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      Body Venture 
For those of you who 

were here six years ago, 
you may recall that we had 
Body Venture here for our 
students.  WES applied to 
have the exhibit back and it 
was accepted so we are 
extremely excited to have 
this opportunity for our stu-
dents this coming February.   

 
The exhibit is sponsored 

by Child Nutrition and Well-
ness & the Kansas State 
Department of Education.  
The focus is about making 
healthy food choices and 
being physically active in 
our daily lives.  The ele-
mentary age exhibit is fun, 
educational and engaging.  
Students tour a forty-five 

foot by fifty-foot exhibit, 
which represents the hu-
man body.  There are class-
room activities that can be 
incorporated leading up to 
the exhibit experience and 
a take-home activity book 
for each child to share with 
their family.    

 
As we know, the choices 

regarding eating and being 
active that our children 
make now will impact them 
into adulthood.  The hope is 
that through positive, en-
gaging educational oppor-
tunities coupled with sup-
portive teaching at home 
our students will develop 
healthy habits at an early 
age.   

 

    STAR Screener 
In 2014-2015 the Andover 
School District adopted 
STAR Reading Enterprise 
and STAR Math Enterprise. 
The STAR assessment is 
given in the Fall, Winter, 
and Spring to all students in 
Kindergarten through 10

th
 

grade for reading and 1
st
-

10
th
 for mathematics.  Stu-

dents will soon begin to 
take the winter assess-
ment, which helps teacher 
plan for your child. Other 
assessment data is also 
used for planning progress.   

STAR is nationally 
normed, and we use the 
data as one way to monitor 
the academic achievement 
of each student throughout 
the year, plan for your 
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child’s academic needs for 
the 2

nd
 semester and 

gauge how well we are 
working towards building 
learning goals.  Of course 
this is one measure and 
your child’s teachers uses 
multiple measures to help 
guide their instruction.  
However, this assessment 
is used throughout the dis-
trict with all students in the 
grades indicated to help fa-
cilitate discussion across 
the district. 

Star reading is a com-
puter-adaptive (adjusts to 
how your child is answer-
ing) assessment of reading 
comprehension and skills 
for early literacy and inde-

pendent readers. Star Math 
Enterprise is a computer-
adaptive (adjusts to how 
your child is answering) as-
sessment of math achieve-
ment. 

2016 WES Fall (Aug/
Sept) Assessment Data 
noted the following:  

 69% of our students 
were at proficient or 
above in early literacy (K 
& 1

st
) 

 81% of our students 
were at proficient or 
above in reading 

 89 % of our students 
were at proficient or 
above in math 

Your child’s teacher will 
work in grade level groups 
with reading lab, special 
education, and English lan-
guage learner faculty with 
STAR data and other as-
sessments, both formal and 
informal, to plan learning 
outcomes for your child.  In 
conjunction with your ef-
forts at home, we are excit-
ed to see the growth of our 
students! 

 

11/28-12/13—Wichita Children’s Home Gift Drive 

12/14—STUCO to Wichita Children’s Home 

12/14—5th Grade Band Concert, 1:30pm 

12/16—ELP Auctions 

12/20—4th Grade Field Trip to Topeka 

12/21—Early Dismissal, 1:35pm 

12/22-1/3—Winter Break 



Wheatland Elementary 

Thinking Cap Quiz Bowl Press Release 

 

 

 

 

 

The annual Fifth grade Thinking Cap Quiz Bowl took place on Thursday, Novem-

ber 10, 2016.  The contest is open to students in Kansas, Nebraska, South and North 

Dakota.   There were twenty-three, 5
th
 grade teams and twenty-seven, 6

th
 grade 

teams for a total of fifty teams.  A school trophy and individual ribbons are awarded to 

teams that place first and second in both the 5
th
 and 6

th
 grade divisions. The quiz is a 

self-scoring, computer contest of 100 multiple-choice questions.  Areas covered in-

clude math, geography, government, sports, spelling, science, literature, English, his-

tory, general information and just plain fun trivia.  It is meant to be a team activity with 

all takers looking at the promethean board.  There is a student at the computer to in-

put the team’s answers.  Two chances to answer correctly are given.  Points are 

awarded based on how fast the question is answered, as well as, on accuracy.  No 

adult assistance is allowed!  The eighteen fifth grade selected students scored 1178 

points.  They placed first in the Andover district, first in the Great Plains 5
th
 grade 

competition; and seventh overall in the 5
th
 and 6

th
 grade Great Plains Division.  Dis-

trict Team members include:  Preston Cyrier, Kallisti Mandanis, Jack Philips, Laasya 

Ravi, Brecken Kasel, Ryan Kice, Jefferson Lee, Sami Labidi, Anna McDavitt, Aurora 

Tan, Kaia Woolfe, Alyssa Evans, Hannah Pappademos, Giorgiana Smith, Caitlin Reil-

ly, Sharon Sun, Jackson Peck and Ilaina Shepherd. Ms. Olsen, the Extended Learn-

ing Program Teacher, sponsors this activity.  Congratulations to the Wheatland Ele-

mentary 5
th
 grade Quiz Bowl Team. 



We’re Saving 

Trees with 

Peachjar! 

Find the link for 

E-Flyers on our 

website! 

What’s For Lunch? 

Scan this code to find our   

December Breakfast & Lunch 

menus! 

Wear Your 
Wheatland 

Gear 
Every 

Friday!! 

Friday, January 13 

Starting at 9am—First Come, First Serve 

 

Classes held at Prairie Creek Elementary 

Sessions—8:25-11:35 or 12:25-3:35 

Monday—Thursday 

Transportation Available 

 

Students must reside in Andover USD & be 

4 years old as of August 31, 2017 

Applications available at www.usd385.org 

Wheatland Elementary 

Wichita Children’s Home 
Gift Drive 

November 28—December 13 

Place unwrapped donations in  

the box in the front hallway by the 

office! Thanks for your help! 
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Counselors Corner 

Special points of 

interest: 

 Donations 

 Classroom Guidance 

 

Character trait of the month: Generosity– Giving something away 

to make someone's day. During classroom guidance the kids 

learned that everyone needs help. Kids receive so much help from 

their parents, so it’s only right to return that act….with a coupon 

book of generous acts. The kids also worked on telling those that 

have shown them generosity, “Thank you”. Lastly, the kids will 

learn about homeless shelters and children’s homes and how our 

donations help. It’s important for kids to be able to make that con-

nection as it helps with them understanding our world and the peo-

ple who live in it.  

Students and parents, 

 

What a wonderful time of the year this is. The holidays are always so  

special as we get to spend priceless time with our loved ones. 

However, I always think about children who don’t get to cherish 

those same memories. Kids who live in children’s homes are often 

victims of their environment. In working with children in this type of  

need: love and someone to show them they care. If at all possible, 

 

 

please donate to help them have a somewhat better holiday.  

situation for 5+ years, I realized they need the same thing all kids 
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