
9th  Grade Pre AP Summer Reading 
Project 

Instructors 

Boss Richards          email:  brichards@catoosa.k12.ok.us 

Melissa Carrell         email:  mcarrell@catoosa.k12.ok.us 

9th Grade Pre-AP students will be required to read a book based on those selections that are 
commonly found on the AP exams and those which are recommended by College Board.  9th 
Grade Pre-AP will have one required reading and a choice from a list of novels that are found on 
the AP list as well as the AP exam.  This means that Pre-AP students will be required to read 
TWO books for this project. 

There is a limited number of copies of both the required reading as well as the students choice 
book.  There will not be an opportunity to get these books from the school library this summer.  
If the student misses out on the check out times then they will need to obtain the book from the 
local library or purchase the book. 

Required Reading 

1.  Animal Farm by George Orwell.  Animal Farm is an allegorical and dystopian novella by 
George Orwell, first published in England on 17 August 1945. According to Orwell, the book 
reflects events leading up to the Russian Revolution of 1917 and then on into the Stalinist era of 
the Soviet Union. 
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Students Choice 

2.  Students will pick from ONE of the following books.  It is also important to understand that   
since these are AP text that you are choosing from if you need to switch books for any reason it 
is OKAY. 

Task 

This project will have TWO tasks.  ONE creative project for Animal Farm and a Dialectical 
Journal for the student choice book. 

Task #1  Book Mobile 

Students will construct a creative and dynamic book mobile based on Animal Farm that will 
consist of several components. 

Materials Needed 

Cloths Hanger String, Yarn, Or twine

Colored Pencils Crayons

Markers Construction Paper

Large Index cards Tape or Glue

Popsicle sticks or straws (Optional)

Beloved by Tonie Morrison Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolf Anaya

Crime and Punishment by Fyodor 
Dostoyevsky

Cry, The Beloved Country by Alan Paton

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

Heart of Darkness  by Joseph Conrad Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

The Color Purple by Alice Walker The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck

The Mayor of Casterbridege by Thomas 
Hardy

The Merchant of Venice by William Shakespear

Things Fall Apart by China Achebe Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead by 
Tom Stoppard

A Doll’s House by Henrik Isben



Components for Task #1 

1.  Facebook About Section:  Using an index card create a Facebook About section of the 
protagonist in Animal Farm.  Be sure to include the following:  Work & Education, Places 
You’ve Lived, Contact and Basic info, Family and Relationships, Details About You, Life 
Events.  More than one card can be used if need be and you must have all the above 
requirements to receive credit for this component. 

2. Setting Map:  Using an index card create a visual map of the setting of the novel 
3. Twitter Update:  Using an index card create a 140 character tweet from a character in the 

novel that reveals their view of a particular event that occurs in the novel.  The card should 
be decorated as if it is a twitter feed. 

4. Character Tatoo:  Using an index card create a Tattoo that any character in the novel would 
have gotten.  On the back of the index card explain in detail what the symbolism behind the 
tattoo and the reason this character would have gotten it. 

5. Plot Diagram:  Using an index card create a complete plot diagram that includes the 
following:  Exposition, Conflict, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Resolution.  On the 
back of the card you should give a one sentence example of each component of the plot 
diagram.  You will need to complete both sides to receive credit for this card. 

6. Memorable Quote:  Using an Index card create a card using a memorable quote from the 
novel in a creative manner.  On the back of the card explain in detail what the quote means to 
you and how it fits into the theme of the novel. 

7. Problem:  Using an index card give a detailed explanation of the problem the protagonist 
experiences in the novel.  The problem should be explained in at least 6 sentences to receive 
credit.  Multiple cards can be used if you need to. 

8. Solution:  Using an index card give a detailed explanation of the solution to the problem 
stated in component 7.  The solution should be explained in at least 6 sentences to receive 
credit.  Multiple cards can be used if you need to. 

9. Theme:  Using an index card state the theme of the novel in a complete sentence.  On the 
back of the card explain how the author conveys this theme through out the novel.  You 
should explain the theme in detail in at least 6 sentences.  Multiple cards can be used. 

10. The Hanger:  The hanger of the mobile should be decorated with the MLA citation for novel 
and heading block.  It should also be decorated to reflect the theme of the novel on the back. 

Assemble the cards in any order by attaching them with string, yarn, or twine to the hanger.  You can make 
them vertical or use straws or popsicle sticks to make it look more like a mobile.  Creativity is key so have fun 
putting this together! 



TASK #2-Students Choice Novel 

Students will create a dialectical journal from a selection of AP texts 
they choose.  The correct MLA citation should be included at the top of 
the page  Students will create two columns either hand written or typed 
in the following format: 

Dialectical Journal Guidelines for Students Choice 
  
There is to be NO collaboration with other students. Not all students will find the same quotations 
interesting/important—if too many students have the same quotations, it will be considered 
cheating.  Your final journals will be submitted to turnitin.com.  If you plagiarize, you will receive a 
0% for this assignment. 

1. In the TEXT column cite passages verbatim from the novel, including quotation marks   and 
page numbers  
 a. Choose ONE passage from each Chapter 
 b. When should you write passages down?  
  i.  Details that seem important to you 
  ii. You have an epiphany 
  iii. You learn something significant about a character 
  iv. You recognize a pattern (overlapping images, repetitions of idea, details,   
  etc.) 
  v. You agree or disagree with something a character says or does   
 vi. You find an interesting or potentially significant quotation 
  vii. You notice something important or relevant about the writer’s style 
  viii. You notice effective use of literary devices 

Text Response

Example: “I am about to proceed on a long and difficult 
voyage, the emergencies of which will demand all my 
fortitude: I am required not only to raise the spirits of 
others, but sometimes to sustain my own, when theirs 
are failing” (Shelley 2).

Example: In a letter to his sister, R. Walton is 
expressing a personal dilemma he is going through.  He 
is obviously in charge of a number of people, and is 
having trouble keeping his own spirits up.  He is 
troubled by the fact that he has to positively influence 
others on top of trying to manage his feelings.  Will he 
make it through this difficult time? (65 words)

http://turnitin.com


2. In the RESPONSE column reflect upon the passages 
 a. Raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text  
 b. Give your personal reactions to the passage, the characters, the situation  
 c. Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character  
 d. T ell what it reminds you of from your own experiences  
 e. Compare the text to other characters or novels  
 f. Write about what it makes you think or feel  
 g. Argue with or speak to the characters or author  
 h. Make connections to any themes that are revealed to you  
 i. Make connections among passages or sections of the work  
 j. Make predictions about characters’ futures  
 k. DO NOT MEREL Y SUMMARIZE THE PLOT  
3. Each RESPONSE must be at least 60 words (include word count at the end of each response)  
4. Write down your thoughts, questions, insights, and ideas while you read or immediately after reading a 
selection so the information is fresh  
5. As you take notes, you should regularly reread the previous pages of notes and comments  
6. First person is acceptable in the RESPONSE column.  
7. Remember that quotations do not have to be dialogue! 
8. If the parenthetical citation is not present for the text selection. You will not receive credit for the entry. 



Grading Dialectical Journal 60 points total 
 
A = Meaningful passages, plot, and quotation selections. Thoughtful interpretation and 
commentary about the text; avoids clichés. Includes comments about literary devices such as 
theme, narrative voice (POV), imagery, conflict, etc. and how each contributes to the meaning of 
the text. Makes insightful personal connections and asks thought-provoking questions. Coverage 
of text is complete and thorough. Journal is neat, organized and professional-looking; student has 
followed directions in creation of journal. 
B = Less detailed, but good plot and quote selections. Some intelligent commentary; addresses 
some thematic connections. Includes some literary devices, but less on how they contribute to the 
meaning. Some personal connections; asks pertinent questions. Adequately addresses all parts of 
reading assignment. Journal is neat and readable; student has followed directions in the 
organization of journal. 
C = Few good details from the text. Most of the commentary is vague, unsupported, or plot 
summary / paraphrase. Some listing of literary elements; virtually no discussion of meaning. 
Limited personal connection; asks few, or obvious questions. Addresses most of the reading 
assignment, but is not very long or thorough. Journal is relatively neat, but may be difficult to 
read. Student has not followed all directions for organization; loose-leaf; no columns; no pages 
numbers; etc. 
D = Hardly any good details from the text. All notes are plot summary or paraphrase. Few 
literary elements, virtually no discussion on meaning. Limited personal connections, no good 
questions. Limited coverage of the text; way too short. Did not follow directions in organizing 
journal; difficult to follow or read. No pages numbers. 
F = Did not complete or plagiarized 

 1. Points will be deducted on the TEXT side for failure to provide a citation or the title of 
the selection that was used 

 2. Points will be deducted on the RESPONSE side for superficial and / or incomplete  
 responses. 

A = 60 points 

B = 50 points 

C = 45 points 

D =  40 points 



F = 30 points  

Student Resources 
 If you have question pertaining to the project you can reach either of the 9th Grade Pre-AP 
instructors via email as we will not be in our classrooms over the summer to receive voicemails.  
If you email us please be patient for a reply. 

Boss Richards  email: brichards@catoosa.k12.ok.us 

Melissa Carrell email: mcarrell@catoosa.k12.ok.us 

MLA Citation Information 

 Many of the teachers in our department utilize the O.W.L. at Perdue website as an online 
resource students to use ensuring there is no plagiarism in their work. 

Web address: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

Examples of in text citations: 

MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last 
name and the page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the 
text, and a complete reference should appear on your Works Cited page. The author's name may 
appear either in the sentence itself or in parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase, but 
the page number(s) should always appear in the parentheses, not in the text of your sentence. For 
example: 
  
Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of powerful 
feelings" (263).  

Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful 
feelings" (Wordsworth 263). 

Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263). 

Examples of Work Cited entries: 

Basic BOOK  Format 
The author’s name or a book with a single author's name appears in last name, first name format. 
The basic form for a book citation is: 
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Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium 
of Publication. 


