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In my update, you will find in-
formation on the following:  

 WES Building Goal 
 Transportation Safety Drills 
 Recognition 
 Warrior Dash 

WES Building Goal: 

A 2015-2016 building goal is to in-
crease the level of student engage-
ment.  It is important to note what 
we are specifically targeting on how 
we are defining the “student en-
gagement” that we are looking for 
when we gather data to evaluate 
progress.   
The two areas that are being target-
ed include:  
Student Facilitated Learning: Stu-
dents are engaged in higher-order 
thinking/learning.  Common exam-
ples include authentic project work, 
hands-on learning, problem-based 
learning, demonstrations and re-
search.   
Student Learning Conversations: 
Students are engaged in student-to-
student conversations that construct 
knowledge.  Conversations may be 
teacher stimulated but are not teach-
er dominated.  Higher-order think-
ing is evident.   

While student engagement is much, 
much higher based on a more broad 
definition, we are looking at specif-
ic levels of engagement, which in-
clude higher levels of academic ri-
gor.  Faculty target these engage-

ment strategies and infuse them into 
lessons.  Walk-throughs are done by 
administration and faculty to record 
data points as we work towards in-
creases in these areas.  Professional 
dialogue occurs as faculty share 
their ideas on implementing strate-
gies.   

Transportation Safety Drills 

The USD #385 Transportation De-
partment conducts annual safety 
evaluation drills with students 
throughout the district.  WES stu-
dents participated on September 25, 
2015.  Students load buses and are 
given specific information on the 
functions of the bus as they relate to 
the various emergency exits availa-
ble, from windows that open as an 
exit, to the rear door and emergency 
ceiling exits.  Transportation offi-
cials explain how they would direct 
students to exit depending upon the 
emergency and how they would 
congregate after exiting.  USD 
#385 takes safety very seri-
ously and transportation is no 
exception.  Please talk with 
your child about the drill and 
what they learned!   

Recognition 

Susan Mueller was honored 
last month at the District IV 
Kansas Teacher of the Year 
Banquet in Wichita.  Susan is 
an English Language Learner 
teacher at WES.  Her parents, 

some faculty and staff from WES 
and District Office administration 
attended the banquet honoring Su-
san.  She was named as one of three 
finalists in District IV. Congratula-
tions Susan!!!  

Warrior Dash 

The WES PTO is holding the annu-
al Warrior Dash on October 9th.  
Please find the schedule for each 
grade level along with more infor-
mation on page two.  Parents are 
welcome to come and watch!  Stu-
dents begin to raise funds for the 
dash this week, which go to several 
resources, many of which are 
STEM (science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics) re-
sources.   Students enjoy the dash 
each year as they get to RUN IN 
THE HALLWAYS! Whether a do-
nation is made of one dollar or one 
hundred dollars, your donation will 
go directly to support resources for 

Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 

Tuesday, October 13 
 4:00 pm—7:00 pm  
Thursday, October 15 
7:30 am—3:30 pm  



Upcoming Events 

Book	Fair:	
Thursday,	October	8	–	Thursday,	October	15	

	
Our	Scholastic	Book	Fair	is	a	reading	event	that	
brings	the	books	kids	want	to	read	right	into	
our	school.	It’s	a	wonderful	selection	of	engag-
ing	and	affordable	books	for	every	reading	lev-
el.	Please	make	plans	to	visit	our	Book	Fair	and	
be	involved	in	shaping	your	child’s	reading	hab-
its.	
Shopping	hours:	8:40-4:00	daily		
We	will	be	closed	on	Friday,	October	9	for	the	
Warrior	Dash	but	open	after	school	until	4:00.	
Special	activities:		
Family	night	
Tuesday,	October	13	from	4:00-7:00				
We	will	be	open	all	day	on	Thursday,	October	
15	during	parent-teacher	conferences.	If	you	
are	unable	to	attend	the	Fair	in	person,	we	in-
vite	you	to	visit	our	online	Book	Fair	
at	scholastic.com/fair.	Our	online	Fair	is	avail-
able	from	October	3	to	October	16.	
		
We	look	forward	to	seeing	you	and	your	family	
at	our	Book	Fair!	
Remember,	all	purchases	bene it	our	school.	
	
Be	a	Book	Fair	Volunteer	
		
Join	our	volunteer	team	to:	
•		Organize	and	put	things	
in	place	
•		Offer	a	helping	hand,	set	
up,	or	pack	up	
•		Help	shoppers	of	all	ages	 ind	the	perfect	
book	
	
We	appreciate	your	support	in	whatever	form	
it	takes!		Sign	up	for	a	single	slot	or	multiple	
slots	at	our	Volunteer	spot	site:	
	http://vols.pt/HiD9Mx	

 

Mrs. Platzer, Librarian 

From the Library 

Oct. 8-15 - Book Fair 

Oct. 8  - 2nd & 3rd grade vocal concert, 6:30 p.m. 

Oct. 9 - Warrior Dash 

Oct. 13 - Parent/Teacher Conference, 4 - 7 p.m. 

Oct. 14 - Kindergarten Field Trip, around Andover 

Oct. 15 - No School, Parent/Teacher Conference 

   7:30 am - 12:30 pm, 1:30 am - 3:30 pm  

Oct. 16 - No School 

Oct. 21 - Student Council, 3:35 p.m.  

Oct. 30 - Fall parties 

8:45 - 9:45  5th grade 

9:50 - 10:20  AM K  

9:50 - 10:50  3rd grade 

10:55 - 11:55 4th grade 

12:00 - 12:40 Lunch Break 

12:40 - 1:40  1st grade 

12:40 - 1:10  K (PM & all day) 

1:45 - 2:45  2nd grade 

2:45 - 3:30  Event clean up 

Warrior Dash Schedule 

Friday, October 9 

This year's fundraiser will focus on fitness and fun! You will 
not only be running, you will be skipping, jumping, rolling 
and bear‐crawling around school. 

The Warrior Dash replaces any door to door product sales 
and is a PTO‐sponsored event.  Dona ons are accepted by 
cash, check or PayPal. The link is on the home page of the 
Wheatland website. You can also sign up to volunteer at the 
same  me. 

A flyer with more informa on was sent home with your par‐
ents. Click here for the link to the website: 

h p://www.wheatland.usd385.org 

Warrior Dash 



What’s all the Buzz about Star Reading and Math tests?  
Beginning in the 2014-15 school year, the Andover School district adopted STAR Reading Enter-

prise and STAR Math Enterprise . The STAR assessment is given in the Fall, Winter, and Spring to 
all students in Kindergarten through 10th grade.  

Star reading is a computer-adaptive assessment of reading comprehension and skills for early 
literacy and independent readers. Star Math Enterprise is a computer-adaptive assessment of math 
achievement. On average, the students will complete the star reading and math test in about 20 
minutes each. 

The STAR assessment is nationally normed and we use the data as one way to monitor the aca-
demic achievement of each student throughout the year.  According to our Fall building data,  62%  
met the district goal in Early Literacy, 81% of students met the district goal in reading and 88 % met 
the district goal in math. 

If you have questions regarding your child’s star score or progress, or ways you can help 
strengthen your child’s skills that are measured by the STAR please contact your child’s teacher. 

 
Word	Skills		
 Alphabetic	Principle		
 Concept	of	Word		
 Visual	Discrimination		
 Phonemic	Awareness		
 Phonics		
 Structural	Analysis		
 Vocabulary		
	
Comprehension	Strategies		
 Sentences		
 Paragraphs		
	
Numbers	and	Operations		
 Early	Numeracy		

 
STAR	Reading	Enterprise	tracks	de-
velopment	in	 ive	domains:		
	
 Word	Knowledge	and	Skills		

 Comprehension	Strategies	and	
Constructing	Meaning		

 Analyzing	Literary	Text		

 Understanding	Author’s	Craft		

 Analyzing	Argument	and	Evalu-
ating	Text		

 
STAR	Math	Enterprise	tracks	devel-
opment	in	four	domains:		
 Numbers	and	Operations		

 Algebra		

 Geometry	and	Measurement		

 Data	Analysis,	Statistics,	and	
Probability		

 

 

STAR Assessments target the following areas: 

For additional information please check out the Parent’s Guide to Star Assessments:  
http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R0054872491706A8.pdf 


