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Do NOT Start 

Students begin getting a sheet from their booklet, markers, erasers and other supplies out as the 
teacher pauses to announce again to the class, “Do NOT start until told to do so!”  Students are 
standing behind their chairs as the instructions from the teacher to gather some items are followed 
by more instructions on how they’ll be moving throughout the classroom to work cooperatively.  The 
teacher continues with a few more directions before telling the class to begin. The principal ob-
serves all of this from the back of the room. Why did some students start even when told to NOT 
start until told to do so?  Simple disrespect?  Power struggle?  Attention deficit? No breakfast that 
morning or other problems at home?  Perhaps it is just “kids these days” and them not being like 
they were 30 years ago.  Back in the day would this have happened?  I can’t believe the students 
were so disrespectful towards that teacher!  Maybe this problematic school just needs to be taken 
over by someone else that can have better control?  

 

Well, the students in this case were some Wheatland teachers!  Yes, the teachers.  It turns out they 
really were not being disrespectful or anything else that would show anything but complete rever-
ence for the teacher.  After all, they were teachers themselves.  During the professional learning 
day on January 2

nd
, faculty were working on some strategies for their classroom with a teacher 

trainer.  The trainer shared some verbal instructions and told faculty to not start until she told them 
to do so.  Keep in mind that there are several good reasons for having everyone start at the same 
time and it has nothing to do with being “in charge” and wielding the mighty wand of power.   

 

The trainer continued with more verbal instructions and followed that with another reminder to not 
start until told to do so because several adults had started.  I found that to be fascinating as I lis-
tened for the start of this part of the lesson.  Everyone knows that teaching teachers is the hardest 
of all jobs!  Well, maybe teaching principals is harder now that I think about it.  At any rate, I was 
fascinated with the question of why people who are the most dedicated of anyone to teaching did 
not follow the instructions of the teacher?   

 

Perhaps they are simply tired?  It is after all the first day back and vacation is enjoyable until you 
have to get back into the “normal” routine.  Everyone knows that.  What could the reason be?  I 
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Climate Survey 

Please note that the district will be sharing out soon information about completing the district climate 
survey.  If you can take the time to complete it for WES, I would sure appreciate it.  I review the 
feedback with my Building Leadership Team and the district administrative team does as well as we 
look to improve.  Please be looking for information from the district!  

know that the WES faculty are dedicated professionals who feel badly even when they are sick with 
the flu and cannot be at work.  They go out of their way to support their students.  Why would they 
ignore the basic instructions?  Obviously she wanted us to wait because she wanted to make sure 
we heard all of the important instructions.  I think the reason is simple.   

 

It is my belief that some started because they didn’t want to forget all of the verbal instructions that 
were being given and because they want to do what is asked of them.  They want to make sure they 
are following the teacher’s instructions and doing their very best.  Ironically, the behavior could be 
interpreted in the opposite way they would intend it to be regarded.  After so many verbal instruc-
tions, students (adults or children) can begin to become worried (subconsciously) about not remem-
bering all of the verbal instructions being given, which leads them to be compelled to begin before 
they are supposed to do so.  Keep in mind that we had an outstanding teacher trainer who had the 
verbal instructions posted (visual support) so that we could refer back to them,  but even with that, 
the urge to begin was a challenge in this moment. 

 

My challenge in 2019, if you’d like one, is to post visual supports when giving your child chores at 
home.  This is only if they are like mine and sometimes forget most of the list past the first chore to 
complete.   A visual list allows the learner to refer back after verbal instructions are given, which will 
hopefully help them resist the urge to begin while more are being given. I wish you well and happy 
parenting. 

Counselor Corner 

This month we will be working on self-control in guidance. 

Some of the things we will be working on are: learning how to 

respond instead of react, patience, following directions the first 

time, and time management. The "Girl Code" 5th grade girls 

small group will begin February 11th. Please return permission 

forms by Thursday, January 31st. If you would like another per-

mission form, please feel free to contact me 

at adwellk@usd385.org.   

A note from our Counselor, Mrs. Adwell 



April Platzer, Librarian 

Starting in January, students at Wheatland are partici-
pating in a school-wide book club called One School, 
One Book.  Thanks to a donation by the Wheatland 
PTO, each classroom and supporting staff will be read-
ing the award-winning E. B. White novel, Charlotte's 
Web.  Last year, students were introduced to every-
one's favorite classroom pet, Humphrey as we read to-
gether Betty Birney's World According to Humphrey.  
Many students have continued following Humphrey's 
adventures, checking out the other books in the se-
ries.  I am excited to introduce them to the unforgetta-
ble characters of Wilbur, Fern, Templeton, and of 
course Charlotte as we read this classic together.  We 
are building a community of readers here at Wheat-
land!    

January 11th! 

A note from. . .  

StuCo will be collecting donations online and coins/cash at 

school Jan 11-22 for Pennies for Patients (leukemia and lympho-

ma society). Information will be coming home with students on 

Friday the 11th. The class that collects the most money will en-

joy a catered lunch from Olive Garden.  

http://penniesforpatients.org/find-your-school


1/9—WES Spelling Bee, 9am 
1/10—StuCo Meeting, 3:45-4:30pm 
1/11-1/22—StuCo Pennies for Patients  
    Drive 
1/21—No School (Professional  
           Learning Day) 
1/25—4th Gr. Famous Kansas Wax  
   Museum, 10:45-11:30am & 
   1:00-1:45pm 
2/5—K/1st Gr. Concert, 6pm @AHS  
              Auditorium 
    4/5th Gr. Concert, 7pm @AHS  
              Auditorium 
2/6—Global School Play Day 

www.facebook.com/wheatlandwarriors/


We’re Saving     
Trees with  
Peachjar! 

Click Here to Go  
To our 

Peachjar! 

    Click Below for 

 Breakfast & Lunch  

Menus! 

Tuesday, February 5th 

K & 1st Grade Concert 
at 6pm in the AHS Auditorium 

4th & 5th Grade Concert 
at 7pm in the AHS Auditorium 

followed by 

https://app.peachjar.com/flyers/all/schools/78039
https://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/breakfast/2019-01-07
https://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/lunch/2019-01-07

