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In my update, you will find in-
formation on the following:  

 STEM 

 Character Analysis 

 Student Engagement 

 Did you know? 

What have Warriors been up to? 

One of the very best parts of my 
job is to have the opportunity to go 
into any classroom and experience 
the learning taking place.  If you are 
not following WES on Facebook, 
please do!!  In late October, I posted 
a STEM activity that was amazing.   
A 2nd grader created an insulated 
cup that kept ice for seven hours!!  
The deep level of thinking that went 
into the process was truly outstand-
ing to witness, and I was honored to 
see it. 

Character Analysis 

Third grade displayed their Char-
acter Analysis Projects.  Students 
were asked to pick a character from 
a book they had read and create that 
character using a pumpkin at home. 
The following week students com-
pleted a character analysis and cre-
ated a tri-fold for both the traits and 
feelings for their character. Students 
practiced using evidence from the 
text to support their choices for the 

traits and feelings of their charac-
ter.  

Student Engagement 

Last month I mentioned that one 
of the 2015-2016 building goals is 
to increase the level of student en-
gagement and I have some GREAT 
examples of that from October.  It is 
important to note what we are spe-
cifically targeting or how we are 
defining the “student engagement” 
that we are looking for when we 
gather data to evaluate progress.   

The two areas that are being tar-
geted include:  
Student Facilitated Learning – 
Students are engaged in higher-
order thinking/learning.  Common 
examples include authentic project 
work, hands-on learning, problem-
based learning, demonstrations and 
research.   

Student Learning Conversations -  
Students are engaged in student-to-
student conversations that construct 
knowledge.  Conversations may be 
teacher stimulated but are not teach-
er dominated.  Higher-order think-
ing is evident.   

Some examples I saw this past 
month included students working 
on inquiry projects as they com-
piled information to present.  An-
other exciting opportunity was hav-
ing students create number sentenc-
es, read to a partner and then re-
ceive feedback from their peer. 
Those conversations started addi-
tional conversation about the math-
ematical process.  This is powerful 
to see!  The WES faculty does a tre-
mendous job of providing opportu-
nities for students to demonstrate 
their learning at a deep level.  The 
last example was kindergarten ex-
ploring the inside of a pumpkin fol-
lowed by the outside and discussing 
buoyance as they shared their ob-
servations and made their own hy-
pothesis.   

Did you know? 

When you were a child, did you 
have to sit in a seat for long, long 
periods of time in school?  I did 

Continued on next page... 



What an awesomely monstrous book fair!  The 
Wheatland Book Fair was held in the library October 
8-October 15.  We had a very successful book fair 
with over $9,600 in sales!  That is a lot of books get-
ting into our student's hands.  

 Our generous families and students also donated 
over $55 to purchase new books for students at 
White Elementary in Wichita and donated sever-
al boxes of gently used books. 

 $285 in gift certificates were given to teachers by 
families to purchase books for classroom librar-

ies as well as several books that were donated 
from teacher wish lists. 

 The All for Books money we collected for stu-
dents at White Elementary and for teacher class-
rooms also helps readers beyond our school and 
community.  Scholastic Book Fairs gives one 
book for every locally donated dollar to the Kids 
in Need Foundation and Kids in Distressed Situa-
tions Inc.  Wheatland Elementary's All for Books 
donation was $342, so that is 342 books donated 
in our name.   

 The Wheatland library will receive $5,300 to 
purchase new books and instructional materials 
for the library!   
Way to Go Warriors!!  Keep reading! 

 

Mrs. Platzer, Librarian 

From the Library 

Upcoming Events 

Nov. 6 - School Picture Retakes 

Nov. 12  - Wheatland Roller Skating Night at Carousel 
 Skate  Center, 312 N West St, Wichita, 6:30 p.m. 

Nov. 13 - No School 

Nov. 17 - PTO Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

Nov. 18 - Student Council, 3:35 p.m.  

Nov. 19 - 4th grade to Young People’s Concert 

Nov. 25 -  27 - No School, Thanksgiving 

when I was in elementary school 
and secondary school.  At WES we 
understand that moving aids learn-
ing.  Often times you will see a 
child standing and working rather 
than sitting.  Students are encour-
aged to move as needed as long as 
they are on-task.  The days of sit-
ting for extended periods of time 
are gone.   

Another approach that WES em-
braces is cooperative learning (CL).  
CL is a key teaching strategy, 
which helps students learn how to 

work in small teams with varying 
ability levels as they use activities 
to understand curricular standards.  
Team members have specific job 
functions within the team including 
helping each other.  

The last item I hope you know 
about or will realize as a norm at 
WES is differentiation.  We want 
each child to have experiences and 
tasks that will improve their learn-
ing through multiple pathways.  
WES faculty have embraced cen-
ters which allow a wide range of 
learning tasks, activities and oppor-

tunities to showcase their learning 
often times with student choice in-
terwoven.   Student choice is key to 
differentiation and we believe that 
students learn best when they are 
part of the decision-making pro-
cess.  

Andover Public Schools  
Mobile App Coming Soon! 

continued from The Desk of Mr. Armbrister 

We are excited to announce 
that a mobile app for Andover 
Public Schools will be available 
in January 2016! This free app 
for your Apple and Android de-
vices will be your one-stop shop 
for everything Andover. From 
district & school news pulled 
directly into the app to links to 
PowerSchool, athletic infor-
mation, breakfast & lunch men-
us and payment all in one place 
makes this app the convenient 
way to stay connected to your 
school and district happenings. 
Stay tuned for more information! 
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Counselors Corner 

Special points 
of interest: 

Welcome 

Classroom Guid-
ance 

 

During classroom guidance, the kids have been learning about  

RESPECT: Caring enough about others feelings to think before 
you act. The kids have participated in various individual and group 
activities in order to help them grasp the concept of not just being 
able to talk about what respect is, but also showing it. I challenged 
the kids to think about their problems, and other problems they wit-
ness, and see how much respect is being shown in those situa-
tions.   

Students and parents, 

Welcome back to another fun and exciting year at WES.! I am your School  

Counselor Mr. Bohanon. I am here  to help out in a variety of ways such as; 

Individual counseling, small groups, class guidance,  SBST, outside services, 

families in need, etc... 

 

My personal counseling philosophy is: I can’t solve all of your 

problems, but I can promise you won’t have to face them 

 

 

Welcome Back!! 

alone.  



Shauna Hanna BSN, RN  

 hannas@usd385.org 

Karen ‐ Health Clerk 

 

School Screening

Each school year we complete a series of state required screenings. 

This includes Hearing, Vision, and Dental screening. 

Hearing Screening 

Grades K, 1, 2, 3 and 5 

Vision Screening 

Grades K, 1, 2, and 4 

Dental Screening 

Grades K, 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5  

Hearing and Vision will be in the fall, early spring. Dental will be done in the 
spring. 

Parents will be notified if their child does not successfully complete any 
screening. 

Donations 

The Health Office is in need of clothing donations.  We are in need of sweat 
pants and jeans. In particular, sizes 5-7 for both girls and boys are needed. 

They do not need to be new, but gently used is great! 
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