
Dear Yearbook parents and/or guardians & staff members, 

 

Welcome back!! I hope that this letter finds you well. This is definitely 

not how I pictured finishing up the school year, but I am excited to be able to 

connect with you all in a virtual setting. Please know that I miss all of my 

students terribly, but I keep reminding myself how lucky we are to be able to 

stay connected and communicate through technology. I am excited and 

hopeful for this opportunity to teach online, and I hope that you are too!  

The following pages list out the essential standards for The Trojan 

Tradition Yearbook. Please note that the first essential standard is that all 

students will write and design one single page spread over an assigned topic. 

It is my vision that the yearbook staff will be able to create a ‘mini 

publication’ of sorts that we can share digitally to all AMS students via the 

AMS Website and Facebook. Students will use a free website called Canva and 

have the freedom to design and write creatively within the design guidelines 

for the assignment. Students are familiar with Canva and are able to set up 

a free account using their USD 385 email.  

The second essential standard is that all students will complete two 

photography assignments. Those photography assignments will vary and will 

relate to each staff member’s assigned spread. The photography assignment 

will be combined with the spread for publication. Please note that your 

student can use any camera device that is readily available to them. This can 

include, but is not limited to: iPhone or any cell phone camera, a camera from 

a tablet, a webcam, or a camera that you already own. I do not expect 

students to go out and purchase a camera in order to complete these 

assignments.  

The third essential standard is that all students will publish one single 

page spread, photography included, to the AMS Website. Please note that this 

will be an ongoing work in progress, and I ask for your grace and patience 

during this time. This is the first time that I will be producing a yearbook 

inspired type design without the proper tools or regular classroom structure. 

That being said, I am excited to take on this challenge with my staff 



members! I know that we will be able to produce an amazing publication for 

our AMS students and staff. 

On the schedule attached on my school website and Google Classroom, I 

have listed out the expected timeframe for completion. Please know that I am 

extremely flexible with this schedule and fully believe that LESS IS MORE during 

this time. Please, do not stress over due dates! The important thing is that 

you and your student are engaged, learning, and having fun. I am excited to 

reconnect with you all and I am certain that all of my yearbook staff 

members will be successful during this time.  

My office hours are as follows: Monday 1:00-3:00pm and 5:00-7:00pm, 

Tues/Weds/Thurs 10:00am-Noon. Feel free to email me during those times with 

any questions or concerns and I will get back with you in a timely manner. All 

USD 385 staff members have been advised to communicate with students via 

email, Google Classroom, and teacher led class zoom sessions (if necessary). I 

will be strictly following these guidelines. Please note that here will be no 

one-on-one zoom meetings, only whole group, per USD 385 guidelines.  

In regards to yearbook distribution, I am in close contact with Jostens 

about the delivery of the 2019-2020 yearbooks. The yearbooks are typically 

delivered in early May to AMS. Mrs. Regier and I will be developing a plan on 

when/how to distribute the yearbooks in the weeks to come. This may be a 

tad bit tricky due to circumstances and I will inform all yearbook staff 

members about the distribution plan once it has been established.  

These may be uncertain times, but I am certain that all of my students 

will be successful in this new adventure! Know that I am here for you all 

every single step of the way. Remember, LESS IS MORE, and to focus on the 

positives. I look forward to embarking on this new adventure with you all! 

 

 

Your teacher, 

Ms. Dotson 
 

 

P.S. You all rock!!!! We got this! 


