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Climate Survey 

Thank you again to everyone who took the survey.  Based on some of the comments, I wanted to com-

municate the following: 

 

The New Wing 

The new hallway with five classrooms that was added this past summer is being used for the following: 

 Three band classes 

 English Language class and  

 Small group tier support for various grade levels   

 

Beginning in 2019-20, 1st grade will move to the new wing and 3rd grade will move to the current 1st 

grade rooms. This change was not made this past summer because we didn't’ have occupancy of the 

building until August 6. Waiting for this larger change allowed 7 teachers to move over a summer rather 

than in a week.  

 

Standards-Based Grading 

It is vital that we have clear and consistent communication with parents across the district. Given that, 

this document was created to ensure parents understand how students’ grades are determined and re-

ported in our district. In 2013-2014, elementary schools in Andover implemented an updated standards-

based report card that is based on the Kansas College and Career Ready Standards.  

The purpose of the standards-based report card is to communicate progress toward mastery of stand-

ards. Parents and teachers were invited to participate in a survey in January 2014, to provide input as 

we worked to improve the report card. A committee of parents, teachers, and administrators from each 

school, analyzed all of the data from the surveys and made recommendations that are reflected in the 

report card used today. 
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What does it mean to have a standards-based reporting system? 

Standards-based grading reflects the student’s progress toward mastery of a specific standard 

at the time of reporting rather than an overall nine-week average. The student’s proficiency is 

reported separately from his or her effort on the report card.  This is important as you can better identify if 

your child understands the learning to be done or are they struggling with being responsible etc. 

 

How does this benefit students? 

Standards-based reporting shows parents and students the level of progress with specific skills and con-

cepts within the subject area. This approach provides parents and students with more detailed infor-

mation about specific areas of strength as well as those areas that may need further study and support. 

 

How does the report card measure my child’s progress? 

The report cards include numerous standards that students are expected to understand for each grade. 

In the old system, you had the subject listed with a letter grade.  With standards-based, you can actually 

see the detail within the subject area of what they are working towards mastering.  Teachers assess stu-

dents’ performance levels on these standards in multiple ways to include: teacher observation, student 

work, assignments, projects, assessments, etc. 

 

While this was a shift from the past system, the district is consistently looking at ways of improving sys-

tems of grading.  The school redesign process that is underway in the district is evaluating all practices 

including grading.  

Conversations About School 

When you think of parent involvement, do you picture moms and dads volunteering in classrooms? 
While that is one way to help, research shows that supporting your child’s education at home is even 
more important. Here are conversation starters that will help you stay involved. 
 
“Let’s see what you brought home.” 
Look at completed work to find out what your youngster is learning and how well they’re doing. You 
could comment on their math work or social studies project. (“You know a lot about our state’s histo-
ry!”) Also, respond to notes from their teacher, and sign their weekly folder or daily planner if re-
quired. 
 
“Show me what you have for homework.” 
It’s your child’s job to do their homework, but you play a role, too. Make sure they know what they’re 
supposed to do by having them explain the assignments to you. After they finish their homework, 
glance over the work to see that it’s complete. 
 
“Describe a book you enjoyed today.” 
This gives you an idea of what your youngster prefers to read. Then, build a daily reading habit by 
asking what they would like to read tonight. Encourage their reading and listening skills by reading 
aloud to them and letting them read to you.  Alternating pages is a great way to do this. 
 
“Tell me what you learned that you’d like to know more about.” 
This is my personal favorite!  Use their interests as jumping-off points for activities to share. If they 
like science, you might hunt for insects together. If they’re fascinated by how animals adapt to win-
ter, take them to the library to research the subject or to the zoo to see live animals.  



Counselor Corner 

“Momo Challenge” 

 

As many of you may have seen recently on the news, the “momo chal-
lenge” has come to the awareness of  many children who are Internet us-
ers. We encourage you to have conversations with your children regarding 
the importance of Internet safety as well as cyberbullying. If you have con-
cerns about your child or would like more information regarding cyberbully-
ing or Internet safety, please don’t hesitate to contact me or your child’s 
teacher. 

 

 

Guidance 

 

Our guidance topic for the month of March is individuality - celebrating 
what makes you unique! Some books we have read in guidance are 
“Chrysanthemum” by Kevin Henkes and “A Case of The Bad Stripes” by 
David Shannon. If you and your child would like to read more about 
uniqueness, check out these books: 
 

1. “Stand Tall Molly Lou Melon” by Patty Lovell 
 

2. “The Story of Ferdinand” by Munro Leaf 
 

3. “Elmer The Patchwork Elephant” by David McKee 
 

 

 

Important Dates 
 

 March 22nd - 6th grade enrollment information meeting (5th graders & 
AMS counselors) 

 
 April 1st - 6th grade enrollment forms due to Mrs. Adwell 

A note from our Counselor, Mrs. Adwell 



A note from the... 

Shauna Hanna, RN & Karen Padzensky, Health Clerk 

All hearing, vision, and dental screenings have been 

completed. We have sent home letters to the stu-

dents that need to be screened by a professional. 

You can contact the health office or check CareDox 

for your child’s results.   
April Platzer, Librarian 

This month we wrapped up our school-wide book study on Charlotte's Web.  I hope your child en-

joyed hearing this classic tale of friendship.  We wrapped up our One School One Book program 

this year with an assembly.  Twelve students in grades K-5 were chosen randomly to win a prize 

pack of three E.B White books and a super cute plush pig.  The classroom teachers will also get to 

keep their copy of Charlotte's Web in their classroom libraries.  Thank you Wheatland PTO for 

sponsoring this project!  



3/2—Butler County K-8 Art Show at the Coutt’s Art  
  Museum, 1-4 pm 

3/4—Site Council, 4-5 pm 

3/5—Mr. Beckman’s Class to STARBASE 

3/6—Mrs. Sander’s Class to STARBASE 

     —Andover Public Library Art Show Reception,   
         5:30-7 pm 

3/7—Mrs. Sprague’s Class to STARBASE 

     —4th Gr. Skype Around the World 

3/8—No School (Professional Learning Day) 

3/11-3/15—Spring Break 

3/19—Mr. Beckman’s Class to STARBASE 

3/20—Mrs. Sander’s Class to STARBASE 

3/21—Mrs. Sprague’s Class to STARBASE 

3/22—Kindergarten Fire Safety Puppet Show, 9 am  

3/26—Kindergarten Roundup, 6:30-7:30 pm in the  
   WES Gym 

3/29—Humane Society Visiting 1st Grade, 9 am 



We’re Saving     
Trees with  
Peachjar! 

Click Here to Go  
To our 

Peachjar! 

    Click Below for 

 Breakfast & Lunch  

Menus! 

Enjoy your Spring Break! 

March 11-15 

If you have a child who will 
be eligible for Kindergarten 
for the 2019-20 school year 
and you have not yet  

contacted the WES office, 
please send an email to 
Claire at nieldc@usd385.org. 
Thank you! 

https://app.peachjar.com/flyers/all/schools/78039
https://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/breakfast/2019-03-28
https://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/lunch/2019-03-28
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https://www.excensus-guidek12.net/andoverks/school_search/current/

