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Wait Until 8
th

 Pledge 
 If you have not heard of this, you can go to www.waituntil8th.org to learn more.  Here is a lit-
tle information from the website about waiting until 8

th
 grade to give your child a smartphone:  

“The Wait Until 8th pledge empowers parents to rally together to delay giving children a smartphone 
until at least 8th grade.  By banding together, this will decrease the pressure felt by kids and par-
ents alike over the kids having a smartphone.  
 Smartphones are distracting and potentially dangerous for children yet are widespread in el-
ementary and middle school because of unrealistic social pressure and expectations to have one. 
These devices are quickly changing childhood for children. Playing outdoors, spending time with 
friends, reading books and hanging out with family is happening a lot less to make room for hours of 
snap chatting, instagramming, and catching up on You Tube. 
 Parents feel powerless in this uphill battle and need community support to help delay the ev-
er-evolving presence of the smartphone in the classroom, social arena and family dinner table. Let’s 
band together to wait until at least eighth grade before children are allowed to have a smartphone.  
Every major carrier makes a basic phone that just calls and texts without a data plan if you believe 
your child will need to get in touch with you before 8th grade. The Wait Until 8th pledge is encourag-
ing parents to delay the smartphone. If you would like your child to have a basic phone that just 
calls and texts or a two-way calling watch, you still can sign the pledge! The basic phone and two-
way calling watch avoid many of the distractions and dangers of the smartphone. Childhood is too 
short to waste on a smartphone. Take the pledge today!” 

STAR Screener 
 Andover School District uses the STAR Reading Enterprise and STAR Math Enterprise as-
sessments as a universal screening tool across all schools. The STAR assessment is given in the 
Fall, Winter, and Spring to all students in 1

st
--10

th
 grade for math and 2nd--10

th
 for reading. K-1

st
 is 

given the DIBELS Next assessment for reading and a local assessment is used for kindergarten 
math.  Students will soon begin to take the winter assessments, which helps teachers plan for your 
child coupled with other assessment data.   

 STAR is nationally normed, and we use the data as one way to monitor the academic 
achievement of each student throughout the year, plan for your child’s academic needs for the 2

nd
 

semester and gauge how well we are working towards building learning goals.  Of course, this is 
one measure and your child’s teacher uses multiple measures to help guide instruction.  However, 

Continued on page 2 

http://www.waituntil8th.org
https://www.waituntil8th.org/take-the-pledge
www.usd385.org


Capturing Kid’s Hearts (CKH) 
 As you know, the WES staff has been working on a variety of skills this year under the CKH 
umbrella of learning.  Let’s take a look at effective communication that builds trust.  Consider how 
aware of your body language, tone, and actual words are you when you are communicating with 
others.  At WES, we are reflecting on this and making an effort to improve in all our interactions both 
with students, parents and each other throughout the day. 
Tips for success: 
 Smile, smile, smile! It’s contagious! 
 Seek feedback from others on your body language and tone. 
 Listening is a big part of communicating! 
 SOLER – Square up, Open posture, Lean in, Eye Contact, Respond 
 Believe it or not... 93 percent of our message is communicated without words. 
 
 Challenge: Ask your family to rate you on your body language, tone and actual words. Thank 
you for being open to feedback!  We can all improve. 

STAR is used throughout the district with all students in the grades indicated to help facilitate discus-
sion across the district and guide instructional decisions.   

Your child’s teacher will work in grade level groups with reading lab, special education, and English 
language learner faculty with STAR data and other assessments, both formal and informal, to plan 
targeted learning for your child.  In conjunction with your efforts at home, we are excited to see stu-
dents grow!  

How to Protect Yourself from Common Colds 

 The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website has some great tips on avoiding the 

common cold this year.  Here are some key tips: Viruses that cause colds can spread from infected 

people to others through the air and close personal contact. You can also get infected through con-

tact with stool or respiratory secretions from an infected person. This can happen when you shake 

hands with someone who has a cold, or touch a surface, like a doorknob, that has respiratory virus-

es on it, then touch your eyes, mouth, or nose. 

 

You can help reduce your risk of getting a cold: 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water. Wash them for 20 seconds, and help young chil-

dren do the same. If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. Vi-

ruses that cause colds can live on your hands, and regular handwashing can help protect you 

from getting sick. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. Viruses that cause colds 
can enter your body this way and make you sick. 

 Stay away from people who are sick. Sick people can spread viruses that cause the common 
cold through close contact with others. 

 
How to Protect Others: 
If you have a cold, you should follow these tips to help prevent spreading it to other people: 
 Stay at home while you are sick 
 Avoid close contact with others, such as hugging, kissing, or shaking hands 
 Move away from people before coughing or sneezing 
 Cough and sneeze into a tissue then throw it away, or cough and sneeze into your upper shirt 

sleeve, completely covering your mouth and nose 
 Wash your hands after coughing, sneezing, or blowing your nose 
 Disinfect frequently touched surfaces, and objects such as toys and doorknobs 
 There is no vaccine to protect you against the common cold. 

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/


Counselor Corner 

April Platzer, Librarian 

Students in grades 2-5 have been learning about a wonderful resource provided by 

Andover Schools, the World Book Online. Students can access these great features at 

home at https://www.worldbookonline.com. They will require the following log in in-

formation: 

Log in: andover385 

Password: worldbook 

 

This site and log in information is available to all students in Andover Schools from 

grades kindergarten through high school, and would be valuable for all students. I 

recommend that elementary students visit the Kids version or utilize the many e-

books available as well. 

    In guidance, we are working on conflict resolution 

skills through skits and will soon be working on em-

pathy and compassion as we get closer to winter 

break.  

    The Wichita Children's Drive will end on Wednes-

day, December 12th. Thank you for all of your  

donations!   

A note from our Counselor, Mrs. Adwell 

https://www.worldbookonline.com


A note from. . .  

We are still collecting items for the Wichita Chil-

dren's Home. The Wichita Children’s Home offers 

temporary residential shelter for children in our 

community. This holiday season, we are hoping to 

deliver some items that will make the holidays a 

little happier by delivering gifts to the students at 

the home.  WCH is in need of toiletries and day to 

day items, as well.  Student Council members will 

deliver the items on Thursday, December 13. 

Please find the Holiday Wish List and the Day-to-

Day List from WCH at the end of the newsletter. 

Thank you for your donations! 



11/12-12/12—Wichita Children’s Home Drive 

12/5—Pizza w/the Principal, 11:30am 

     WES Night @ Jason’s Deli & Marble Slab 

12/6—WES Night @ Aviate, 6-9pm 

12/13—5th Gr. Band Concert, 1:30pm in  

                  WES gym 

       StuCo delivering supplies to WCH,     
           3:30-5pm 

12/19—4th Gr. Topeka Field Trip 

       1st Gr. Polar Express Day 

12/20—End of 2nd Quarter, Dismiss at 1:45pm 

12/21-1/2—Winter Break 

1/3—School Resumes 

1/4—Wear Red Day 

1/9—WES Spelling Bee, 9am 

1/10—StuCo Meeting, 3:45-4:30pm 

www.facebook.com/wheatlandwarriors/


We’re Saving     
Trees with  
Peachjar! 

Click Here to Go  
To our 

Peachjar! 

    Click Below for 

 Breakfast & Lunch  

Menus! 

Winter  

Break!  

5th Grade Band Concert 

Thursday, December 13th 
at 1:30 pm in the WES Gym 

December 21
st

 

- 

January 2
nd

 

*Doors open for guest seating at 1:15 

https://app.peachjar.com/flyers/all/schools/78039
https://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/breakfast/2018-12-05
https://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/lunch/2018-12-05


HH    liday Wish Listliday Wish List  
ENTERTAINMENT

Board games (children and teens)

Uno, Phase 10 other card games

LEGO and other building sets

Activity passes (bowling, skating,       

movies, museums, theater, etc.)

MP3 players (basic - no cameras)

Headphones

Bicycles for teens

Basketballs and other sports gear

Craft kits (all ages)

Toy cars, models, remote control

Knitting supplies

Science / educational kits

Puzzles (preschool to 1000+)

Xbox and Wii games (rated E)

Current DVD movies (G, PG, PG-13)

HYGIENE

Lip balm, nail care items

Deodorant for men and women  

Disposable razors, shaving cream

Travel-size hygiene items

Lip balm, nail care items

Hairbrushes, combs

Ethnic hair care, oil and gel 

Hair spray (pump/non-aerosol)

Shampoo, conditioner, body wash

Flat irons, curling irons, hair dryers

Thermometers (handheld)

Eucerin cream & Aquaphor lotion

HOUSEHOLD

Kitchen utensils, can openers

Bake ware, hot pads

Dishes and flatware sets

Pots and pan sets

Insulated lunch bags/boxes

Plastic totes (med), Zippy bags (gal.)

White boards

Sheets (Twin Long/XL), pillows

Alarm clocks

Bath towels, wash cloths

Laundry detergent (He)

Swiffer dusters, mops and refills

Trash cans (15 gallon), trash bags

FOOD & BEVERAGES

Individually packaged snack food

  (sandwich crackers, nuts, granola bars, 

  microwaveable lunch cups, instant       

    oatmeal, jerky, dippable peanut butter)

Juice boxes (100% juice)

Fruit cups

Baking mixes / cookie dough

Fast food gift cards ($5 increments)

QuikTrip gift cards ($5 increments)

 

CLOTHING

Store gift cards

Children’s clothing (ages 4-12)

Teen clothing (to 3X)

Winter coats (child and adult)

PJs and pajama pants (all sizes)

Sweatpants and hoodies (to 3X)

Athletic shorts and pants (S-3X)

T-shirts (women's and men's to 3X)

Athletic shoes (child through men's 14)

Teen cotton bikini underwear (size 5-10)

Bras (especially pull-ons, all sizes)

Boxers and boxer briefs (S - XXL)

Socks (black and white, athletic and

  anklets, women's and men's sizes)

Wallets, watches, purses, accessories

ART SUPPLIES

Watercolor, acrylic paint, brushes
Flat canvases (5x7, 8x10 and 11x14)
Picture frames to decorate (5x7)
Yarn, paper mache boxes, casting kits
Canning jars (12 oz), faux tea lite candles
Air-dry clay (white)
Plastic masks (plain)
Plain-cover journals
Crayola colored play sand  
Poster putty, Command strips 

2018

INFANTS & TODDLERS

Bath wash, 2-in-1 shampoo

Diapers, wipes pull ups (size 4-6)

Diaper cream and baby lotion

Socks and underwear

Clothing (all sizes,preemie & up)

Bottles, pacifiers,teething rings

Similac Advanced formula

Infant and toddler toys

Maternity clothes

Baby books / small photo albums

Thank you!

Every year, about 1,700 children
come through our doors, and 

thousands more connect with our
outreach programs. We need

your help to provide them
with safe, secure and supportive

shelter and care, We accept
donations of cash, gift cards and 
new items at our main campus: 
7271 E. 37th St. N., Wichita, KS 

Lobby hours:
9 am to 5 pm M-F
10 am to 2 pm Sat

When you include WCH in your
holiday giving, you aren't just
making the season brighter,

you are changing lives! 

Thank you!Thank you! 
 



a home with a heart

(316) 684-6581

Entertainment
  Store gift cards 
  Board games (children and teens) 
  MP3 players (basic models)
  Activity passes (bowling,  

     skating, movies, museums,
     theater, sporting events) 

  Basketballs and sports gear 
  Arts and crafts supplies (paint

     sets,paint brushes, colored paper,
     card stock, canvas, watercolors 
     and watercolor paper, markers,
     colored pencils, pastels, yarn,
     craft kits)

  LEGOS, RC cars, Uno, Phase 10 
  Puzzles (preschool to 1000+) 
  Xbox and Wii games (rated E) 
  Current DVD movies (rated G,

     PG, PG-13) 

Infants and Toddlers 
  Baby wash, lotion and 

     2-in-1 shampoo 
  Diapers, wipes and pull ups (size 4-6) 
  Diaper cream 
  Infant and toddler toys 
  Bottles, pacifiers and teething rings 
  Sippy cups
  Sleepers and onesies 
  Socks and underwear 
  Other clothing (including preemie) 
  Similac Advanced baby formula 
  New car seats

Hygiene 
  Toothpaste (travel and full size) 
  Deodorant for men and women 
  Shampoo, conditioner, body wash 
  Flat irons, curling irons, hair dryers 
  Disposable razors, shaving cream 
  Tampons and pads
  Travel-size hygiene items 
  Lip balm and nail care items 
  Hairbrushes, combs (incl. ethnic) 
  Hair grease/ gel in small containers 

Thank
you!

The Wichita Children’s Home offers the 

only emergency, temporary residential 

shelter for children in our community. 

WCH also provides food, clothing, comfort, 

therapeutic services, transitional 

housing, educational support, life-skills 

development, and more.

To keep our doors open 24/7 for children 

affected by physical and emotional abuse, 

neglect, homelessness and exploitation, 

WCH relies on donations from caring 

people like you. 

Every year, about 2,000 children come 

through our doors, often with only the 

clothes on their backs. We help hundreds 

more through outreach programs. 

When you include us in your giving, you 

are helping meet the needs of each child 

to ensure their safety and well-being. You 

are helping the Wichita Children’s Home 

change lives. Learn more at wch.org

  Hair spray (pump/non-aerosol) 
  Lice ice
  Hair accessories for girls and teens

Food and Beverages  
  Individually packaged snack food

     (cheese and crackers, nuts, jerky,
     lunch buckets, granola bars, cereal
     cups, dippable peanut butter) 

  Juice boxes (100% juice) 
  Fruit cups 
  Fast food gift cards ($5 increments) 
  QuikTrip gift cards ($5 increments)

Clothing 
  Children’s clothing (ages 4 - 12) 
  PJs and pajama pants (all sizes) 
  Sweatpants and hoodies for teens 
  Athletic shorts and pants (S - XXL) 
  T-shirts (women’s and men’s) 
  Athletic shoes (sneakers) for all

     (child through men’s 14) 
  Women’s cotton bikini underwear

      (size 5 - 9) 
  Bras (especially pull-ons, all sizes) 
  Boxers and boxer briefs (S - XXL) 
  Flipflops/shower shoes for teens 
  Women’s jeans (all sizes) 
  Men’s jeans (34 waist and up) 
  Socks (athletic and anklets, all sizes) 
  School- and work-appropriate 

     shirts and pants for teens 
  Winter coats (child and adult sizes)

Household 
  Towels and washcloths 
  Kitchen utensils and bakeware 
  Dish and flatware sets 
  Pots and pans 
  Crockpots 
  Glasses and plastic cups 
  Vacuum cleaners 
  Alarm clocks 
  Twin bedding and pillows 
  Laundry hampers and baskets 
  Laundry detergent (He) 
  Swiffer dusters and floor mops 
  Plastic totes (med) 
  Sleeping bags (adult size) 
  Journals 
  School supplies (3-ring binders, 

     paper, pens, mechanical pencils)
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