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From Mr. Armbrister

     As we wrap up the last month of school, it is my belief that this year was a

complete success. We stayed in-person all year long and at one point went

three months without having anyone needing to isolate at home. While there

was a significant amount of change, work and challenges along the way, we

were able to work together to make the very best of a unique year to say the

least. Thank you so much for your understanding, flexibility and grit! Students:

I’m speaking to you too! Words do not do enough to express how well you did

this year. I am very proud of you!

     As hard as it is to believe, WES even was able to receive a national award

during this school year. The Capturing Kid’s Hearts National Showcase Award

was given to WES this past month.  Capturing Kids’ Hearts is a systematic

program that emphasizes improvement in such areas as creating

accountability, self-managing classrooms, strengthening trust between

students and teachers, improving school culture and cultivating relational

capacity.  Receiving the award was a culmination of work over three years. To

receive it this year is extra special and goes to show you just how dedicated

the staff, students and parents are to ensuring that a pandemic wasn’t going

to stop the love of learning and the relationships that are in place that make

WES a very special place to be. National Showcase Schools are based on key

performance indicators, school data, a survey of staff and students,

implementation of Capturing Kids’ Hearts processes, and culture and climate

data from each school. BETTER TOGETHER!! GO WARRIORS!!

National Award

Continued on Page 2
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Redesign

     WES was set to begin the Kansas State Department of Education’s (KSDE) School Redesign

process last year. With the pandemic, that was put on hold. Next year we will once again

behind that process. After reading this information, you might be wonder if this means

Wheatland will stop everything we are doing and completely change everything. The answer is

no! It does mean that will systematically evaluate what we do, keep the things that work and

pilot new approaches that best meet student needs. I am excited to go through the process!

There will be days when teachers are involved in professional development and a substitute

teacher will be needed. Some teachers will be out more than others if they serve in leadership

roles. For continuity, we will link a teacher and class with the same substitute if at all possible.

More information will be shared as we move through the redesign process.

     Here is a little reminder about the background on what School Redesign involves and some

history on how this came about in Kansas. 

     In 2015, KSDE announced its new vision for education – Kansas leads the world in the

success of each student. Kansans told KSDE that schools need to place an equal amount of

focus on helping students develop nonacademic skills, such as social-emotional growth, as

they do on developing academic skills. In order for Kansas to achieve its vision of leading the

world in the success of each student, we were encouraged to think differently about how we’re

educating students. 

     In 2017, KSDE launched the Kansans Can School Redesign Project which is aimed at having

schools systematically evaluate what they are doing to see if changes can be made to better

support students to meet the new vision. While WES has made adjustments over the past

several years to incorporate social and emotional growth like the Capturing Kid’s Hearts

initiative, the community partnerships with our Parent Teacher Organization to support the

outdoor class or most recently a civic engagement project with a local girl scout troop to add

trash cans to our playground, we will still go through the systematic process because we

ultimately want to become better at all aspects of teacher and learning. 

     WES will be growing back to where we were before the pandemic. We will have several new staff

some of which are in-district transfers to WES while others are new hires. We will have additional art,

music and physical education staff hired to be shared between WES and Robert Martin Elementary and

are excited to have this additional support. Currently our numbers are set for 22 sections of classes with

every grade having 4 sections except 3rd and 4th. I will introduce you to new staff on our Facebook

page at a later date so be looking for those introductions!

2021-22 Staffing

Continued on Page 3
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Family Engagement Strategies

Service Learning Projects

Civic Engagement

Outdoor Learning

Exhibition Nights to Showcase Student Learning

Parent Education Events

Field Trips

Ask an Expert for Learning Opportunities

Genius Hour & 20% Projects

Student Voice and Choice

Student ownership (agency) of their learning process

Competency or mastery-based student progression

Flexible Learning Environments

Anytime, anywhere learning

     School Redesign is driven by Four Principles, and staff will start in the spring by learning

about each one, researching them and making decisions on whether changes need to be made

to current practice. In addition, staff will go through a process to rethink the overall vision at

Wheatland to help guide our learning and future focus. Here are some specifics about the

redesign principles.

Redesign Principles

Community Partnerships

     Community partnerships refers to how schools develop and sustain meaningful interactive
relationships with their varied communities (that is, parent, education, civic, and business

groups), so that all members understand and contribute to the work of supporting children.

Common Topics with Family, Community, and Business Partnerships include:

Personalized Learning

     Unlike individualized instruction, personalized learning involves the student in the creation
of learning activities and relies more heavily on a student’s personal interests and innate
curiosity. Instead of education being something that happens to the learner, it is something

that occurs as a result of what the student is doing, with the intent of creating engaged

students who have truly learned how to learn.

Common Topics with Personalized Learning Include: 

Continued on Page 4



Student Agency
Project (Challenge, Problem, Inquiry) Based Learning (PBL)
Experiential Learning (Learn by Doing)
Global Collaboration
Student Leadership through Service Learning
Field Trips for Authentic Research and Exploration
Publishing and/or Presenting for Authentic Audiences
Real-world problems

Individual Plans of Study
Social Emotional Learning
4 C’s - Creativity, Critical Thinking, Communication, Collaboration 
Leadership
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Civic Engagement 
Stress and Time Management
Work Ethic 
Purposeful Play and Innovative Thinking
Career Investigations 
Financial Literacy 

Real World Applications

     In education, the term authentic learning (also known as real world applications) refers to a
wide variety of educational and instructional techniques focused on connecting what
students are taught in school to real-world issues, problems, and applications. The basic idea
is that students are more likely to be interested in what they are learning, more motivated to
learn new concepts and skills, and better prepared to succeed in college, careers, and
adulthood if what they are learning mirrors real-life contexts, equips them with practical and
useful skills, and addresses topics that are relevant and applicable to their lives outside of
school. 

Common Topics with Real World Applications Include:

Student Success Skills
 
     Learning, practicing and modeling essential personal life habits that contribute to
academic, social-emotional and post-secondary success. It is about learning to be caring and
civil, make healthy decisions, problem solve effectively, value excellence, be respectful and
responsible, be good citizens, appreciate and value diversity, demonstrate empathy, and learn
to make ethical decisions.

Common Topics with Student Success Skills Include:
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C O U N S E L O R  C O R N E R
Mrs. Adwell
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Guidance resumes the week of May 10th. We will pick up our

digital citizenship lessons by discussing internet safety and

digital footprints. If you'd like to get more information about

digital citizenship and internet safety, check out

https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us/families

S t a t e  A s s e s s m e n t s

G u i d a n c e

We are wrapping up state assessments in May. Thank you

for supporting your child by sending notes. I know it meant

so much, and the kids did so well with your

encouragement! 

I m p o r t a n t  D a t e s

- 5th grade visits AMS on May 12th

- 5th grade math assessment May 4th-5th 

Thank you for supporting Wheatland's School Counseling Program! 

https://beinternetawesome.whttps/beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us/familiesithgoogle.com/en_us/families


Instead of the art show at the Andover

Public library this year, we've gone virtual!

Click the link below to view the slide show.

We are proud of our Warrior artists who

have their artwork featured in the art show!

Mavis L.

Ella G.

AJ S.

Genevieve C.

David P.

Alice P.

Will Y.

Jude R.

Angel H.

Nazanin A.

Caitlin D.

Addy W.

Allie S.

Greta H.

Sophia S.

River H.

Regina F.

Kendall S.
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTV7UuVBX0jLxLY2mpm78FlWbvK8sUFGDUdtFgdWAjDNIfiFYZao9qNGBQlH3DzoRjnfVibFiAi6kVd/embed?start=true&loop=false&delayms=3000
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Go to:

Enter Code:

Due by:

This fundraiser is organized by the Andover High School Booster Club. Email Melissa at

mthpsyd@gmail.com with any questions.

www.shopttkits.com
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Do you have a
Kindergartner or
New Student for

the 2021-2022
school year?

Email Claire at
pruettc@usd385.org

and include:

Student's Name
21-22 Grade
Birthdate
Home Address

*Not necessary if you have already entered your
Kindergartner on the Pre-Registration Form.

Please encourageyourfriends/neighborsto contact us ifthey have anincomingKindergartner ornew student!



All library books are due May 17, thank you for your

help in returning library materials!!

Be sure to check out the Wheatland StoryWalk. It will begin at the car rider

drop-off doors and continue around the school grounds. A great way to get

outside and enjoy the fresh air, while incorporating reading and movement!

Please make sure to enjoy the StoryWalk outside of pick-up and drop-off times

(8:15-8:45 am and 3:30-4:00 pm) to avoid congestion. Take photos and share with

us on Facebook at @WESAndoverlibrary!
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Thank you to all of our families who donated food to those in need

through our Food Drive! Be sure to check out the Andover Food Bank

Facebook page below if you'd ever like to donate. They keep their needs

list updated on their page. Thanks for giving!

Click here!

Mrs. PlatzerF R O M

https://www.facebook.com/AndoverFoodBank
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breakfast

lunch

Send an email to

ptoweeklywarrior@gmail.com

if you'd like to receive the

PTO newsletter!

EVERY FRIDAY IS...EVERY FRIDAY IS...

H E R E

V i e w  o u r

c a l e n d a r

V I E W  W E SV I E W  W E S
F L Y E R S  F L Y E R S  H E R EH E R E !!

Please call

or email

if your child will
be absent

https://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/breakfast/2021-05-30
https://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/lunch/2021-05-30
https://wheatland.usd385.org/page/page_calendar?calID=23846
https://app.peachjar.com/flyers/all/schools/78039
https://www.facebook.com/groups/106606769766634
https://www.facebook.com/wheatlandwarriorpe
https://www.facebook.com/Mrs-Loecks-Art-Room-896953850322313
https://www.facebook.com/WheatlandMusic
https://www.facebook.com/WESAndoverlibrary
https://www.facebook.com/Wheatlandwarriors

