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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Hello Families,
Every year the Kansas Department of Education requires all
schools to complete a school improvement plan. As the new
principal here at Prairie Creek I must share how impressed I have
been as I have worked with staff to create the plan. I've spent
time in classrooms seeing instruction happening and reviewing
the reading, math, science, and behavior data from previous
school years.
It is clear from this work that Prairie Creek is a very special place with talented students,
committed staff, and supportive parents.
 
While the Prairie Creek reading data is very good, helping all of our students increase their
reading pro�ciency will always be a main goal on our plan.
One thing you can do to help us reach our goal is to have your child practice reading at home,
or read to them each night.
Every so often I encourage you to ask them to tell you what is happening in the story. This
comprehension check helps them process the story and helps them make meaning from the
text.
 
As you can see by the chart below, taking time to read at home can really add up. This practice
time will help them become even more con�dent when they are reading at school.
It is true... success leads to more success.
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Here is one fun reading at home idea you may want to try. When watching a TV show, push the
closed caption button on the remote control so the words populate across the screen. This is
an opportunity to practice reading as well as showing students how sentences are created.
 
 
Construction Update 
We are in the �nal stages of the reconstruction process. :-) This month you will see workers
�nishing the work on the roof, installing the light poles around the parking lots, and replacing
the temporary class with the permanent glass. We are grateful to Hutton and all of the other
companies who have helped get us to this point.
 
Think College Wednesdays
Students and staff are encouraged to wear their favorite college shirts, sweatshirts, and
hoodies :-)

COUNSELOR'S CORNER
"KSDE is assisting the Kansas Attorney General’s o�ce in
spreading the word about a new mobile app aimed at suicide
prevention. This app is in collaboration with the Jason
Foundation.
The app can be downloaded for free from both the Google Play
Store and the Apple App Store It can also be accessed through
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the youth suicide prevention website www.ag.ks.gov/asKS.
The more we spread the word about the app, the more students will have access to mental
health crisis help. Let’s get this on the phone of every kid that needs it."

MUSIC NEWS FROM MRS. ROUTH
YOUNG PEOPLE’S CONCERT
The third, fourth and �fth grade are going to the Wichita
Symphony Orchestra next week!
We have not been able to go, due to Covid, for the last two years.
This will be our �fth graders �rst and only time to see and hear an
amazing professional orchestra up close and in person!
We start learning about the orchestra in second grade and
continue learning more each year.
 
It is one thing to talk about and listen to recordings, but a much different experience to see the
instruments for real and hear the amazing music they play.
We will be leaving bright and early next Wednesday, November 9th at 8:45 a.m..
This is a dress up occasion. They should wear their nicest clothes (and still be comfortable).
We are learning concert etiquette in music. What to do, what to say, what not to do.
 
This year the concert is about our American composer and pianist George Gershwin from New
York City (Brooklyn). He composed classical, jazz and popular music.
 
The cost for this �eld trip is $8.00. If you have not already please send cash or check (made
payable to Prairie Creek) as soon as you can.
I am so excited for our students to see and hear the orchestra next week!
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RECORDER TIME
We are back playing recorder! The fourth and �fth grades are reviewing and we will be starting
Christmas music soon.
Third graders should have brought notes home telling parents about the recorders. Here at
Prairie Creek we use Peripole recorders because they are the BEST quality for $7.00!!
Third grade parents please send your child’s recorder money back by Friday, November 18.
The children are very excited to get started!
I promise to not send the recorders home until they sound good!
 
 
 
DISTRICT HONOR CHOIR 
Prairie Creek Elementary was well represented at District Honor Choir held at Christa
McAuliffe Elementary on Saturday, October 22nd.
 
Those students were: Hadley Baker, Omari Cole, Ava Perea, Karsen Sams, Lizzie Shultz and
Lakynn Smith.
They worked with a wonderful conductor, Donald Gray, perfecting �ve songs that they had
prepared in advance.
These students were wonderful representatives for Prairie Creek.
 
Mrs.Routh



FROM THE LIBRARY:
The Book Fair was a HUGE success! 

FROM THE ART ROOM
Hello Prairie Creek Families!
 
Thank you so much for sending in containers and lids. I have
been able to get a good amount of lids that students can use
for tracing circles. If you happen to �nd any party size ice
cream plastic containers and/or lids, send them my way if you
don't have a use for them.
 
Also, if you happen to be cleaning out craft drawers or closets
and you come across odds and ends of ribbon, buttons,
sequins, glitter, tissue paper, etc. and you have no more use for
these items, send them my way rather than throw them away. I
thank you in advance!
 
Creatively,
Mrs. Clark
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THANK YOU to everyone that attended and purchased books for
their children, and for the many books purchased for the library
and classrooms.
A HUGE thank you to Prairie Creek PTO for all their help with the
book fair!
There were about 15 books purchased for classrooms and 30 for
the library!
Thank you to the volunteers who took time out of their busy
schedule to help each day! Appreciate your help!
 
 
3-5 Grade William Allen White Challenge:
 
Every year books are nominated for the William Allen White award. This award is the oldest
statewide Children’s book award in the United States. This award is voted on by all 3-5 (or 6-8)
students in the state of Kansas.
To honor this award each year I challenge students to read these books.
At the end of the year, we celebrate if the student reaches the goal.
 
This year’s goals:
Third Grade: 4 books
Fourth Grade: 5 books
Fifth Grade: 6 books
 
Books cannot have been previously read. They can read current nominees or past winners.
 
Mrs. Salmans

THINKING CAP QUIZ BOWL
CONTEST
 
Several Prairie Creek Elementary Fifth grade
students will be competing in the Nationwide Fall
Thinking Cap Quiz Bowl Contest on Thursday,
November 10th. The contest is a self-scoring,
computer contest of 100 multiple-choice questions
to be answered by the group. Areas that will be
covered include math, geography, government,
sports, spelling, science, literature, English, history,
general information and just plain fun trivia.
Several students will select the team’s answers on
the computer, while the others will read through the
questions and answers as quickly as possible to
determine the best answer. Each question offers
two chances to answer correctly. Points will be
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SPELLING BEE
SPELLING BEE IS BUZZING THIS WAY!!
 
We are all so excited to �nd out who the Prairie Creek school
spelling bee champ will be at our competition, scheduled for
Friday, January 20th at 1:30 p.m. in the library.
 
The classroom champions have been chosen, study lists
have been given, and the anticipation is mounting.
 
Best of luck to all of these hardworking spellers:
3rd Grade – Madelynn M., Camilia A.C., Alisa R., Dexter C., Elliana L., and Shay S.
4th Grade –- Finley W., Elias H., Lakynn S., and Sophia L.
5th Grade – Keith B., Drennan T., Nylah P., and Sree S.
 
Mrs. King

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS

awarded based on how fast the question is
answered by the group, as well as how accurately.
No adult assistance will be given! 
 
The 2022 Fall Thinking Cap Quiz Bowl team
members include: Keith B., Abel K., Eli H., Andy
G., Drennan T., Olivia L., Ariana K., Presley B.,
Trevor M., and Olivia C. 
 
Best wishes to the team!
Mrs. King

https://cdn.smore.com/u/1ca7/4c8407067f46e18654cfaf708a35fd27.jpeg


PTO UPDATE
 
THANK YOU!  

To those who visited McDonald's for our October
restaurant night!  
Book Fair Volunteers!
Food/Drink donors for the Teacher Conference Meal!

 
 
Upcoming Events!
Nov. 10 - Stuffed Animal Sleepover: For only $2, your child can
bring a Stuffed Animal to school for the day. All the animals
will spend the night at school and go on some fun adventures!
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The students will come back to school the next morning to see
how the animals spent their evening!  
 
Nov. 10 - Join us for our next General Meeting. 6:30pm in the
PCE Library. Everyone in attendance will get to help make the
"magic" of the stuffed animal sleepover happen! One of our
favorite things to surprise the students with!
 
Nov. 27 - Kendra Scott Gives Back Event We are looking for
two volunteers to be at Kendra Scott from 2-4pm. This is a
super fun event to work; the ladies at Kendra Scott are such
wonderful people to hang out with. 20% of all in-store sales
from 12-2pm will go back to PCE PTO. Online sales available
as well during Nov. 27-28 using code GIVEBACK-CQIDE.
 
Save the Date for Events Coming Soon!  
 

PTO Meeting - Dec. 8
Holiday Shop - Dec. 12-16
Holiday Staff Meal - Dec. 14

 
Keep up-to-date with PTO! Be sure to like us on Facebook!
Prairie Creek Elementary PTO and also the Facebook page
Prairie Creek Parents
 
If you have any questions or comments we would love to hear
them, our email is prairiecreekelementarypto@gmail.com.
 
Your PTO Board: Jennifer Eimers, Lindsay Triplett, Ashley
Corkill, Kaitlyn Archibald, Miranda Vancilll, Melissa Rackley 
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REMINDERS
* If your student will not be at school:

Please notify our o�ce so we can excuse your child's absence.
If your student has a pre-planned absence and will be out for more than three consecutive
days please let the o�ce or teacher know so an Extended Absence form can be
completed.

* If your student is late or returning from an appointment:
Please call our o�ce at (316)218-4830 to let us know your student will be late and if a
school lunch is needed.
O�ce staff will check students in. Parents do not need to accompany their student,
unless other information needs to be shared.

* If you are checking your student out for an appointment or for the day:



Please call our o�ce at (316)218-4830 to let us know your student is leaving. We ask if
you are picking your child up for the day, you do so before 3:15.
O�ce staff will sign out your student electronically for you.
You may wait in your vehicle outside, at the curb, and we will send your student out upon
your arrival.

DISMISSAL
A reminder that you need to send a note to your child’s teacher, or you can call the o�ce, if
their after school routine is different in any way. This communication with your child’s teacher
is of the utmost importance. Without noti�cation, your child will be dismissed in the same
manner as indicated by the parent at the start of the year.

CAR PICK UP AND DROP OFF PROCEDURES
Thank you to those of you who are following our drop off procedures in the morning. As
a reminder, the doors do not open until 8:35 am and students are to remain in their
vehicles until our staff comes out to open the doors to begin drop off. If your students
are walking, please keep in mind that there is no supervision outside these doors before
8:35 am, and they do not need to arrive before then.
We are having problems with some parents not following the car line procedures in the
morning. The cones that have been set out are there for the safety of our students and
our staff. It is unacceptable for parents to feel the need to run over these cones
because they think the car rider line is not moving along quick enough .
 
We understand parents are on a tight schedule in the morning, and we move the car line
along as quickly as possible.
As the seasons change and we move into the colder fall and winter months, there will be more
car riders in the car rider line in the morning.
Please plan your schedule accordingly so that you have enough time to get in the car
rider line and follow the proper procedures to ensure the safety of not only your student,
but our other students and staff members.
In order to do your part and help the car rider line move quickly, please make sure your student
has shoes tied, backpacks handy, etc and are ready to exit when it is your turn.
 
If the car rider line is not quick enough for you, please feel free to call our transportation
department at (316) 218-4621 to arrange bus service for your student. The transportation fee is
$275 a year for one student, or a maximum of $400 for more than one student riding.
 
If you have any questions regarding these procedures, please feel free to contact Mr.Springer,
our Principal.



November 3 - Stucco Meeting 8:00 am
November 7- No School
November 9- 3rd-5th to Young People's Concert-Century II
November 10-Stuffed Animal Sleepover
November 10- PTO Meeting 6:30-7:30 pm
November 11- Kindergarten to Exploration Place 9:00-2:00 pm
November 17- Stucco Meeting 8:00 am
November 17- 5th Grade to Old Cowtown 9:30-2:45 pm
November 23-25 - Thanksgiving Break
November 27- PTO Kendra Scott give back to Prairie Creek, 2-4 pm
December 1 - Stucco Meeting 8:00 am
December 8- PTO Meeting 6-7 pm
December 12-16-Holiday Shop
December 20-- Early Dismissal- 1:45 pm
December 22- January 3--Holiday Break



CLICK FOR BREAKFAST AND LUNCH MENUSCLICK FOR BREAKFAST AND LUNCH MENUS

CLICK FOR 2022-2023 DISTRICT CALENDARCLICK FOR 2022-2023 DISTRICT CALENDAR

2022-23 District Calendar

LUNCH
SCHEDULE

Kindergarten 11:00 - 11:30
1st Grade 11:15 - 11:45
2nd Grade 11:50 - 12:20
3rd Grade 12:25 - 12:55
4th Grade 12:10 - 12:40
5th Grade 11:35 - 12:05

MUSIC
PROGRAM
DATES

K-2nd- February 2nd at
ACHS Auditorium 

SCHOOL
SPIRIT
Wear your Prairie Creek Panther
gear every Friday!
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