
Advanced Placement, Concurrent, and Dual Credit Comparison 

Advanced Placement Concurrent Credit Dual Credit 
Description: Course based on college 
level curriculum certified by the College 
Board 

Description: College level course 
taught at ACHS that uses the 
individual college’s curriculum and 
textbook 

Description: College level course that can 
be taken online or on a college campus 
and utilizes that college’s curriculum and 
textbook 

Courses Offered at ACHS: 
English Language and Composition, 
English Literature and Composition, US 
Government, US History, Physics 1 and 
2, Chemistry, Biology, Environmental 
Science, Calculus, Computer Science A  

Courses Offered at ACHS: 
English Composition 1 and 2, College 
Algebra, Applied Statistics, US 
Government, CATIA, Speech 
 

 Courses can be found through the 
individual college’s websites (usually 
called Course Schedule). 

 Butler Academy and WSU Tech 
Jumpstart programs are considered 
dual credit courses as well. 

College Credit: 

 Must score a 3, 4 or 5 on the AP exam 
to earn credit 

 Credit earned is dependent on the 
intended college’s AP exam credit 
policy.  The students are responsible 
for researching the credit policies. 

College Credit: 

 Both college and high school credit is earned if the student passes the class. 

 Students must receive a “C” or better in the college course in order for the 
credit to transfer to other colleges. 

 Students are responsible for knowing the grade they need in order to progress 
to the next level of course. 

 The ability for a course to transfer is dependent on what the student’s 
transferring school will accept. 

 Students can search Transfer Equivalencies on respective schools. 

Cost: $94 per test. Students pay for the 
test prior to AP testing window.  

Cost: The college will assess cost of fees, tuition and books. Students must follow 
the college fee deadlines.  All questions about fees and payments should be 
directed to the Accounts Receivable office. 

Policies: 

 AP courses are taught by ACHS 
teachers. 

 AP courses follow high school policies 
and guidelines. 

 AP courses are on a 5.0 GPA weighted 
scale. 

Policies: 

 Students select and enroll in 
courses during enrollment with 
their counselor. 

 If a college class is taught at ACHS, 
the student is not allowed to take 
that same class online or on 
Butler’s campus. 

 Concurrent classes follow ACHS 
and college policies and guidelines 
(i.e. attendance, grading, etc.). 

 Concurrent courses are on a 4.0 
GPA scale. 

Policies: 

 Students select and enroll in courses 
during enrollment through the 
counselors, even though the class is 
online or on college’s campus. 

 If a student wants to take a class 
online or on Butler’s campus, it cannot 
be one offered here at ACHS. 

 Dual classes follow college policies and 
guidelines (i.e. attendance, grading, 
etc.). 

 Dual courses are on a 4.0 GPA scale. 

Pre-Enrollment Activities: 
Some courses require work over the 
summer to prepare the student for the 
course. 

Pre-Enrollment Activities: 

 Student must apply and be accepted by the college and have qualifying scores 
from the ACT or Accuplacer. 

 Student must meet with the high school counselor to fill out required forms 
and to enroll in the course(s). 

Benefits: 

 Colleges understand AP rigor as it is 
normed on a national curriculum 
standard.  

 Highly selective schools prefer AP. 

 Students have the potential to earn 
college credit. 

Benefits: 

 Students can fit college courses 
into their ACHS day. 

 Teachers are easily accessible. 

 Generally accepted state-wide, 
but students should always check 
the Transfer Equivalency policies. 

 Students have the potential to 
earn college credit. 

Benefits: 

 Students can take a multitude of 
online, blended, or in person courses. 

 Generally accepted state-wide, but 
students should always check the 
Transfer Equivalency policies. 

 Students have the potential to earn 
college credit. 

Students are able to take a combination of AP, dual and concurrent courses. 



 

Questions to Consider When Comparing AP, Dual and 

Concurrent Courses 
 

 Why are you taking the course? 

 Is your end goal to accrue as many credits as possible before college and why? 

 Will you be able to fit an evening or weekend course into your routine? 

 Do you want to have a rigorous challenge? 

 What potential post-secondary school interests you? 

 What are the requirements for the post-secondary school? 

 What are the post-secondary school’s expectations for a student’s high school 

rigor? 

 What advice do you have from parents, teachers and counselors? 

 

Other Considerations: 

The ACT must be taken on or before February test date in order to meet 

ACHS enrollment requirements. 

 


