
Board Goals and School Improve-

ment Through Student Learning 

 

The district is focusing on high levels of 

student engagement unlike ever before as 

we focus upon the new state standards. 

Learning expectations for students have 

evolved well past listening and memorizing 

to high-order thinking skills.   

 

Teachers spend significant amounts of pro-

fessional learning time to gain knowledge 

on how to increase the level of thinking 

students are doing.  Teachers throughout 

the district also focus specific time on the 

areas of engagement noted below as a sys-

tem-wide strategy in alignment with a dis-

trict strategic plan and Board of Education 

goals. 

 Student Facilitated Learning: Students 

are engaged in higher-order thinking/

learning. Common examples include 

authentic project work, cooperative 

learning, hands-on learning, problem-

based learning, demonstrations, and 

research 

 Student Learning Conversations: Stu-

dents are engaged in student-to-student 

conversations that construct knowledge. 

Conversations may be teacher stimulat-

ed but are not teacher dominated. High-

er-order thinking is evident. 

 

Teachers plan opportunities into their lessons 

that best allow for students to be involved in 

“student facilitated learning” and “student 

learning conversations”.  Why is the district 

really doing this?  Because businesses shared 

feedback with schools and departments of 

education as the new Kansas College and 

Career Ready Standards were created that 

this type of learner is desperately needed 

in the 21st century.  WES is excited to 

focus upon the skills that will help stu-

dents excel when they move into the 

workforce.  This is one step in our School 

Improvement Plan to support learners 

with their future in mind. 
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Dec. 1  Site Council meeting, 4:00, library 

Dec. 11  1st grade to Andover YMCA, 9:00-11:15 

Dec. 11  STUCO meeting, 3:35-4:30, Mrs. Sander’s room 

Dec. 15  Mrs. Milner’s Christmas Play, 1:00, classroom 

Dec. 16  5th grade Band Concert 1:30, gym 

Dec. 17  5th grade to Wichita Art Museum, 9:30-1:00 

Dec. 19  Early Dismissal for grades 1-5 at 1:35 pm 

  No PM Kindergarten 

Jan. 5  NO SCHOOL, Teacher Professional Learning Day 

Jan. 6  School Resumes 
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Counselors Corner 

Special points 

of interest: 

 Gratitude 

 Classroom Guid-

ance 

 

Decembers character trait of the month: Generosity: Making 

someone's day by giving something away.                                                                      

                                                                                                          

In guidance we will read “ The Giving Tree” by Shel Silverstein. 

The kids will learn about what it means to give everything you pos-

sibly have, and still have the ability to give more. Along with saying 

thank you daily for the things we receive , not just around the holi-

days. We will also enjoy a fun game about finding something to be 

grateful for, in seemingly the worst of situations.  

 

 

During the month of November, our character trait in guid-

ance was Gratitude: Letting others know you see how 

they have helped you.  A big thank you goes to “The Big 

Idea Experience” for coming to help us learn all about grat-

itude. In guidance we spoke about how we should be 

thankful for things other than the delicious turkey dinner 

many of us eat. What if no one prepared the dinner? This 

was a question I posed in order to help the kiddos under-

stand gratitude a little bit better. What are some things you 

are grateful for?  
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