
From the desk of Mr. Armbrister: 

April 2, 2019 

Andover Public Schools 

www.usd385.org 

In my update, you will find information on the 

following:  

 PTO Family Fun Night  

 BOND 

 Redesign  

Andover USD #385 

Wheatland Elementary  

15200 E 21st St 

Wichita, KS 67230 

316-218-4820 

Mr. Elton Armbrister, Principal 

PTO Family Fun Night 
The PTO Family Fun Night is right around the corner. The night begins at 5:30 with dinner from Ja-
son’s Deli (available until 7:00). Concessions is available from 5:30-8:00, games from 6:00-8:00 and 
the basket drawing takes place at 8:00. Games are from 6:00-8:00 with the basket drawing taking 
place at 8:00 p.m. to wrap up the evening.   
 
Please plan on attending and having a GREAT time! It is focused around food, games and good 
times. A special thank you to all those involved in organizing it. It is a big undertaking and any help 
you can give is very much appreciated! Click here to see a list of the raffle baskets! 

Continued on page 2 

Redesign 
Schools across the state of Kansas are working to rethink the way they deliver education as part of 
the Kansans Can School Redesign Project, under the guidance of the Kansas State Department of 
Education.  The district is working on having all #385 schools go through this process and Wheat-

Bond 
In our climate survey results we received some questions about the new wing and how it is being 
used.  Last month I shared it is currently being used for the following: 
 
 three band classes 

 English Language class and  

 small group tier support for various grade levels   

 
The reason a grade level was not placed in the new wing was due to having a week to move 7 
teachers and the challenges that a short timeline entails.  We were able to gain occupancy on Au-
gust 6

th
 to the new additions to WES so I decided to have classes move that would have less diffi-

culty in doing so given the small amount of time to move.   
 
For the 2019-2020 school year, 1

st
 grade will be moving into the new wing and 3

rd
 grade will move 

to where 1
st
 is at currently.  At that point, WES will have wings with a K-1, 2-3 and 4-5 facility struc-

ture.  New signage was put in place to reflect this change already in preparation for this reorganiza-
tion.   

www.usd385.org
https://s3.amazonaws.com/scschoolfiles/691/ffn_raffle_baskets_peachjar_2019.pdf


land will be in 2020-2021.  The key focus will be to keep what is working well and be open-minded to 
changing things that can be improved while making it manageable for everyone.  
 
Background and vision 
In 2015, officials from the KSDE, including Education Commissioner Randy Watson, embarked on a 
listening tour throughout the state. They talked with Kansans about the future they want for Kansas 
children, and the role education should play in creating that future.  
 
From that listening tour, KSDE created an ambitious vision: “Kansas leads the world in the success 
of each student.”  
 
Why redesign? 
Education in the United States is largely based on an industrialized model that has been around for 
more than 100 years. While this model meets the needs of many students, it does not work well for 
others. The goal of redesign is to create a model that prepares each child for life after high school.   
 
While “redesign,” as defined by KSDE, is a structured process, it’s important to note that there are 
elements of redesign that are constantly occurring at WES. Each day, we are working to improve the 
way we teach our students in order to best suit their needs.  The redesign process will be a structure 
we can follow that is flexible. 
 
What are the guiding principles? 
KSDE has identified four principles of redesign. They are: 

 Student success skills: The skills that go beyond academics, such as empathy, self -
regulation and the ability to collaborate and communicate, which will help students succeed in post-
secondary education and in the workforce. 

 Personalized learning: Providing students choices on how they learn, and the pace at 
which they learn. 

 Real-world application: Teaching students to develop and apply their skills and 
knowledge in practical ways. 
 Family, business and community partnerships: Creating and sustaining collaborative part-

nerships to strengthen our schools. 
 
How will we measure success? 
The state has identified five measurable outcomes for redesign: 

 Social-emotional growth 

 Kindergarten readiness 

 Individual plans of study based on career interest 

 High school graduation rates 

 Postsecondary success 

 
What is the redesign process?  
The first year of a school’s redesign is a planning year.  Again, WES will be starting this process in 
2020-2021.  Committees, led by teachers, will gather stakeholder input to create a vision for the 
school’s redesign efforts. Through investigation teams, we will research possible areas of focus for 
redesign. Toward the end of the first year, we will begin building and implementing prototypes/pilot 
projects, then evaluate the success of those projects. 

 
The second year begins implementation of the redesign concepts that we decide to pursue. This is-
n’t the end of the redesign process; it’s just the beginning, as we constantly work to evaluate suc-

Continued on page 3 



Simply order securely online 
at www.shopttkits.com using 
account #28099 for Andover 
Schools.  You can also return 
the paper order form with 
payment to your school 
office. (Paper order forms 
can be printed from the 
school website or are availa-
ble in the  school office.)  

cess, adjust current practices and try new concepts to best fit the needs of our students while honor-
ing the important concepts that are proven highly effective. 
 
What will redesign mean at WES? 
Redesign is an exciting and purposely uncertain process. It is designed to push everyone involved 
outside their comfort zone as we look to improve.  We are confident the end result will lead to better 
models of teaching, even if we don’t know exactly what those models look like entering the process. 
Again, we want to keep what is working well and improve on other things. 
 
In practical terms, because redesign is an educator-led process, schools in the first year of redesign 
will have more guest teachers (substitutes) in the building than in a typical year. We will develop 
plans that will minimize the amount of time teachers are away from their classes, and to create as 
much consistency with the guest teachers who are in classrooms. 
 
Ultimately, we view this as an investment of time that will ultimately transform the learning process 
for our students.  

www.shopttkits.com
https://s3.amazonaws.com/scschoolfiles/691/school_supply_order_form_for_19-20.pdf


Counselor Corner 
 

State Assessments 

April 3rd- April 4th: 5th grade science 

April 8th-9th: 3rd grade ELA and 5th grade ELA 

April 10th-11th: 3rd and 5th grade math 

April 16th-17th: 4th grade ELA 

April 18th-19th: 4th grade math 

 

4th Grade Girls Group 

If you’d like your daughter to join the “Girl Code” small group starting on 
April 5th, please email Mrs. Adwell about a permission form. The group will 

be reading and discussing the “Girls Guide to Friendship Troubles” by 
American Girl Doll Publishing. 

 

Guidance 

In guidance, students are working on digital citizenship with the help of 
Google’s guide to “Be Internet Awesome.” This guide teaches students 
about online reputation, safety, and online etiquette. Students also use 

Google’s platform called “Interland” which guides them through interactive 
games and teaches them about digital citizenship. 

A note from our Counselor, Mrs. Adwell 

A note from. . .  

Our last StuCo meeting for the year will be 
on April 10. Please note that this is a 
Wednesday rather than our normal Thursday 
meeting day!  



A note from the... 

Shauna Hanna, RN & Karen Padzensky, Health Clerk 

 All hearing, vision, and dental screenings have been completed. 

We have sent home letters to the students that need to be 

screened by a professional.  

 We are in need of boy’s pants/jeans and shorts in size 4-14. 

Please bring them to the nurse’s office if you have some you’d 

like to donate. Thank you! 

Wheatland Elementary 

11th Annual Food Drive  

March 22-April 5  

Items requested: bar soap, toothpaste, toilet paper, soup, canned meals 
(chili, spaghettios), pork ‘n beans, macaroni & cheese, Ramen noodles & 

any other non-perishable items will be greatly appreciated!  

Organized by Wheatland’s Student Council  



4/1—Site Council, 4-5 pm 

4/5—PTO Family Fun Night, 5:30-8 pm 

4/11—StuCo Meeting, 3:45-4:30 pm 

4/18—American Answers Contest, 8:50-9:50 
  am 

4/22—No School, Professional Learning Day 

4/25—2nd-5th to AHS for the AHS play,  
  12:45-2:15 pm 

4/26—Kindergarten Zoo Trip, 9:30-1:30 pm 

5/1—1st Grade Exploration Place Trip, 9:30-
  2:30 pm 

     —Trojan Children’s Choir Concert, 1:15- 
  1:45 pm 

     —AHS Parade of Graduates, 2:15 pm 



We’re Saving     
Trees with  
Peachjar! 

Click Here to Go  
To our 

Peachjar! 

    Click Below for 

 Breakfast & Lunch  

Menus! 

PTO Family Fun Night! 

NO SCHOOL for  
Kindergarten on Fri-
day, May 3rd! Our fu-
ture Kindergartners 
will be visiting us 
that day! 

Friday, April 5th 
from 5:30-8:00 pm 

Join us for a great time at WES!! 

https://app.peachjar.com/flyers/all/schools/78039
https://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/breakfast/2019-04-02
https://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/lunch/2019-04-02

