
THE WHEATLAND NEWS 

TERM: 2019-2020 | ISSUE 2 | DATE: OCTOBER 1, 2019 

Multi-Tier System of Support 

A reminder that WES has a differentiated tier structure in place 

that allows students that demonstrate a need to have additional 

instructional time to receive it.  The determination is based on 

their individual academic needs reported from primarily the STAR 

Assessment, which is being used district-wide as a universal 

screener in the Fall, Winter and Spring.  Students that are placed 

in tier 2 or tier 3 support are monitored more closely and may 

have received an additional diagnostic tool to better determine 

the area of support they require.  Students in tier 2 receive an ad-

ditional thirty minutes of support a day and tier 3 an hour a day.  

Your child’s teacher will notify you if they are receiving tier support.  Tiers are fluid throughout 

the year based on need. 

Greater Andover Days Parade 

The parade was a great deal of fun this year and a wonderful time for families to get to know 

each other.  Thank you to our PTO for organizing the float and for the families who participated 

in representing WES.  Our students thoroughly enjoyed throwing candy and being a part of this 

Andover tradition!  

Warrior Dash 

On October 4th students will enjoy once again the annual Warrior Dash.  Students were thrilled 

last year with the event as they were allowed to RUN IN THE HALLS.  This is the WES fundraiser 

for the year and allows us to raise funds with the support of our PTO.  We do not sell products 

door-to-door, but instead focus on this fun activity that gets kids moving.   Mrs. Jones goes over 

some safety precautions before we start and PTO will have a snack and drink area.  Please 

check the schedule in this newsletter and come if you are able.   
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Click “Learn More” to see the rest of the newsletter! 

Drills 

Safety drills required of schools have changed this year. The state has set the following require-

ments: 4 fire drills, 2 tornado drills (our gym is a FEMA shelter) and 3 Crisis Drills. As students 
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begin to participate in drills, please know that we have conducted them before and we share 

with students that we want to keep them safe so we practice a variety of situations.  Please un-

derstand that we do not announce the dates or times of drills, but each month some will take 

place as we focus proactively on preparing for a variety of emergency situations. 

Capturing Kids’ Hearts 

We are excited to share information with you about a priority initiative at our school called Cap-

turing Kids’ Hearts (CKH)! If you’ve been a part of our school community, you have most likely 

heard us talk about CKH already, but we wanted to send out more detailed information.  

In the summer of 2018, Wheatland Elementary School (WES) staff members were trained in 

this program, and it has continued to help us positively improve upon our school culture and cli-

mate. Teachers walked away from the training truly inspired and focused on developing the very 

best relationships with students and each other that they possibly could. Each year we train our 

new teachers in CKH. Our students are achieving at all-time high levels, and we know that CKH 

is an important part to the puzzle.  

This amazing program outlines a process staff can use to help build meaningful connections 

between staff and students, students and their peers, and between staff and families. The goal 

is to capture kids’ hearts in order to capture their minds. Research shows that when students 

feel more connected to their school and staff, they achieve higher academic success and are 

less likely to have attendance, tardy, or behavioral issues. Students thrive when they feel cared 

for and engaged.  

One central piece of CKH is the Social Contract. A Social Contract is built in each classroom to 

establish the guidelines and expectations for how students and teachers will treat each other. 

Students work together to develop this contract, and the teacher acts as a facilitator to encour-

age discussion. The Social Contract is designed to help students internalize and practice char-

acter traits and skills that they will use in their future lives (to include in their future employ-

ment). It also lets all participants in a classroom know what behavior is acceptable and what is 

not. The goal is to help each student develop “self-managing” skills. We don’t just believe in the 

Social Contract for our students, each year the WES staff also creates a Staff Social Contract 

that governs how we treat one another, and we hold each other accountable for this throughout 

the school year.  

The Four Questions help students focus on positive behavior, demonstrate they know what be-

havior is expected, take responsibility when they are not doing what is expected, and determine 

what they should be doing instead. School wide, common signals such as Time-Out and Check 

are useful in maintaining our positive learning environment. Students are taught that the Time-

Out signal means to stop, match the signal, and listen. In addition, students are taught that 

they can be a good friend by helping peers stay on a positive path. If students see rules being 

violated, they can discreetly “check” their friend as a visual cue to get back on track so that the 

teacher does not have to get involved. We teach students to check their friend once as a friend-
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ly reminder, and then to allow their friend to make his/her choices.  A “check” is not a student 

telling another students they are in trouble, but instead, it is a support to a friend.  We help 

remind each other because we want their success for them. 

The following are some additional components of CKH that your students experience at 

Wheatland. The EXCEL Model helps to show students that WES teachers and staff care about 

them. 

Engage: Administration greets students with a warm hello or welcome back and a smile as 

they walk through the front doors in the mornings. Teachers personally greet each indi-

vidual student at the classroom door with a handshake and a smile. Teachers model 

appropriate handshakes as this is an important life & job skill. 

 

X-plore: Teachers and staff look for opportunities to listen to and interact with students, 

not just about school happenings but also about students’ lives outside of school. Stu-

dents enjoy sharing “Good Things” each morning with their peers and teacher. Teachers 

affirm students’ personal experiences and show a genuine interest in their thoughts 

and feelings. 

 

Communicate: Interactions in classrooms are more of a dialogue between the teacher and 

students, as well as between students themselves, with the teacher serving as a re-

source and a facilitator of learning. Frequently, classroom lessons are tied directly to 

the real world in order to show students the importance of their education. Teachers fa-

cilitate classroom meetings and conversations focused on the classroom Social Con-

tract embedding those ideals into the daily schedule and lessons. 

 

Empower: Teachers and staff empower students to interact more directly with peers, to 

self-manage, to problem-solve and peer-manage with in a supportive role when appro-

priate. We want students to develop skills and feel confident to apply them.  

 

Launch: A conscious effort is made to close each school day with a positive thought, an in-

spirational quote/video/activity, or affirmations. The idea is to inspire students to enjoy 

their evening at home and to look forward to the next school day. 

Capturing Kids’ Hearts is a process that involves many components. We have only shared 

pieces of CKH in this document, but we hope it helps to provide a general understanding of 

its usefulness and some information about the basic strategies. At Wheatland we often ask 

ourselves and each other, “Are we capturing their hearts today?” This helps to keep us fo-

cused on what matters the most—our students. When relationships are positive and meaning-

ful, the sky is the limit for learning! 

 



What’s Going on in Guidance? 

 3rd through 5th grade will be learning about pathways to careers. This week, 

they are watching a video from RoadTrip Nation called “One Step Closer”, 

which talks about how community college has helped some discover their 

passion, set their own pace, and reach for their full potential. 

 Kindergarten through 2nd grade are learning about community helpers. 

 

What’s Coming Up? 

 3rd Grade will be attending Careers on Wheels (COWS) on Wednesday, Octo-

ber 2nd from 9:15-11:15 am at the Andover 13th Street Park. In case of rain, 

we will move the event to the shelter. 

 Red Ribbon Week will be October 23rd-31st. This year’s theme is: “Send a 

Message. Stay Drug Free.” 

If you have any winter jackets that you no longer need, please feel free to 

bring them to the WES office. Any and all sizes from 5-11 years are needed. 

Thank you! 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
OCTOBER 2 

OCTOBER 3 

OCTOBER 4 

OCTOBER 7 

OCTOBER 8 

OCTOBER 10-17 

OCTOBER 11 

OCTOBER 14 

OCTOBER 17 

OCTOBER 18 

OCTOBER 21 

NOVEMBER 4 

3rd Gr. COWS Field Trip, 9-11 am 

 

StuCo Meeting, 3:45-4:30 pm 

Warrior Dash & Trojans in Training at AHS 

Football Game 

Site Council, 4-5 pm 

 

2nd & 3rd Gr. Music Concert, 6:30-7:30 pm 

 

WES Book Fair 

 

5th Gr. To WSU Sculpture Tour, 11-3:15 pm 

Parent Teacher Conferences, 4-8:30 pm 

 

No School—Parent/Teacher Conferences, 8-4 pm 

 

No School—Professional Learning Day 

5th Gr. To RME for Water Festival, 8:45-11:30 am 

 

No School—Professional Learning Day 
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Volunteer at our Scholastic Book Fair! 

Dates: Wednesday, October 9 – Wednesday, October 16 

Volunteer at our fall Book Fair — an exciting celebration of reading with hundreds of 

fun, engaging, affordable books for kids to discover. Join our volunteer team to: 

• Organize and put things in place 

• Offer a helping hand, set up, or pack up 

• Help shoppers of all ages find the perfect book 

We appreciate your support in whatever form it takes! 

 

Sign up for a single spot or multiple spots on our Signup.com website. 

Here's how it works in 3 easy steps: 

1) Click this link to see our Sign-Up on Signup.com: 

https://signup.com/go/WJepBHK 

2) Review the options listed and choose the spot(s) you like. 

3) Sign up! It's Easy - you will NOT need to register an account or keep a password on 

Signup.com. 

 

Note: Signup.com does not share your email address with anyone. 

If you prefer not to use your email address, please contact me and I 

can sign you up manually. 

Amy Voegeli at av4ksu@yahoo.com 

or April Platzer at platzera@usd385.org 
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A note from the... 

Shauna Hanna, RN & Karen Padzensky, Health Clerk 

Immunization Update - Hepatitis A is now a new requirement 

for all Kindergarten and 1st graders. Additionally, students will 

be excluded from school who do not have the required vac-

cinations starting October 16th. Let us know if you have any 

questions. 

Also, we are in need of boys jeans and shorts sizes 4-

14.  Used is perfectly fine!  

Trojans in 
Training 

Wheatland Elementary Football Night 

Friday, October 4, 2019 at 6:30 pm 
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AHS Booster Club invites Wheatland Elementary students and parents to attend the 

Trojans Football game on Friday, October 4. Students are admitted FREE and will be 

escorted onto the field to help cheer on the Andover Trojans Football team as they en-

ter the field. Students must be in the designated area by 6:30 pm. Students should be 

with a parent during the game. 
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We are excited for another year of service to our community with the help of these Student Lead-

ers. We will be doing drives and fundraisers for The Wichita Children’s Home, The Leukemia & Lym-

phona Society, and the Andover Food Bank, along with planning Red Ribbon Week activities. Our 

first meeting  will be Thursday, October 3. Go to the Library immediately after school, and bring a 

pencil and your agenda. Remember that you need to have someone to pick you up at 4:30 pm in 

front of the school by the flagpole. 

Our future meetings will be on Thursday (Nov. 7, Dec. 5, Jan. 9, Feb. 6, March 5, April 2, and May 

7). 

Congratulations to the 

2019-2020 Student 

Council members! 

Kennedy Ayesh  

Taylor Blackburn 

Brecken Bogner 

Bella Bouddhara 

Alayna Burdette 

Kinsley Chacko 

Sparsh Chavan 

Cora Cox 

Mia Ellis 

Cosette Ellis 

Dotsie Foster 

Ananya Gandikota 

Ella Goodman 

Urooba Hassan 

Bryce Hawk 

Erica High  

Avery Hurt 

Lindy Jessop 

Hannah Larson 

Brennan Light 

Lucas Maskell 

Beatrice Matthews 

Piper McConnaughhay 

Katie McDavitt 

Rylie Nance 

Will Platzer 

Cameron Reilly 

Paige Schuster 

Samantha Siegrist 

Sam Sprague 

Grace Teal 

Abby Tofteland 

Olivia Voegeli 

Benjamin Walker 

Emily Wallace 

Allie Wells 

Emily Yeoh 

Madey Zerger 

Alli Zerger 



Warrior Dash 
Schedule - Friday, October 4

th
 

8:55-9:55 

10:00-11:00 

11:05-12:05 

12:05-12:45 

12:45-1:45 

1:50-2:20 

1:50-2:50 

2:50 
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Click  for  
October 

Breakfast and Lunch 
Menus 

Wear your 
Wheatland 
gear every 

Friday! 
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October 14 from 4:00-8:00 pm! 

2nd & 3rd Grade 

Music Concert 
Tuesday, October 8th 

from 6:30 to 7:30 pm 

in the AHS Auditorium 

https://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/breakfast/2019-10-03
https://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/lunch/2019-10-03
www.facebook.com/wheatlandwarriors/

