
The ABCs of Mrs. Larson’s Class 
 

Arrival: Our school day begins at 8:45. The first bell, allowing students into the 

hallway, is at 8:40.  Dismissal is at 3:45.  

   

Birthdays:   Your child is welcome to bring a treat to share with the class.  Just let 

me know ahead of time if you plan to send something in.  We will celebrate birthdays at 

various times, depending on our schedule for the day. Summer birthdays can be 

celebrated at the end of the school year or on a half-birthday.  Please remember to avoid 

hurt feelings, party invitations cannot be passed out at school unless the entire class is 

invited.   
 

Book Orders: I will send Scholastic book orders throughout the year. This is a wonderful 

way to build your child’s home library and help our class at the same time.  Our class earns 

Bonus Points with each child’s order that I will use to buy more books and reading materials. 

Our online ordering code is: R4XK6 

 

Conferences:  Conferences are scheduled for October 17, 18, and February 26. You 

may also schedule a conference at any time during the school year if you have questions 

or concerns.   
 

The Common Core State Standards: provide a consistent, clear understanding of 

what students are expected to learn, so teachers and parents know what they need to do to 

help them. For information about the Common Core standards, visit this 

website:  http://www.corestandards.org/ 

 
 

Discipline Plan:    1st offense: Gentle reminder/redirect the behavior. 2nd 

offense: In-class time out.  3rd offense:  Student will visit buddy room to fill out a   

“think sheet.” A copy of the think sheet will be sent home. 4th offense: Office (principal or 

counselor) referral  

 

E-mail: larsonj@usd385.org  I will respond to your questions as quickly as possible, 

either during my plan time or after school. Instead of a weekly newsletter I send out a 

weekly email every Friday. Please be sure you are checking those for important notes, 

comments, or information about something coming up in our classroom.   
 

Everyday Math: We will be using the Common Core version of Everyday Math. Parent 

letters will be sent home at the beginning of each unit. You will find the parent letters in your 

child’s Friday Folder.  There are nine math units in second grade.  

THERE WILL NOT BE HOMEWORK IN 2nd GRADE. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/
mailto:larsonj@usd385.org


 

Gym: Gym (PE) is a part of our AMP rotation. Because this is a rotation, gym will 

not always land on the same day of the week. Students who are not in tennis 

shoes on gym days do not get to participate. Please refer to the AMP rotation on 

your child’s class calendar in their Friday Folder.   

 

Homework: We will NOT be having homework in 2nd grade; however, it is an expectation 

that your 2nd grader is reading at least 20 minutes per night.  

 

 

Journeys: Andover uses the 2017 version of Journeys for our ELA (Reading) 

program. We spend five days on each story in our Journeys book.  We test on day five 

which will most likely land on every Friday of the month.  There will not be spelling lists 

sent home but you will find a Journeys week at a glance for each week’s story. This can be 

found in your child’s Friday Folder.   

 

Lunch:  We eat lunch from 11:35-12:05.  The lunch menu can be found here (which 

is also linked to my classroom website): https://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/  
 

 

Parties:  Parties will be planned for Fall (Oct) and Spring (Feb).  These parties will 

be planned by our Room Parent(s).  There will also be a Winter Party, which is usually 

planned by the teacher.  
 

Questions or concerns? Please feel free to contact me at any time.  I check 

my email every morning and throughout the day.  I will be able to return any phone 

calls before/after school or during plan time.     

E-mail:  larsonj@usd385.org  

 

Read!! Children are expected to read at least 15-20 minutes each night. They can 

do this with an adult or by themselves.  Reading is the most important skill your 

child will need to be successful! I will send Book-it reading calendars for the months 

October-March. Book-it, of course, is optional; however, it’s a great motivational tool to use 

at home!  
 

Recess: We will have recess twice a day. Students will go outside every day, weather 

permitting. District policy is limited recess with the wind chill is 21-35 degrees and no 

outside activity when the wind chill is less than 20 degrees.  Please make sure that children 

have the appropriate clothing especially in the winter. 

 

https://usd385.nutrislice.com/menu/wheatland-elementary/
mailto:larsonj@usd385.org


Seesaw: We will be using Seesaw as a digital portfolio to document the learning 

activities and projects that we complete this year. Please download the Seesaw 

Family app, and I will send more information about this at the beginning of the year 

that will allow you to be linked to your child’s digital portfolio.  
 

 

Snacks: You are welcome to send a small, healthy snack to school with your 2nd grader each 

day. If you do not send a snack, there will NOT be one provided. Please send individual snacks 

each day, versus sending a large box of something to last your child a week. We do not have 

the storage for that many snacks.  

 

Volunteers: Please be watching your email throughout the year for parent volunteer 

opportunities.  

 

 

Websites: Our classroom website: 

District: http://www.usd385.org/. 

Wheatland: http://wheatland.usd385.org/  

 
 

Water Bottles: Hydration is important, especially when we are trying to learn! Water 

bottles are allowed in the room and will be kept back by the sink.   

             

You: You are your child’s first teacher and you play an extremely important role 

in your child’s education. You also know your child best. I hope you will feel 

comfortable enough to share any important information with me throughout the 

year so your child can have great success.  

 

Make sure your child gets plenty of zzzzz’s each night as we have exciting days 

planned for this year. 

-Mrs. Larson j  
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