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A note from Mrs. Jonas...
DROP OFF REMINDERS: As the weather turns cooler we will have more students dropped off in the morning. Please remember to follow
these procedures to ensure the safety of our students and assist in keeping the line moving smoothly and quickly.








If you park in the parking lot, you must walk your child over to the sidewalk.
Please drop your child off anywhere along the sidewalk. You do not have to wait until you are directly in front of the main
doors.
Be patient, as students are getting out of their vehicles.
Once your child is dropped off, please exit the line as soon as possible.
Please wait your turn in line and do not cut in the car rider line.
Pull up as far as possible, in order to keep the line progressing.

School-Wide Title Program
Prairie Creek Elementary is a designated School-wide Title I and receives federal funding to support reading and math services.
What is the purpose of a School-wide Program?
A school-wide program is a comprehensive reform strategy designed to upgrade the entire educational program in a Title I school; its
primary goal is to ensure that all students, particularly those who are low-achieving, demonstrate proficient and advanced levels of
achievement on State academic achievement standards.
What are the essential components of a School-wide Program?
1. A comprehensive needs assessment
2. School-wide reform strategies
3. Instruction by highly qualified staff
4. High-quality, on-going professional development
5. Strategies to hire and retain high quality teachers
6. Strategies to increase parent involvement
7. Transition plans for preschool children to enter local elementary schools
8. Opportunities for teacher decision-making using formative and summative data points
9. Activities designed to provide effective, timely and measurable assistance to those students at risk of failure
10. Coordination and integration of Federal, State and local services and programs
Teacher Information:
The No Child Left Behind law requires that parents are informed annually about the information they may request from schools that
receive Title I funding. Prairie Creek Elementary School is a designated Title I School as it receives federal funding to support reading
services. As a Title I service school, Prairie Creek is required to make Adequate Yearly Programs (AYP) in order to be funded by this federal program. This rating is based upon the results of the State Reading and Mathematics Assessments each year. Prairie Creek has
exceeded the required score to achieve AYP each year thus far.
In accordance with federal guidelines, we are pleased to report to parents that all of the teachers in our building have met all the state
qualifications and certification criteria for the grade levels and subjects taught. We do have one Certified Teacher, Mrs. Michler, who is
teaching Special Education Resource, while she is completing her Masters in Special Education degree. Under these guidelines, parents
may request information on the professional qualifications of their child’s teacher. Information may include certification and state qualifications, the teacher’s degree major and other degrees held, and whether this child is provided services by an aide, and if so, their qualifications. Please feel free to contact the school or district office if you have any questions or would like to request information.

PRAIRIE CREEK
FALL FOOD DRIVE

The Ornament Project
The 4th grade classes are gearing up
for their annual Ornament Project. The

Help us help others and the whole

students will be selling ornaments for $8.00

school can earn a reward! This commu-

each. They are personalized and engraved on

nity service project is sponsored by the
Prairie Creek Student Council.
Students can bring canned & boxed food
items to school November 9th - 16th.
If the school collects more than 1,000
items, Student Council will provide every

clear plexi-glass. All proceeds will go to helping
Prairie Creek families in need of assistance
with Christmas presents and holiday food. This
year’s ornament picture will be designed by a
student from Mrs. Becker’s or Mrs. Henry’s
class. The winner will be chosen on Thursday,
Nov. 12th and ornament sales will begin on

student with a special dessert treat at

Monday, Nov. 23rd and run until Friday,

lunch! Student Council will count items

Dec. 11th. We will also be having a Papa Mur-

and deliver to the Andover Food Bank
on Tuesday, November, 17th.

phy’s Pizza Night on Tuesday, Nov. 11th,
and a Spangle’s Night on Thursday, Dec. 3rd
from 5:00-8:00 p.m. in which 20% of all
sales will go towards our ornament project. The
students are excited about this project. It is
a wonderful opportunity for them to experience the joy of giving and realize how fortunate they are!

Another successful Fall Book Fair at Prairie Creek
Thank you to everyone who helped make our Book Fair a success! Our gross sales were over $6200!! The library was able to use
the book profit to purchase 13 new hardback books and 40 paperback books. Cash profit of $763.99 will enable the library to purchase new, just released books and $425 in Scholastic Dollars will enable the library to purchase items from the Instructional Resource Catalog. Staff received a free $7.00 book when they attended the staff preview. 35 new books were donated from students to
the classrooms through the Classroom Wish List program. $35 in gift certificates was given to teachers, as well. Thank you parents
for supporting your child’s classroom library!
Classrooms were invited to make monsters to help decorate the library. 12 classrooms participated: Mrs Henry, Mrs. Becker, Mrs.
Lawson, Mrs. Hayden, Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Hicks, Mrs. Pearson, Mrs. McMains, Mrs. Cottrill, Mrs. Seely, Mr. Wallace, and Mrs. Bumgarner. The Library staff could not pick just one winner – all of the monsters were so creative and fun! Each classroom received $10
worth of books for their classrooms.
There were several contests going on during our book fair. Mrs. Hicks won $15 in books in the Classroom Wish List drawing. How
many eye balls were in the jar? 291 and Ella in Mrs. Pearson’s class guessed 299. She received $15 in book fair merchandise.
A BIG thanks to Prairie Creek’s PTO for giving each student a $5.00 book fair coupon for all of their hard work in reading – 418 were
redeemed for a total of 1832.71.
The Librarians and Mrs. Pyles would like to thank Dawn Trudel for recruiting great volunteers. The Library staff would like to thank
Dawn Trudel, Betsy Bumgarner, and Crystal Jones for helping set up the book fair. As a thank you for volunteering their precious time
the following fantastic volunteers received a coupon good for a $7 book for every shift they worked: Dawn Trudel, Christy Jamis,
Stephanie Waltrous, Keesha Kitterman, Chin Williams, Meg Scrivner, Stephanie Parsons, Jeanna Strickland, Cara Griffitts, Julie Hawk,
Elia Hogan, Sharon O’Neal, Betsy Bumgarner, Meenakshi Pradhan, Amy Pierce, Andrea Stafford, Hema Sehgal, Daniel and Corinne
Bedford, Yingjie Guo, Erin Coym, and Tammy Painter. Thanks to Dawn Trudel, Lynn Fleming, Liliana LeClaire, and Christy Jamis for
helping take down the fair.
Thanks, once again, and be sure to mark your calendar for our next Book Fair during Prairie Creek’s annual Family Read Night.

Music Notes from Mrs. Routh...
Greetings and Happy November! Our 4-5th program is over and the 50’s were FUN! The kids put
on an amazing and fun show. There were some very funny and memorable moments. I was
really proud of the kids and all their hard work in learning their speaking, singing and dancing
parts. DVD’s are available to buy for $18. Order forms will be
sent out this week. The money will be due by November 12th.
On Saturday, October 17th we had six students represent our school at The
South Central District Honor Choir held in Andover. These students were:
Patrick Dayrit, Mia Johnston, Marilyn Ligon, Christiane Short, Noah Sickman
and Cameron Strickland. They worked very hard to learn the challenging
music and enjoyed performing with the other 185 students from ten
surrounding counties. Congratulations for a great performance and for representing Prairie Creek so well.
The time is almost here for our 3-4 and 5th graders to go to the Young People’s Concert. We will go to see
“The Composer is Dead” on Wednesday, November 18th. The buses will be leaving promptly at 8:45 a.m. so
don’t be late to school! We will be talking about concert etiquette in class. Prairie Creek students are always
well-behaved but this is a new experience for many students. The students should dress up for this concert. It
will be a great experience to hear the Wichita Symphony Orchestra. They are one of the best in the United
States. Thank you to the PTO for providing the money for transportation. We appreciate it.
When I write my lesson plans I try to include the following: Singing, listening to great music, play instruments, movement, rhythm and reading music. Music is a lifelong skill. I want your children to explore all
different kinds of music.
We get to see our Pre-K classes once a week. They are a joy to work with. We have been doing lots of movement and exploring instruments like rhythm sticks and hand drums. They also like the bean bags and scarves.
All of these help develop gross and fine motor skills. We also sing many songs. The Kindergarten and 1 st graders have been singing songs about autumn and apples. The 2nd graders have been studying “Peter and the
Wolf” to help them learn about the instruments of the orchestra. Third graders have been working on their
recorders. We are learning how to care for them and practicing reading music on the staff. Our goal is to have
a beautiful sound and song ready to share with you by Thanksgiving break. Until then the recorders will stay
at school. This gives you something else to be grateful for. :)
Now that the program is over, our 4th and 5th graders will be playing their recorders again. Please find them
and send them to school with your students. Recorders are a great first instrument because they are inexpensive and sturdy. They are a fun way to work on music reading skills and playing as an ensemble. If your child
does not have their own recorder I have a few new ones you can purchase for $6.00. We use them almost
every day in music. If they have their own recorder they can practice at home and we all progress faster.
Prairie Creek Singers have 46 members this fall. We have several Christmas performances scheduled. This is a
really fun choir for fourth and fifth graders that meets after school on Tuesdays. Thanks to you parents for
making the extra effort to pick your kids up after rehearsal. If any of you have extra Halloween candy I can
use it for Prairie Creek Singers. They get a small treat after each rehearsal.
Don’t forget about our Prairie Creek Music facebook page. Like us so you get updates throughout the year.
Be grateful for your children while they are still at home. They grow up too fast! Happy Fall!
Mrs. Routh
PCE Music Teacher

Thinking Cap Quiz Bowl
Selected Prairie Creek fourth and fifth grade students will be competing
on Wednesday, November 11th, 2015 in the Thinking Cap Quiz Bowl academic competition. The quiz is designed to be a scholastic team competition that is a
self-scoring, computer contest of 100 multiple-choice questions, with the point totals being compared across the state. Areas that will be covered include math, geography, government, sports, spelling, science, literature, English, history, general information and
just plain fun trivia. The students will gather to answer the computer generated questions. The quiz offers the participants two chances to answer correctly. The points will
be awarded based on how fast they will answer the questions as a group, as well as how
accurate they answer. No adult assistance will be given, however team practices will be
run prior to the competition. The 2015 Thinking Cap Quiz Bowl team members include:
Carson B., Gage S., Olivia H., Kiet L., Zaydie L., Mia J., and Will D.

The Annual Prairie Creek
Spelling Bee is Buzzing This Way!
The time is quickly approaching for our annual spelling bee which is held in early
January. This is a spelling bee for grades three, four, and five. Each classroom will be
selecting two room representatives to participate in the school spelling bee. This selection process will take place in early December.

The teacher will conduct a homeroom

oral spelling bee that mimics the procedure of the County and State Spelling Bee. From
this classroom bee, the two students will be selected to participate in the school bee.
There will be one school spelling bee winner with an alternate. This person will represent our school in the county spelling bee in February. As a way to prepare for the bee,
any student may begin studying right now!! The web address is: www.myspellit.com.
The student may practice any of the words on the left hand side of the web screen in
order to prepare for the bee.

Parents can also download and print the Spell It! Book-

let for printed practice of words. This is a fun way to learn new words as well as the
origin of different words. Another great website is
http://www.spellingbeethegame.com/ to practice as a contestant.

PTO NEWS
A big THANK YOU to everyone who participated and helped with the fundraiser. Also a
big THANK YOU to everyone who helped support and recognize Custodian Week and Food
Service Week. We will be gearing up to get ready for the Santa Shop. This year our Santa
Shop will be held from November 30 – December 4th. This is an awesome opportunity for
the kids to shop at school for the special people in their lives and to get first-hand experience with shopping on a budget. Please let us know if you would like to help out. It is
never too late if you would like to volunteer for anything. Please contact Jennifer Murphy at: jennifermw12@gmail.com. There will NOT be a November PTO Meeting.

Picture
Retake Day!

Thanksgiving Feast &
Reader’s Theater

Monday, Nov. 9th
Picture packets will be available
in the office if your student
missed picture day or if you’d like
to have their picture retaken.
These are the photos that will be
published in the yearbook.
*Please note - If you plan to have
your student’s picture retaken,
you will need to send in their
original picture packet.

Mrs. Green, Mrs. Lawson & Mrs. Pearson’s classes plan to enjoy a traditional
Thanksgiving feast at noon on Tuesday,
Nov. 24th. Once students have finished
feasting with their families, they will
perform in a play for their friends and
family members in attendance.

November Staff Birthdays!
Darcy Raker 11/4
Laura Ball 11/12
Tammy Painter 11/16
Teri Gee 11/17
Marie Skinner 11/20

Sara VanGomple 11/23
Kristi Windish 11/23
Allison Hartley 11/27
Thea Dietrich 11/30

Counselor’s Corner
Mrs. Bradford
Many families in the United States are finding themselves struggling through these very
hard economic times. As the holidays approach, financial struggles can become even more discouraging.
If your family or someone you know is struggling to make ends meet, I have listed below two opportunities
for assistance that exist in our community.


Andover Food Bank- Families interested in receiving items from the Andover Food Bank should contact
the Andover United Methodist Church at 733-1644. There are no applications to fill out. Simply sign your
name, address and how many family members you have, and you will receive a variety of food items to
take home with you. Andover school district residents are allowed to receive items from the food bank
up to 6 times per year.



Andover Caring and Sharing- In 2013, Andover Caring and Sharing helped approximately 65 families,
many with children in school. Each child under 12 received 2-to-3 age appropriate gifts, a warm clothing
item and books. Children 12 and over received a gift certificate to Target or Wal-Mart. Families received
sacks of staple food items, and a large box of ingredients for a Christmas dinner, including a turkey.
The Andover Police and Fire Departments distributed the food and gifts. If you are interested in being
included in the Caring and Sharing program, or would like information about making a donation to the
program, please contact me at Prairie Creek by phone, at 218-4830 or email me at
bradfork@usd385.org .

For the Holidays!
Sugar Coated Pecans

“These slow-roasted whole pecans coated in an egg
white and sugar glaze spiced with cinnamon make a
wonderful snack for any occasion.”

Ingredients:
1 egg white
1 tbsp. water
1 pound pecan halves
1.
2.
3.
4.

1 c. white sugar
3/4 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon

Preheat oven to 250 degrees. Grease one baking sheet.
In a mixing bowl, whip together the egg white and water until frothy. In a separate bowl, mix
together sugar, salt, and cinnamon.
Add pecans to egg whites, stir to coat the nuts evenly. Remove the nuts, and toss them in the
sugar mixture until coated. Spread the nuts out on the prepared baking sheet.
Bake at 250 degrees for 1 hour. Stir every 15 minutes.

