
Panther Tales
September 1st, 2022

From the Principal
Dear Prairie Creek Families.
It is with pleasure that we welcome you back to Prairie Creek
Elementary for the 2022-2023 school year.
Prairie Creek has a reputation of high family engagement, high
academic and behavior standards, and creative ways to teach and
learn. Over the past two week’s I have seen each of these
personally.
 
As we work together during the year, I encourage you to let me know how you and your
child/children are experiencing school. Through open communication, teamwork, and a
dedication to continuous improvement, we promise this to be a rewarding and enjoyable
school year for the children. Please feel free to contact me at springes@usd385.org as you
have questions and good news to share. 
 
As the new principal, it is a privilege to be joining this amazing community. 
 
Facility Update: We are grateful to be back in the building to start the school year Over the
next several weeks’ you will see workers �nishing up projects on the roof and around the
school, such as installing new light poles and planting some new trees. Inside the school we
have some classroom cabinets and gym soundboards to install. There is still quite a bit of
ordering of materials to do, but we are making progress each week.
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Site Council Opportunity: The Site Council is a group of Prairie Creek staff, parents, and
community members who come together four times a year to work with the principal to
review, develop, and evaluate school improvement. Our �rst meeting is scheduled for October
13, at 6:00 p.m. Please contact the school o�ce at 218-4830 if you are interested in joining
our team.

MUSIC NEWS FROM MRS.
ROUTH
I am looking forward to a great year of music with your student.
 
Please mark your calendars for the following 2 program dates
and come support our awesome singers!
 

3rd-5th grade program titled, "Together We Rise" (with the
�rst performance of our new school song) on Tuesday October 11th at 7:00 pm, at
Andover Central HS.

 
K-2nd grade program titled, "The Big Chill", on Thursday, February 2 at 7:00pm, at Andover
Central HS.

 
Hope to see you there!

Counselor's Corner
Welcome back!
I would like to introduce myself. I am Ms. Hunt, the new school
counselor at Prairie Creek Elementary.
My email is huntt@usd385.org and phone ext. Is 316-218-4830
ext. 56108.
I am excited to be here and get to know everyone.
I have started lessons in the classrooms and we have a new
curriculum starting later this fall. I will share more details
soon.
 
If you, or someone you know, is having �nancial di�culties and
could use some assistance with food, The Andover
Community Food bank is a good resource.
Check out The Andover Community Food Bank, or call (316)
390-6815 if you have any questions for them. It is open
Tuesday: 10 am-1 pm, Wednesday: 3 pm - 6- pm. 1429 N.
Andover Rd. Andover, KS 67002.
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From the Art Room
We have had a great start to the school year in the Art Room! I
can’t wait to see all of the masterpieces Prairie Creek students
will create.
 
The Art Room has a couple of needs. First, please save your sour
cream and cottage cheese lids and containers.
Also, if you buy the buckets of ice cream, please save these lids and containers. I use these
items as “tracers” and storage containers for items like paintbrushes. Please send them in
clean and ready to use.
 
Other items the art room can use include buttons, sequins, and beads.
 
I appreciate your consideration and generosity with these items!
With Thanks,
Mrs. Clark

From the Library:
WELCOME TO A NEW SCHOOL YEAR!
 
I was so excited to see all the students back in OUR building!
 
 
A lot of people are asking how to help the library or if we will
accept donations.
We will accept donations, however, many times the books are
duplicates of what we have or something we cannot use.
I am attaching a link to a book company called Bound to Stay
Bound which has a wish list of books that we would like and
do not have in our library. If you would like to purchase a book
for donation, this would be the perfect place! If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me!
Support Our Library 
Any donations from this site would be greatly appreciated! I
will be adding different books throughout the year so there will
be more choices! Keep checking back!
 
General Information:
How many books can students check out at one time?
Early Childhood, Preschool and Kindergarten: 1 book
1st through 5th: 3 books
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PTO Update
We were so excited to see so many of our families at the
Welcome Back Night, we hope you all had a chance to swing by
our booth and enjoy an ice cream sandwich. It feels like it’s been
forever since our hallways have been �lled with families. It truly
was a great night!
 
All are welcome to join us September 8 at 6:30 in the Library! Our meetings are a great way to
learn about what is happening at Prairie Creek and the ways to get involved for those who are
interested. Your attendance does not commit you to anything; we want to help our families be
informed.
Meeting Agenda Highlights:

How the money raised and donated to the Tornado Teacher Grant Fund will be allocated.
Volunteer Opportunities: Picture Day (Sep 29), Help Mrs. Routh with 3rd - 5th grade music
program (October 11 at 7:00pm).
Finances: Approve budget for this year, and �nalize things from last year that didn’t get
tied up due to the tornado canceling our last meeting.
Upcoming Events

 
Find your way to contribute to the upcoming events at Prairie Creek. View the list of Volunteer
Opportunities here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f49aeaa2da2f94-202223
 
One of the easiest ways to support PTO can happen in just a few clicks!
Designate Prairie Creek Elementary PTO as your Amazon Smile Charity and on your Dillons
Reward Card as the community partner. A portion of your purchases spent at these places will
be directly donated back to PTO once you make PCE PTO as your selection. Click here for
more info:
https://www.dillons.com/hc/help/faqs/community-rewards/general
https://smile.amazon.com/charity?orig=%2Fcharity%2Fselect
 
If you have any questions or comments we would love to hear them, our email is
prairiecreekelementarypto@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing you all and eagerly
anticipate a fantastic 2022-2023 school year!
 
Your PTO Board: Jennifer Eimers, Lindsay Triplett, Ashley Corkill, Kaitlyn Archibald, Miranda
Vancilll, Melissa Rackley

Here is the link for this year’s schedule! This may change, but
your child’s teacher will let you know if anything changes.
 
https://prairiecreek.usd385.org/454345_3 

Student Council
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Fall picture day is Thursday,
September 29th
We're excited be using Iseman Photography this year.
Students will bring home a �ier a couple of weeks before picture
day with all the information needed, including their individual
access code to both view and pay for the pictures.
Everything will be done online this year.
Please make special note to look for and hold onto the �ier when it comes home.

If your child is in 3rd, 4th, or 5th grade and interested in serving on Student Council this year,
please see the attached information.
Forms were sent home with students who expressed interest, if your child is still in need of
one, have them contact Mrs. Hicks, or Mrs. Salmans.
Forms are due back Sept 7th. 
 

Dismissal
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A reminder that you need to send a note to your child’s teacher, or you can call the o�ce, if
their after school routine is different in any way. This communication with your child’s teacher
is of the utmost importance. Without noti�cation, your child will be dismissed in the same
manner as indicated by the parent at the start of the year.

Reminders
* If your student will not be at school:

Please notify our o�ce so we can excuse your child's absence.
If your student has a pre-planned absence and will be out for more than three consecutive
days please let the o�ce or teacher know so an Extended Absence form can be
completed.

* If your student is late or returning from an appointment:
Please call our o�ce at (316)218-4830 to let us know your student will be late and if a
school lunch is needed.
O�ce staff will check students in. Parents do not need to accompany their student,
unless other information needs to be shared.

* If you are checking your student out for an appointment or for the day:
Please call our o�ce at (316)218-4830 to let us know your student is leaving. We ask if
you are picking your child up for the day, you do so before 3:15.
O�ce staff will sign out your student electronically for you.
You may wait in your vehicle outside, at the curb, and we will send your student out upon
your arrival.

Car Pick Up and Drop Off Procedures
Everyone has done a fabulous job of cooperating and working together to help support
dismissal of our students. Please remember to stay in your car in the line. Your child MUST
enter from the curb side. Both of these are extremely important components to keeping
everyone safe.
Please remember that doors don't open until 8:35, so children need to remain in their vehicles
with you until that time.
 
Also, please do not drop a child off in front of the school, that is reserved for busses only.

Sept 2nd and 5th- No School
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2022-23 District Calendar

Lunch Schedule
Kindergarten 11:00 - 11:30

1st Grade 11:15 - 11:45
2nd Grade 11:50 - 12:20
3rd Grade 12:25 - 12:55
4th Grade 12:10 - 12:40
5th Grade 11:35 - 12:05

Music Program
Dates

3rd, 4th & 5th - October
11th at ACHS Auditorium
K-2nd- February 2nd at
ACHS Auditorium

School Spirit
Wear your Prairie Creek Panther
gear every Friday!

Sept 8 - PTO Meeting
Sept 9- Back to school night at Wind Surge Game
Sept 26 - No School 
Sept 29 - Fall Individual Picture Day
Oct 1- Greater Andover Days Parade
Oct 11-Music program 3rd-5th grade
Oct 12 - End of 1st Quarter
Oct 13 - No School
Oct 13 - Parent Teacher Conferences
Oct 14 - No School
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