
What Makes a Great School? More Holistic Measures of Student Success 

 

In October the Oklahoma School Testing Program (OSTP) results made the news. This 

year's testing results are the baseline for new requirements under the Every Student 

Succeeds Act (ESSA) accountability system. The change is part of an effort to align 

state-level assessment scores with the ACT, SAT, and the National Assessment of 

Educational Progress or NAEP. Educators across the state expected a significant 

decrease in the number of students who score proficient or higher due to the new 

standards, assessments, and definitions for performance levels. Educators also know 

we cannot compare this year’s results to last year’s due to the significant change in 

performance targets. Although Oklahoma has undergone another realignment in 

standardized assessments, I am proud that our teachers and students have met the 

challenge. Oklahoma’s scores compare to national scores on the NAEP assessment, 

and I am pleased that scores for Duncan Public Schools closely mirror this year’s state 

assessment results.  

 

Test scores are a small snapshot of a school's performance, and not the only measure 

of a school's overall impact on a student's life. The new test scores do not mean our 

students are less skilled than last year. The new test scores do not mean our teachers 

or schools are less effective. The new test scores do mean our students are being held 

to a higher standard to better prepare them for the experiences they will have in their 

future workplace or college. 

 

Parents will receive individual copies of student scores within the next few weeks, and 

because of the testing reset, some parents may wonder why their child’s individual 

scores are so different from last year’s. Teachers will review last year’s assessment 

scores with parents and students along with other timely information about your 

student’s progress. Because these assessments are only given once a year, the scores 

do not reflect the multiple ways teachers assess your student’s progress daily. As 

professional educators, teachers are skilled at monitoring each child’s progress toward 

mastering standards. Children progress at varying rates and over time in ways 

standardized assessments cannot measure. Your child’s teacher can give a full picture 

of progress towards mastering state standards. 

  

Children are more than test scores. Oklahoma children deserve great public schools 

and Duncan Public Schools will relentlessly advocate for schools which  

1. Nurture the whole child and develop sportsmanship, leadership, and citizenship 

2. Provide a variety of opportunities and mentors to help children meet their 

potential 



3. Encourage the community and parents to work together to invest in its children 

4. Have an eye toward the future and local community development, and 

5. Love, support, and shape the character of children to become productive, 

compassionate members of society.  

 

These actions and their impact on a child’s life go well beyond an assessment score. 

We look forward to supporting the efforts of teachers and families as we work toward 

the new targets set by these more challenging standards. Seeing our children grow and 

learn is a tremendous source of pride for all of us. Although these new scores reflect a 

reset in standards, they do not discourage us from standing steadfast in doing the right 

work for our students.  

 

 


