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Recognitions 
Last month we had a terrific 
assembly that included staff 
and student recognitions. I 
am so appreciative of the 
quality of staff at WES.  
When something is need-
ed, everyone jumps in and 
helps.  Congratulations to 
all the students who partici-
pated in the Spelling Bee.  
A special acknowledgement 
of Ethan Ellis as the winner 
of the bee and runner-up, 
Nadia Kaewsai.  Both did a 
tremendous job! 
 

Bond Update 
A great deal of progress is 
being made both in the 
back of the building and on 
the east side for cafeteria 
expansion.  Footings and 
the concrete pad have 
been put in place in the 
back and cinderblocks have 
been brought in as con-

struction preps for next 
steps.  In the cafeteria, a 
temporary wall is in place to 
allow the East wall to be 
demolished.  
 
As a reminder, please go to 
the district website and 
click on the Bond tab for up
-to-date information on the 
bond progress both at WES 
and throughout the district.  
This is the quickest way for 
you to read about the most 
current progress.  A remind-
er that WES will have the 
office relocated so that up-
on entering, visitors will 
have to immediately go into 
the office before going into 
the building.  This work will 
not take place until after 
school is out in May.  
 
 
          

 

STAR Screener 
Students have taken the 
STAR Reading Enterprise 
and STAR Math Enterprise 
assessments.  The assess-
ment is a universal screen-
ing tool across all schools.  
We use the assessment to 
help guide instruction and 
have cross-building collab-
oration on teaching and 
learning. Keep in mind that 
the assessment given is 
more challenging as the 
year progresses.  Targets 
for the beginning of the Fall 
are higher in the Winter.  
Below is a table noting the 
Fall and Winter scores at 
WES.  Students are making 
progress!  If you have 
questions about how your 
child did, please contact 
your child’s teacher.  
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KAGAN Cooperative  
Learning 

On Jan 3
rd

 faculty were in-
volved in KAGAN Coopera-
tive Learning training.  
Three more days are also 
dedicated to the training 
over the course of the next 
two and a half years.  As 
the district focuses on in-
creasing high levels of stu-
dent facilitated learning and 
student learning conversa-
tions, WES has focused 
some of their professional 
development efforts on this 
highly beneficial training.   
 
Some faculty have already 
had the training while oth-
ers have not.  Many of 
those who have had the 
training had it many years 
ago and will benefit from it 
again.  While all faculty use 
some type of cooperative 
learning already in their 
teaching, the training will 
sharpen the use of the 

strategies already being 
used as well as teach facul-
ty new strategies.   
 
The training will: 
 focus on student en-

gagement to help WES 
reach school improve-
ment goals. 

 not focus on changing 
content but will give fac-
ulty tools to engage ALL 
students with the con-
tent. 

 help faculty differentiate 
between group 
work and cooperative 
learning. (There is no 
research to support 
group work, but there 
is decades of empiri-
cal studies which 
support cooperative 
learning.) 

 aide in form-
ing heterogeneous 
teams. 

 Introduce faculty to 
key concepts in each 

of the following are-
as: brain research, rela-
tionship building, and 
classroom management. 

 
Professional development 
days are incorporated into 
the calendar because they 
are critical.  They provide 
opportunities for teachers to 
engage in discussions 
whereby they can share 
their expertise and learn 
from others outside of the 
district to ultimately improve 
teaching that results in im-
proved student learning.   

STAR  

Reading 

2017-18 

Fall Winter 

2nd Gr. 83% 98% 

3rd Gr. 74% 85% 

4th Gr. 79% 85% 

5th Gr. 84% 85% 

Building Avg. 80% 88% 

STAR Math 

2017-18 
Fall Winter 

1st Gr. 92% 93% 

2nd Gr. 87% 100% 

3rd Gr. 91% 96% 

4th Gr. 90% 94% 

5th Gr. 99% 98% 

Building Avg. 92% 96% 



2/2– National Wear Red Day 

 Kindergarten Donuts with Dad, 9am 

 Butler Co. Spelling Bee, 1:00pm 

2/5– Site Council in the WES Library, 4pm 

2/6– K/1st Gr. Concert, 6pm at AHS 

 4th/5th Gr. Concert, 6:45pm at AHS 

2/7– Global Play Day 

2/13– Lifetouch Casual Collection & Class Pictures 

2/14– Valentines Day 

   Class Parties 

2/16– No School, Professional Learning Day 

2/19– No School, Conference Credit Day 

2/21– StuCo Meeting, 3:45pm 

2/27– Parent/Teacher Conferences, 4-6:30pm 

 

April Platzer, Librarian 

Wheatland Students and staff kicked off their One School, One Book event on January 

19.  Each classroom from grades kindergarten through fifth grade will be reading aloud 

the book, The World According to Humphrey by Betty Birney.  Support staff and other 

teachers in the building also received a copy to read along and join in our school-wide 

book club.  There will be questions about the book on our morning show and students 

have an opportunity to answer correctly to be entered in a drawing.  During our kick-off 

assembly, we got to see how Mrs. Birney got her 

ideas for the Humphrey books during a video 

from the author herself.  Be sure to ask your 

child about the adventures Humphrey is having.  

Thank you to the Wheatland PTO for purchasing 

the books and the prizes!  



Wheatland Elementary School 

SPELLING BEE 2018 

PRESS RELEASE 

The annual Wheatland Elementary Spelling Bee took place 
on Wednesday, January 17th, 2018 in the library. The spelling bee 
was broadcast live over the internet.  There is a link on the district 
website where the spelling bee may be viewed. The 2018 winner 
is Ethan E., a 5

th
 grade student from Mr. Beckman’s classroom 

and our runner-up is, Nadia K., a 5
th
 grader from Ms. Hurtt’s 

class. There were twenty contestants in this year’s bee. Other 
contestants included: 3rd graders: David W., Emile R., Isaac H., 
Abby T., Lily R. and Alex P.; 4

th
 graders: Leyla T., Eric W., Tanner 

M., Lylah C., Chloe G. and Barrett H.; and 5
th
 graders: Tucker T., 

Tate H., Ella N., Nadia K., Ethan E., Fiona D., Georga H. and Lan-
don L.. 

Mr. Brett White pronounced the words for the students with 
Mrs. Lenz and Mrs. Gagnon serving in the role of judges for the 
bee. Ethan E. will be representing Wheatland Elementary at the 
Butler County Spelling Bee on February 2, 2018 at Butler County 
Community College in El Dorado, Kansas. 

Congratulations to all of the spellers for a successful spelling 

bee.   



We’re Saving     
Trees with  
Peachjar! 
Click Here to Go  

To our 
Peachjar! 

    Click Below for 

 Breakfast & Lunch 

Menus! 

Lifetouch 
Individual & 
Class Pictures 

February 13th! 
Tuesday 

Kindergarten & 

First Grade 

Fourth & Fifth 

Grade 

6:00 pm 6:45 pm 

https://app.peachjar.com/flyers/all/schools/78039
http://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/breakfast/
http://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/lunch/

