
 
Potential Teacher Work Stoppage 

 Q & A For Duncan Parents 

Support from the Duncan community continues as the district prepares for a possible teacher 
walkout, or work stoppage, beginning April 2. We ask the Legislature to act quickly to end the 
teacher work stoppage; however, parents and the community should be prepared for 
suspended classes beginning Monday, April 2 through Friday, April 13. If teachers and 
Legislators reach an agreement at any point during the suspension, classes will resume as 
normal. If teachers and Legislators do not reach an agreement before or on Friday, April 13, 
classes may continue to be suspended. We will update parents and the community as 
information becomes available. 

Q:   Why are the teachers planning a work stoppage in Oklahoma? 

A:  The Oklahoma Legislature has not given a pay raise to teachers in a decade. Oklahoma 
leads the nation in cuts to school funding. Teachers have joined a grassroots movement 
along with the Oklahoma Education Association to advocate for increased school 
funding, raises for school support employees and state employees, as well as teacher 
raises.  

Q: Do we have to make up the days that school is out during the work stoppage? 

A:  Duncan Schools has 9 days which can be used for inclement weather and 1 day 
which can be used for an advocacy day. The district is prepared to use these 
days to suspend classes for a teacher work stoppage; therefore, students will not 
need to make up any days used from April 2 to April 13. If the 9 days are used, 



the 2017-2018 school calendar will be adjusted to take away the Fridays off from 
April 27 to May 18. Days used for suspended classes past April 13 will be made 
up and will extend the current school year to later in May.  

Q: Will the district be able to feed students during the work stoppage? 

A: Yes, in a few buildings. ANY Duncan student may be served breakfast and lunch by going to 
the following school sites 

Woodrow Wilson Elementary at 700 East Chestnut 

Emerson Elementary at 1200 West Hickory 

Mark Twain Elementary at 2204 West Oak 

Beginning April 2, during any suspension of classes, breakfast will begin at 8:00 a.m. and lunch 
will begin at 11:30 a.m. Students will need to have their own transportation to and from 
the site. Supervision will be provided only during serving times. 

Q: How will April state testing be impacted?  

A: The ACT test scheduled for high school will continue as scheduled on April 3. 
Students who are assigned to take the ACT test should report to the high school 
campus at 7:55 a.m. The ACT exam will begin at 8:15 a.m. More details will be 
sent to students and parents about transportation and test preparation.  

AP testing will continue as scheduled. 

Grades 3-8 state testing will be postponed until further notice.  

Q: Will graduation be moved for the Class of 2018? 

A: Graduation will continue as scheduled. The local school board determines if current seniors 

have met competency toward graduation. If a student is on schedule to graduate as of 
Friday, March 30 and if classes do not resume by the time of graduation, the Board of 
Education can allow all seniors in good standing to graduate from high school. 

Q: Will Prom be rescheduled? 



A: No. Prom will continue as scheduled.  

Q: Will Red River Technology Center still serve students during the work stoppage? 

A: Yes. In fact, students must continue to attend Red River as normal. Red River serves both 

adult and high school students. Classes will continue and students are expected to 
attend. Duncan Schools will continue to transport students to Red River Technology 
Center as normal during a work stoppage.  

Q: Will Duncan students be able to attend concurrent (college) classes at Cameron 
University? 

A: Yes, off campus college classes will continue as scheduled.  

Q: Will extra-curricular activities take place if school is not in session due to a work 
stoppage by our teachers? 

A: For middle school and high school students, all athletic games and tournaments, fine arts 

competitions, concerts, extra-curricular activities, etc. will take place as previously 
scheduled. Any elementary activities will be postponed until after the work stoppage.  

Q: What happens to a student’s eligibility and grades during a work stoppage? 

A:  Students’ grades will be frozen at the end of the day on March 30. During the week of March 
26 to March 30, students will be given opportunities and encouragement to make up 
work to achieve the best grades possible. When and if classes resume, students’ grades 
will be unfrozen and coursework will continue as scheduled. 

Q: Can practice occur for fine arts, athletics, and other activities? 

A: Practices can occur during normal practice times. Practice cannot occur during regular 

school hours. 

Q: If students have an out-of-state trip planned for a competition, concert, tournament, 
etc. can that still occur? 

A: Yes. Out-of-state trips are approved by the Board of Education well in advance of the event. 

Parents and students have conducted fundraisers for those events. They will still occur. 



Q: What do I do if I have particular questions about my student’s activities? 

A: Administrators at each school site and the district office will continue to work during a 
teacher work stoppage. Please begin with your school site and give your child’s 

principal an opportunity to answer any questions. Any additional questions or concerns 
may be directed to Melonie Hau, Superintendent at 580-255-0686.  

 

We will post additional information about an class suspension on our social media 
pages, website, and news outlets. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of Duncan Public Schools. 

 


