seated until the director 

gives further instructions. 
 There will be no food, drink or candy allowed on buses un-

less approved by one of the Directors. 

 Public displays of affection are not acceptable. 

 Directors, sponsors and drivers have the right to change 

your seating at any time.  If we have repeated problems, 

we will go to assigned seating. 
 

Beginning Band Instrumentation 

While our policy is to try and permit beginning students to choose the 

instrument they are interested in playing, some restrictions are required 
in order to ensure that we have a balanced instrumentation.  Because 

of this, we will use the first few days of school to demonstrate all in-

struments to our students.  We will then give each student the oppor-
tunity to try to play all the instruments.  At the conclusion of these ac-

tivities, we will hold a small try-out  and assign instruments.  We can 
only permit five (5) students to play percussion and five (5) students to 

play alto saxophone each year.  Please do not purchase 
an instrument until after this process and 
you have been advised on what type of in-
struments are approved for use in the DMS 
Band Program. 
 

General Policies 

1. Every rule has an occasional exception. 

2. Only a director approves that exception. 
3. When riding the bus to or from school, keep instruments on your 

lap or under the seat.  For the safety of everyone riding the bus, 
not to mention the safety of your instrument, never put an instru-

ment in the aisle. 

4. NEVER let anyone other than a director play or hold your instru-
ment. 

5. Only play your instrument in appropriate areas. 
6. Do not use band as an excuse to get behind in your class work.  

Remember that band grades can make you ineligible. 

7. Gum chewing, candy eating, food and drinks are not permitted in 
the band room. 
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DMS Philosophy Statement 
 

WE BELIEVE - 

that all people should be treated with dignity and respect. 

we can encourage success while respecting individual differences. 
that each person is responsible for their own actions. 

that everyone can be a life-long learner. 
that everyone has the right to learn in a safe environment. 

 
The Goals of the Duncan Band Program 

 
The goals of the Duncan band program are as follows: 

 
 Increased musical development in  

 tone 

 intonation 

 appreciation of all kinds of music and musical styles 

 technique and musicality 

 
 Development of self-discipline and self-motivation. 

 

 Support of school and community activities through perfor-

mances at athletic and community events and presentation 

of concerts and musical programs. 
 

 Development of school and community pride by represent-

ing Duncan at musical concerts and contests.  

 
Hints for a Successful Band 

 

Without YOU this organization has no purpose or reason to exist, how-
ever, without your dedication and effort, it will not exist.  Here are hints 

on how to make a good band a great band. 

 
1. Give 100% of yourself 100% of the time 

2. Anticipate all events by 30 minutes. 
3. Attend all rehearsals and performances. 

4. Have all necessary equipment and materials. 
5. Be courteous to all band members, especially when correct-

ing another student.  Treat others as you would like to be 

treated 
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General Information 
 
 

BEGINNING BAND: Beginning band includes all students in sixth grade inter-

ested in learning a musical instrument.  It is open to all students attending the 

Middle School and no prior musical knowledge is required.  Students perform a 

winter concert (required) in December, participate in one contest (voluntary), 

and present a concert in the spring (required) in May. 

The Beginning Band will wear nice dress clothes for their concerts.  Please no 

jeans or tennis shoes allowed. 

 

 

CONCERT BAND: Concert band is composed of seventh and eighth grade 

students who have played a musical instrument for one year prior.  The sev-

enth grade meets separately from the eighth grade, but are combined for con-

certs.  The band will combine for rehearsals before major concerts and con-

tests.  Students perform a winter concert in December (required), participate in 

district contests (required), and present a concert in the spring in May 

(required).  Only (1) natural colored hair will be allowed during honor 

bands and Band Contests. 

 

 

SOLO/ENSEMBLE:  Solo and ensemble participation is completely optional, 

but strongly encouraged as it helps to foster musical skills that are not used in 

a concert band setting.  Please read the All-Region/ Solo & Ensemble section 

for more information. 

 

 

CONCERT UNIFORM (7th & 8th Only): For all concert and contests dress 

will be the same.  Boys must wear black dress pants, black socks, black dress 

shoes, and a black dress shirt.  Girls must wear either black slacks and a black 

blouse/dress shirt or an all black dress with black dressy shoes.  Only (1) nat-

ural colored hair will be allowed during honor bands and Band Con-

tests. 

 

REQUIRED SUPPLIES: Each student must have in class at all times: a 

sharpened pencil, a folder with music and blank paper, their instrument in good 

working order (including mouthpiece/reeds), assigned music/books, and a posi-

tive attitude. 
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 The average cost of an accompanist is around $40. 

 All-Region and Solo/Ensemble events are strictly voluntary; howev-

er, they are counted as performances.  If you sign up, attendance 

policies will be in effect.  Be prepared.   
 

Private Lessons 
 

While private lessons are not required, they are encouraged for our 

7th/8th Grade students.  Private lessons are not only helpful to stu-

dents who are struggling but are very beneficial to those who posses 

more advanced skills and might have goals in auditioning for All-Region 

Band and/or Solo/Ensemble Competition.  If you are interested in pri-

vate lessons, please ask a director. 
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Transportation Policies 

 
 All students will ride the bus to band activities. 

 A student may be released to ride home with his/her own parent 

with prior notification and a note signed by the parent.  If your 

child is to ride home with anyone other than a parent/

guardian, you must fill out paperwork in the MS Office prior 
to the trip. 

 While riding the bus, the following rules are in effect: 

 All students will have a Medical Release Form on file before 

loading the bus for any trip. 

 No screaming, loud talking or other disruptive sound. 

 You are expected to sit facing forward. 

 Do not stick or throw anything out  of the window. 

 Personal audio/video devices are allowed with head-

phones.  If you choose to take one, you are responsible 
for any damage or loss. 

 Drum Sticks and Mallets should be packed with the equip-

ment and not carried onto the bus. 

 Before loading the buses, all students will meet in the des-

ignated area first for announcements, and when dismissed 
will be expected to load in an orderly fashion. 



 

Care of School Property 
 

Musical equipment is very expensive and hard to replace.  Anyone 

found mistreating school property will be severely punished and held 

responsible for all damages.  The equipment in the band room is there 

for you.  Please treat it with the respect it deserves. 

 

All-Region/Solo-Ensemble 
 

Our students have many opportunities for performance and achieve-

ment.  As a 7th & 8th Grade student, you may choose to audition for the 

All-Region Honor Band.  7th & 8th Grade students also have an oppor-

tunity to perform in the District Solo/Ensemble Contest, which is held at 

the end of February.  Students will be expected to pay their own entry 

fees for Solo-Ensemble competitions as well as All Region entry fees. 

 

 Please notify one of the Directors at the end of September if you 

would like to audition for the All-Region Honor Band. 
 Because of the difficulty of the tryout material, and the limited 

amount of time to help students auditioning, a preliminary audition 
will be held to determine if a student possesses the musical ability 

and has done the necessary preparation to audition for the All-
Region Band. If a director determines that they have not, they will 

not be allowed to audition and their entry fee will not be refunded. 
Please do not ask to audition if you cannot attend after-school ex-

tra-help sessions.  

 Notify one of the Directors before the Christmas break if you would 

like to participate in a solo or ensemble for contest.  The Director 
will pick or approve all solo/ensemble music.   

 In early February, after the students have been given time to work 

on their solo/ensemble, they will perform for a director with music.  

Only those who have done some preparation will be allowed to en-
ter their solo or ensemble at contest. 

 Students must pay the entry fee for these events by the due date 

given and there will be no refunds. 
 Students who use piano accompaniment (District Solo/Ensemble) 

must hire an approved accompanist.  If you are unsure if an ac-

companist is approved, ask one of the Directors.   
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Attendance 
 Attendance at all performances is necessary for the success of our 

band program.  Students on academic probation are expected to 
participate in the band rehearsals and performances. 

 

 Always be in your seat, instrument out, ready to play prior to a per-

formance warm-up time. 
 

 If you have to miss a band activity for any reason, please notify 

Mr. Haas, Mrs. Haas or Mr. Williams before the rehearsal, 

performance, or time of departure. 
 

 As the work you miss in band is difficult to make up, please sched-

ule all appointments around band rehearsals if at all possible. 
 

 Excessive absences from school could result in the loss of your 

place in the performing band.  Again, the work you miss in band is 

difficult to make up—band is not an individual activity. 
 

 Any avoidable absence from a performance can result in not being 

allowed to participate in an upcoming Band activity or even dismis-

sal from the Band program plus the band grade being dropped by 
two letter grades.  An avoidable absence is defined as:  An absence 

not excused by the director prior to the event. 

 
School Owned Instruments 

 

Duncan Public Schools has a limited number of instruments that are 
available to students. 

 When a school instrument is loaned to a student, the par-

ent and student must sign an Instrumental Agreement 
Form insuring that the instrument is properly cared for and 

will be returned to the school at the request of the director. 

 Any repairs needed will be the responsibility of the student 

and his/her parent or guardian. 
 Abuse of a school owned instrument will not be tolerated.  

This could cause the student to lose the privilege of using 

the instrument. 

 Only certain instruments are available for loan from the 

school.  These include: Tubas, Baritones, Trombones, 
French Horns, Bassoons, Tenor Saxophones, and Oboes.  

Others will be considered on a case by case basis.  
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Grading Policy 
 
1. REHEARSAL CRITERIA (graded weekly) 

 On time for rehearsal & ready to rehearse 

 Has instrument and appropriate materials (If a student does 

not have their instrument for class, they will be given a 

writing assignment.) 
 Attentive and exhibiting good conduct 

 Performing music at a proficient level (showing improvement) 

 Constantly contributing to the success of the band 

 
2. PERFORMANCE CRITERIA (graded per performance) 

 Student on time for performance warm-up 

 Has instrument and appropriate materials 

 Proper behavior at concert, attentive and contributing in a posi-

tive manner 

 Individual part performed at a high level of proficiency 

 Dressed in appropriate uniform 

 
3. PLAYING EXAMS (graded per test) 

 Has instrument and appropriate materials 

 Performs selected passages at a high level of proficiency 

 Evaluated in tone, rhythm, accuracy, and musicality 

 A rubric is used to evaluate these assignments 

 Both live tests in front of the class and blind recorded tests. 

 

4. PRACTICE CARDS (graded weekly) 

 Turned in on time (Thursday or Friday) 

 Practiced 140 min 

 Signed by parent 

 
5. WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS (grade per assignment) 

 Completed as assigned 

 Turned in on time 

 Neat and grammatically correct 

 

All performances are required unless it is a voluntary activity.  Weekly 

practice cards will be turned in every Thursday.  Practice cards may be 

turned in on Friday with no penalty; after Friday, they will not be ac-

cepted for that week.  Students must maintain a passing grade in band 

for continued enrollment in the class.  Students are expected to demon-

strate high levels of personal conduct in order to participate in the Dun-
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can Band Program.   Any student, who remains ineligible for an extend-

ed period of time, may be dismissed from the band program.  

 

Tardy Policy 
 

You must be in the classroom when the tardy bell rings.  If not, you will 

be counted tardy.  (This includes any rehearsal or performance.)  Ex-

cessive tardies will be handled in accordance to the student handbook 

and can affect your chair placement in the band.  If a teacher holds you 

after class, you must bring a note from that teacher, signed and dated, 

to avoid a tardy.   

 1st offense—Verbal Warning 

 2nd offense—1 day lunch detention 

 3rd-6th offense—3 days lunch detention 

 7th offense—1 day of ISD 

Tardies are cleared after each Semester period. 

 

Eligibility 
 

 In accordance with OSSAA and Duncan Public Schools policy, stu-

dents must maintain a 60% in all classes in order to be eligible to 

participate in any extra-curricular activity.  The Duncan Middle 

School Band will in every way adhere to these policies. 

 If a student begins to show a pattern of eligibility problems, a plan 

will be developed to help the student meet the eligibility require-

ments for continued participation in band.  Each case will be re-

viewed individually by the band director, parents, and administra-

tion. 

 A student must maintain a passing grade in band to remain in the 

class.  If a student fails band for a Semester Period, he/she may 

not be allowed to re-enroll in band the following Semester. 
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