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Welcome 
Welcome to the start of the 11

th
 year for Wheatland Elementary!! Staff started the year early by at-

tending Capturing Kid’s Hearts (CKH) training on August 9
th
 and 10

th
.  The mission of CKH is to win 

their hearts and to lead them to their personal best.  Staff focused on reducing social anxiety, devel-
oping a social contract that empowers students, affirming those around us, engaging one another 
and much more.   

We have begun to develop a social contract in the lunch room!  Students will soon choose what 
they believe to be important descriptors to live by while at lunch. We are also focusing on a pur-
poseful greeting by shaking hands and sharing “Good Things” to start our day.  Ask your child about 
CKH and what they’ve been doing!! 

Bond 
WES is looking incredible!  Thank you for supporting the USD #385 Bond.  Our office entry is more 
secure and there is more room in our cafeteria.  We have a new wing of classrooms and our play-
ground was upgraded by adding a rubber fall surface that will keep kids safe.  If you are on the 
playground in the evening, please stay off any area that was recently seeded.  Rope is up to help 
with this effort.   

While WES is complete, there is more work taking place throughout the district.  Please go to 
usd385.org and click on the “Bond” tab for more information! 

Continued on page 2 

Cafeteria 
If you come to eat with your child, please join their class in the front lobby and follow them in and 
they can show you their regular routine.  We have more space this year and it is wonderful to have.  
Please be sure if you eat with your child that it is only with your child.  Parents are not allowed to 
have others join them. 

Parent Teacher Organization 
If you are wanting to be involved in PTO or need some information, please go to wheat-
land.usd385.org and click PTO under the resources tab.  We have the best PTO in the state and 
they have been hard at work helping get the school year off to a terrific start.  Thank you to all the 
parents who have volunteered already!!   

www.usd385.org


Car Pick Up and Drop Off Procedures 
 
School Hours: 8:45 – 3:45 
 
Safety is of vital importance to all staff members. Staff are trained and required to supervise arrival 
and dismissal. Children and parents are expected to follow their instructions. Our goal is to ensure 
the safety of everyone. 
 
ARRIVAL (DROP & GO SYSTEM): 8:35 
Students should not arrive at school before the specified time (8:35) as it creates a supervision 
problem. This translates into a safety concern. Car drops off and pick up are on the east side of the 
building. Bus pick up and drop off is on the south side. 
 
East side car drop off doors open at 8:30 to prepare for arrival at which time a supervisor is on duty. 
Do not send students early as supervisors have a reporting time to their area of supervision. Stu-
dents wait in the foyer until 8:35 at which time they are dismissed to walk to class. 
 
Students being brought to school by car: 
1) Have your child ready to exit immediately onto the sidewalk. 
2) Enter the pick up line from Flutter Dr. (This is a one-way entrance-only drive.)  
3) Drive forward as far as possible and HAVE YOUR CHILD EXIT IMMEDIATELY. It is important to 
keep the line moving. 
 
DISMISSAL (DROP & GO SYSTEM): 3:45 
All bus students will depart doors on the South (Exit A) side of the building. 
Students being picked up by their parents by car will exit through the art room doors on the East 
(Exit J) side of the building when called out by the supervisor on duty. Car Pick Up MUST HAVE the 
child’s LAST NAME ON A PAPER ON THE DASH. You cannot park and walk across to pick up. 
ALL cars must pick up by entering the car line by doing the following: 
1) Enter the pick up line from Flutter Dr. (This is a one-way entrance-only drive.)  
2) Have your child’s last name clearly visible on the dash until they enter the car.  
3) Drive forward as far as possible and wait for your child.  
*Students walking home will exit through the East doors (Exit I).  
*Parents from Monarch Landing meeting their child walking home should wait at the playground 
fence (where the sidewalk turns east). Students will meet you there. Please remind your child to 
walk bikes, scooters, etc…. until inside the playground due to traffic. 
 
LATE ARRIVALS 
If your child arrives after class has begun, please stop by the office, sign your child in and receive 
an office slip. The office slip is to be given to your child’s teacher by the student, so he/she will 
know the office has been notified of any arrivals. 

Drills 
Required drills have changed for schools this year. The KS State Fire Marshall has set the following 
requirements: 4 fire drills, 3 tornado drills (our gym is a FEMA shelter) and 9 Crisis Drills. The 
change was moving from monthly fire drills down to 4 and significantly increasing crisis drills. Alt-
hough the state did not require crisis drills previously, USD 385 required them for all schools. As 
students begin to participate in drills, please know that we have conducted them before and we 
share with students that we want to keep them safe so we practice just in case. Please find at-
tached additional information on the following page.  

Continued on page 3 



Wheatland Elementary School - USD 385 Andover Public Schools  

Crisis Response Guide for Parents 

There are many responders in a school emergency, including police, fire and medical, teachers, staff and 
parents. While parents aren't usually present during a school emergency, here is information that can make 
you a powerful partner in protecting the safety and well-being of our students and staff.  

Possible Responses to a Crisis Situation  
Response plans are one important tool that we use to protect the safety and security of our students and em-
ployees during an emergency.  

Evacuation - Used to safeguard students and staff when a threat exists in a portion or in the entire 
building creating a need to move students from one place to another.  

Heightened Alert - Used when a threat exists outside the building but there is no threat inside or on school 
grounds. All exterior doors are locked and outdoor activities are avoided. Efforts are made to maintain a regu-
lar schedule and routine for students, but hallway passage is limited. Depending on the threat, office staff 
may allow people to enter the building.  

Lockdown - Used to safeguard students and staff when a threat exists within the building, on school grounds 
or in other situations and evacuation is not possible. All doors inside and outside the building are locked and 
students and staff remain in their classrooms and offices. There is no movement in the halls or between 
rooms.  

Run-Hide-Fight is a national active-shooter response protocol designed to minimize the number of vic-
tims when someone is shooting a gun in a district school or office building. If Run-Hide-Fight is used, stu-
dents and employees will run away from the threat, if it is safe, or hide from the threat if it is not safe to run. 
Students practice both of these in crisis drills. Fight, which is the third option -- and last resort -- is practiced 
by employees and occasionally discussed with students.  

 

 

 

 

 

Parental Role in a Crisis  
Parents are important partners in our efforts to keep students safe during and after a crisis. Here are things 
that you can do to help keep your student safe during a crisis:  

  ○  Remain calm and wait for information from the school or district. We will email and/or call you as 

soon as we have information to share, including the reunification location.   

  ○  Stay away from the school or emergency site. Emergency responders and school district employ-
ees will need to focus on the needs of students and staff. Phone calls and office arrivals can make 

this very difficult.   

  ○  Avoid calling the school or district office for more information. We will share information and up-
dates with parents as quickly as we are able. Calling us with questions can often make this take long-

er.   

  ○  Trust us to keep your child safe, just like you do on a regular day. This can be really hard if you are 

Continued on page 4 

 RUN 
*Direct contact or cannot 
secure area 
*Clear escape path 

HIDE 
*Indirect Contact 
*Able to secure area 

FIGHT 
*Elementary students are not 
taught to fight.  This is for adults 
only. 
*LAST Resort 
*Direct contact and cannot run and 
risk to life 



emotional or feeling a sense of panic. It is especially important to keep yourself safe by staying away 

from the emergency scene.   

  ○  Remember that our teachers and staff members are trained to respond to emergencies in a way 

that protects the well-being of every student in their care. Our most important goal, every day, is to 

keep your student safe. This is especially true during an emergency.   

Talking to Your Child about Crisis Procedures  

When you talk to your child after an emergency or crisis drill, your questions, comments and tone will make a 

big difference,  Consider the following steps to help your child process:  

  ○  Ask what your child’s teacher did to keep everyone safe. Maybe it’s locking doors, turning off lights, 

being quiet. Most importantly it focuses the conversation on the actions that adults took to keep them 

safe.   

  ○  Reinforce that the most important thing for a student to do during a crisis or crisis drill is to DO 

WHAT THE ADULT SAYS TO DO.   

  ○  Talk about the “helpers” who kept everyone safe. These may be the teachers and staff, emergency 

responders or others. Talk about how brave these people are in their work to keep others safe.   

  ○  Ask how your child felt during the emergency or drill, and acknowledge that it’s okay to feel that way 

(scared, nervous, anxious, etc.). Ask how he or she is feeling now, and acknowledge that it’s okay to 

feel that way, too.   

  ○  Watch for any lingering signs of stress over the following days and weeks. Anxiety about school, 

lack of appetite, difficulty sleeping, or any behavior that is out of the ordinary – these may mean that 

your child still needs help healing from the trauma of the crisis. We can help.   

  ○  Share feedback with the school to improve our preparation and response.   

After a school emergency, keep in mind that your child may or may not know a lot about 
what happened during the response. Follow your child’s lead about the information he or  
she knows or wants, and contact the school if your child would benefit from the support of  

counselor as they process their feelings and fears.   

Latchkey 
For those using the YMCA’s Latchkey program, we have changed drop off/pick up back to the east 
side cafeteria entrance now that the bond work is complete.  Please go to the east side.  If you are 
picking up from Latchkey soon before 4pm, you need to call the office prior to 3pm and notify the 
school to have your child go to the car line.  You would then enter the car line.  Latchkey pick up be-
fore 4pm should not occur so we can keep the car line moving. Thank you for your help! 



9/3—No School (Labor Day) 

9/10—Site Council in the Library, 4pm 

9/11—PTO Allocations Committee Meeting 
  in the Library, 7pm 

9/21—Lifetouch Individual Picture Day 

9/24—No School (Professional Learning  
  Day) 

9/27—Kindergarten Muffins with Mommy, 
  9am 

9/27 —Greater Andover Days Volunteer               
  Choir Concert (3rd-5th) 

10/1—Site Council in the Library, 4pm 

10/2—2nd & 3rd Grade Music Concert,  
  6:30-7:15pm in the Andover High 
  School auditorium 

10/5—Warrior Dash 

www.facebook.com/WheatlandWarriors/


We’re Saving     
Trees with  
Peachjar! 
Click Here to Go  

To our 
Peachjar! 

    Click Below for 

 Breakfast & Lunch  

Menus! 

Friday, September 21 

2nd & 3rd Grade 
Music Concert 

October 2nd at 6:30pm 
in the AHS Auditorium 

https://app.peachjar.com/flyers/all/schools/78039
https://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/breakfast/2018-09-30
https://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/lunch/2018-09-30

