
Dear Parents and Students, 

Once again, Catoosa Public Schools is continuing its Summer Reading Program for all students 
entering grades 9-12.  In an effort to improve literacy, all students entering a high school English 
class will be required to read ONE novel over the summer.  Students entering a Pre-AP or AP 
class will be required to read TWO novels. All titles are available at the Catoosa High School 
Library, and will be given out on a first come, first served basis.  Novels can also be purchased or 
found at public libraries. 

In addition to required reading, students will be expected to complete a project that reflects 
knowledge of their chosen novel.  Project requirements, as well as our standard grading rubric 
are attached.  All projects will be evaluated and recorded in the first nine-weeks. Projects are due 
the second Tuesday of the school year.  

Summer reading should be enjoyable.  The novels we have chosen offer a variety of genres, 
topics, and interests.  Please research the novels to determine the one that is best suited for your 
child.  We ask that parents sign the permission slip and students return them before obtaining a 
novel.   

Your encouragement and support for continued reading throughout the summer will assist in our 
effort to improve literacy at all grade levels. 

Sincerely, 

Catoosa High School Language Arts Department 

—————————————————————————————————————— 
Please fill out permission slips. Students must return these to their current English teacher, or the 
librarian by Thursday, May 11th. 

My child, ____________________________________, has selected ______________________ 
  print student name      novel title(s) 
______________________________________ as their summer reading novel.  I have evaluated  

the novel, and approve of this selection. 

_____________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature  Date  Student Signature   Date 



Freshmen 
All students who will be freshmen must choose one of the following novels: 
  
 Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi 
 Chime by Franny Billingsley 
 The Giver by Lois Lowry 
 Big Mouth and Ugly Girl by Joyce Carol Oates 
 Define “Normal” by Julie Anne Peters 
 Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay 
 What My Mother Doesn’t Know by Sonya Sones 
 The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

Pre-AP Freshmen 
Those students who are enrolled, or plan to enroll in a Pre-AP English class must read a second novel 
from the following list: 
  
 A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen 
 A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare 
 Cry, The Beloved Country by Alan Paton 
 Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton 
 Frankenstein by Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley 
 Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
 A Separate Peace by John Knowles 
 Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 

Sophomores 
All students who will be sophomores must choose one of the following novels: 
  
 Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 
 Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card 
 Tears of a Tiger by Sharon M. Draper 
 The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon 
 Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 
 The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 
 The Scar Boys by Len Vlahos 
  
Pre-AP Sophomores 
Those students who are enrolled, or plan to enroll in a Pre-AP English class must read a second novel 
from the following list: 
  
 A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry 
 Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 
 Beloved by Toni Morrison 
 Brave New World by Aldous Huxley 
 Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare 
 Much Ado About Nothing by William Shakespeare 
 The Iliad by Homer 
 Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë 



Juniors 
All students who will be juniors must choose one of the following novels: 

 The Runaway Jury by John Grisham  
 Sunrise over Fallujah by Walter Dean Myers 
 The Berlin Boxing Club by Robert Sharenow 
 It’s Kind of a Funny Story by Ned Vizzini 
 The Age of Miracles by Karen Thompson Walker 
 This Boy’s Life by Tobias Wolff 
 The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
 Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolf Anaya 

AP English III 
Those students who are enrolled, or plan to enroll in an AP English class must read a second novel 
from the following list: 

 Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller 
 Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad 
 Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë 
 Moby Dick by Herman Melville 
 Othello by William Shakespeare 
 The Aenid by Virgil 
 The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 
 The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne  
 Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 

Seniors 
All students who will be seniors must choose one of the following novels: 

 The Client by John Grisham 
 Life of Pi by Yann Martel 
 The Road by Cormac McCarthy 
 The Things they Carried by Tim O’Brien 
 Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance by Robert M. Pirsig 
 The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold 
 Room by Emma Donoghue 

AP English IV 
Those students who are enrolled, or plan to enroll in an AP English class must read a second novel 
from the following list: 

 Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky 
 A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 
 A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce 
 Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead by Tom Stoppard 
 The Jungle by Upton Sinclair 
 The Mayor of Casterbridge by Thomas Hardy 
 The Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare  
 King Lear by William Shakespeare 
 Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys 



Summer Reading Project 
THESE PROJECTS ARE DESIGNED TO SHOW THAT YOU HAVE GAINED A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF 
THE NOVEL (ITS CHARACTERS, PLOTS, & THEMES) WITHOUT NECESSARILY WRITING A BOOK REPORT 
OR TAKING A TEST.YOUR ASSIGNMENT IS TO COMPLETE A COMBINATION OF THE FOLLOWING 
PROJECTS (YOUR CHOICE) THAT WILL TOTAL 100 POINTS. AP AND PRE-AP STUDENT PROJECTS 
MUST TOTAL 150 POINTS, AND MUST SHOW UNDERSTANDING OF BOTH NOVELS READ. THE POINT 
VALUES ARE LISTED. 

100 Point Assignments—these demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the entire 
novel. 

  Create a word and/or picture collage representing the entire novel (main 
characters, major events, turning point, etc.).  This must be done on a large sheet 
of drawing paper or poster board (8.5” x 11” paper is too small).  This must be 
accompanied by a one page written explanation of why you selected the certain 
words and/or pictures.  This must be neat and aesthetically pleasing. 

  Create a newspaper about the entire novel that includes editorials, classified 
ads, obituaries, news items, sports articles, cartoons, etc. 

  Create a board game in which the game pieces represent the characters and 
the board shows the plot sequence/main events of the entire novel.  This must 
include rules and be “playable”.  You might want to consider games like Life, 
Monopoly, Clue, or Taboo. 

  Re-write the entire novel in comic book form (At least 12 pages).  You should 
remain true to any physical or setting descriptions.  

Do several pieces of art about the novel (3 or more).  Be sure to include the 
major themes and characters.  These should be accompanied by written pieces 
explaining them. 

50 Point Assignments 

  Use the alphabet (you may skip 2 letters) and for each letter write a word 
(noun, verb, adverb, or adjective) that is relevant to the book.  Write at least one 
sentence that tells why this word is significant. 

  Select (from an outside source) or write 10 poems/songs that you feel say 
something about the theme, mood, characters and setting of the novel.  Explain 
why you selected or wrote each poem/song. 



  Write a new ending for the story, a new adventure for the main character, or 
the beginning of a sequel.  The tone and format should be the same as the original 
novel.  If you get rid of old characters, then tell what happened to them; if you 
invent new characters, then describe them.  This should be at least one chapter 
long. 

  If the novel you read was made into a movie, then watch the movie.  Write a 
two page essay comparing and contrasting the book and the movie.  Why do you 
think they are different?  Which one did you like best? 

25 Point Assignments—these demonstrate a thorough knowledge of certain events 
or characters from the novel. 

   Make a diorama in which you show the scene that you feel is the most 
significant in the story.  This must be accompanied by one written page explaining 
why you selected this scene. 

  Select a character from the book.  Then select 10 quotations from the text that 
you feel reveals the character’s personality.  You must explain what each 
quotation/sentence tells you about the character.  You must also tell which page 
the quotation/sentence came from. 

  Select (from an outside source) or write five poems/songs that you feel one of 
the characters from your novel would either like to read or that relate to her/his 
life.  Explain why you selected or wrote each poem/song. 

  Story Bag:  Put together a bag that contains at least 10 items that would be 
useful to or significant to a character in your novel.  Include a description of each 
item and its relevance to the story. 

  Create a trifold brochure or pamphlet with drawings, pictures, and text that 
advertise or promote something in the novel.  

  Make a “wanted” poster for one of the main characters.  Give a physical 
description & picture, what s/he has done, what the reward is, and who to 
contact.  Also indicate whether s/he is wanted dead or alive. 

  Write a book review for the novel.  Briefly outline the main characters, setting, 
plot, and theme.  Also tell whether or not you would recommend this novel to 
someone your own age and specify who might enjoy it. 

  Compare and contrast two of the main characters from the book.  You may use 
a Venn diagram for this, but you must explain what makes the characters different 
from one another and how they are similar. 



  List 15 interesting words from your novel.  Tell why each word is interesting or 
significant. 

  Draw a map of where the story takes place.  Label all of the places that were 
important in the story.  Write one page about how the places were used in the 
novel. 

  Write an obituary or a eulogy for one character in the novel.  Give all the 
pertinent information-- birthplace, schooling, accomplishments, career, etc.  How 
do you think that person would want to be remembered? 

Compare your novel with several (3 or more) TV shows that are similar.  
Describe the ways in which they are similar & the ways in which they are different. 

If the story takes place in an actual city/town, research the setting.  Where is 
located?  Climate?  Population?  Main language & religion?  Provide a map of the 
place & surrounding areas.  How many miles is it from your home?  Include a map 
showing how you’d travel to get there from where you live.  Tell what mode of 
transportation you’d use to get there. 



Standard Rubric for All Summer Reading Projects 

Rating Description of proficiency Grading Scale

5 Insight, understanding, creativity, and effort are obvious.  
Student has performed above the expected complexity level 
independently, and has included the necessary content.

90-100%

4 Insight, understanding, creativity, and effort are noticeable. 
Student has performed at the expected complexity level, and 
has included the necessary and appropriate content.

80-89%

3 Insight, understanding, creativity, and effort are barely 
noticeable. Student has performed at a complexity level 
below what is expected, but has performed at a foundational 
level independently and has included the necessary and 
appropriate content.

70-79%

2 Insight, understanding, creativity, and effort are not obvious. 
Student has only performed foundational skills with help, 
and has included the necessary and appropriate content.

60-69%

1 Insight, understanding, creativity, and effort are not present. 
Insufficient evidence has been collected to evaluate student 
performance.

59% and below


