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A Note from Mrs. Jonas...

CONGRATULATIONS to KELLY MCMAINS!!!
Kelly was nominated and awarded the State Kansas Horizon Award. This award recognizes excellence in first or second year teachers. Kelly is deserving of this honor and we are proud to have her as part of the Prairie Creek Staff. In
her short time at Prairie Creek, Kelly has made a difference. She builds solid relationships with her students and works
tremendously hard to create success for each one. I know you will join us in wishing her congratulations on a job well
done!
A portion of the State Assessments are coming up at the end of February/beginning of March. Third through 5th grade
students will participate in the Multi-Disciplinary Performance Test and the Math Performance Test. The Math, Reading and Science (5th grade only) will be given in April. Please try to schedule appointments around the following dates.
It is very helpful, as these are more challenging to make up.
February 29th – March 1st
9:00-10:00 - Hayden and Lawson
10:15-11:15 - Seibel
1:00-2:00 - Henry
March 2nd – March 3rd
9:00-10:00 - Wallace
10:15-11:15 - Schwartzbeck
1:00-2:00 - Becker
March 4th
9:00-9:30 - Becker
9:30-10:00 - Henry
10:00-10:30 - Hayden
10:30-11:00 - Wallace
11:40-12:10 - Lawson
12:45-1:15 - Seibel
1:15-1:45 - Schwartzbeck
Shelley Jonas
Principal

Andover State Pre-Kindergarten Program

The Andover school district is taking applications for the State Pre-Kindergarten Program held at
Prairie Creek Elementary School. This is a free program for children throughout the district who
will be 4 years old as of August 31, 2016 and who meet one or more of the following criteria:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

child lives in a single parent household
one of the child’s parents was a teenager at the time of the child’s birth
parent(s) do not hold a high school diploma or GED
there is limited English proficiency in the home
the child’s family qualifies for the free Federal lunch program
the child has a developmental delay - as documented through assessments

Enrollment is limited and student selection for the program is based upon need. Transportation is available
throughout the district for those who are enrolled in the program. Applications for this program are available at all elementary school offices and on the district web page.
There is also a “Fee-Based” option available if you do not qualify for the above State Pre-Kindergarten
program. Enrollment is limited. For further information, please visit our website at www.usd385.org or
call the Prairie Creek office at 218-4830.

Early Childhood Peer Model Openings
for 2016-2017
The Andover Early Childhood Program is currently taking applications for Peer Model students for the
2016-2017 school year. The selections for the Peer Model Program are based on a lottery drawing each
year. Once the lottery selection has taken place, the Early Childhood staff will schedule a screening for
the child to visit the classroom. This screening will include observation with other peers, a basic screen
of motor, social, cognitive and language skills as well as overall behavior. The selection is then made
based on the positions available, skills observed during the screening, and ration of gender.
Applications for the lottery drawing are due in the Prairie Creek Elementary school office by Friday,
February 19th. The visitation for screening will be hosted on Friday, March 4th, 2016 from 9:00 AM 10:30 AM. The notice for our final selection of peer model students will be emailed out the week of
March 7th, 2016.
A peer model student must demonstrate age-appropriate skills in the areas of play, social, behavior,
speech and language, cognitive and motor functions. Additionally, all peer models must be toilet-trained
and speak English fluently. These students must be 3 years, 6 months by September 1st, 2016 to qualify for this program.
For more information, please go to the district at www.usd385.org.
please feel free to contact the Prairie Creek office at 218-4830.

If you have further questions,

Prairie Creek Elementary School
SPELLING BEE 2016
PRESS RELEASE
The annual Prairie Creek Elementary Spelling bee took place on Friday,
January 22nd, 2016. The 2016 winner is Matthew P., a third grade student
from Mr. Wallace’s classroom and our runner-up is, Cameron S., grade five,
from Mrs. Seibel’s class. There were fourteen contestants in this year’s bee.
Other contestants included: 3rd Grade – McKenzie C., Gillian S., Sophia B.,
Sydney G., and J.T. S. - 4th Grade – Kiet L., Zaydie L., Rylan H., and
Danika B. - 5th Grade – Kirstyn C., Garrett K. and Jaylee J.
Mr. Brett White pronounced the words to the students with Mrs. Bradford
and Mrs. Peckham serving in the role of judges for the bee. Matthew will be
representing Prairie Creek Elementary at the Butler County spelling bee on
February 5, 2016 at Butler County Community College in El Dorado, Kansas.
Congratulations to all of the spellers for a successful spelling bee!

Spelling Bee winners Matthew Palacio (1st Place) &
Cameron Stricland (1st Runner Up).
2015-2016 Spelling Bee Contestants

PTO Update!


The PTO is in full swing with this busy spring semester! It is never too late to volunteer! You can contact
Shana Cables at prairiecreekpto@yahoo.com. We would love any help, any time!



Our first annual Read-a-thon went great! We’re at a total of $12,925. Mrs. Green & Mrs. McMains are the
top two classes and earned a popcorn and movie party. The whole school met and surpassed a reading goal
of 80,000 minutes and Mrs. Jonas will eat a chocolate covered cricket at the Good Morning Meeting.



There is a sign-up genius out to help provide dinner for our teachers during conferences on Feb. 9th.
Please sign up soon if you are able to help.



February 11th is classroom Valentine Parties!



Continue to support Prairie Creek by turning in your Box Top Labels and Labels for Education. With all
the help last fall, Prairie Creek was able to earn $656!!



We are taking nominations for Vice President and Treasurer for this coming school year (2016-2017). If you
know someone who is interested or you yourself would like to be considered, please send an email to Shana
Cables at prairiecreekpto@yahoo.com. Nominations will be taken and voted on at the April PTO meeting.
We hope to see you there!



Our next PTO meeting will be February 25 at 6:30 p.m. in the Library. Childcare is provided!! There will be
no March PTO Meeting.

From the Nurse’s Corner…
Hello! February is National Dental Health Month.
Did you know that tooth decay affects children in the United States more than any other chronic
infectious disease? Untreated tooth decay causes pain and infections that may lead to problems
such as eating, speaking, playing, and learning.
The good news is that tooth decay and other oral diseases that can affect children are preventable. The
combination of dental sealants and fluoride has the potential to nearly eliminate tooth decay in schoolage children. We will be doing dental screenings on Friday, February 26th from 9-noon for K-5th
grade. If you would like your preschooler checked, you are welcome to bring them during that time.
What Parents and Caregivers Can Do
Here are some things you can do to ensure good oral health for your child:


Encourage your children to eat regular nutritious meals and avoid frequent between-meal snacking.



Protect your child’s teeth with fluoride.



Use a fluoride toothpaste. If your child is less than 7 years old, put only a pea-sized amount on his/
her toothbrush.

If your drinking water is not fluorinated, talk to a dentist or physician about the best way to protect
your child’s teeth. Also, talk to your child’s dentist about dental sealants. These products protect teeth
from decay. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me at bamfordk@usd385.org.
Have fun brushing and flossing!
Nurse Kellie

Music Notes from Mrs. Routh
Our second semester is well under way and we are busy in the music room studying great composers and
some of their amazing music. We are also having fun making music of our own. We have been celebrating Kansas 155th birthday by singing songs about our great state. “Home on the Range” became our
state song in 1947. The song itself came from Texas. We have been singing rounds in the 1-5th grades.
Each time I see my students I would like to accomplish six things. I would like them to sing, move, play instruments, listen
to great music, work on rhythm and learn to read music. We don’t always accomplish all this in one class but we try.
Music with the Pre-K and Early Childhood is always fun! We do lots of movement and have been using our imaginations
going on Bear Hunts and faraway places.
The Kindergarten has been working on Sea Songs and we watched a cool video about Camille Saint-Saens “Carnival of the
Animals”. Grades 1-5 have all been listening to Saint-Saens “Carnival of the Animals”. This piece introduces them to orchestral instruments and families. And we get to move like all the animals too!
Grades 2-5 all study famous composers. The second grade studies Johann Sebastian Bach. Third grade studies Johann
Strauss and Ludwig van Beethoven. Fourth grade studies George Friedrich Handel and Franz Liszt. Fifth grade studies Johann Sebastian Bach and Gioacchino Rossini. Watching videos about these composers allows the students to see what it was
like living in that particular time period in Europe. It also makes the composers more human to the students. They find
out that they all faced struggles too. Through these videos we can incorporate some history and geography lessons.
This year our recorder program has exploded! We have some fourth graders who have their black belt and extra degrees of
black belt. This means they have earned nine or more belts. Our third graders are really progressing with many having
already earned their white, yellow and orange. That is my goal for them by the end of the year! This year for the first
time we have 2nd graders in Mrs. Lawson’s class also playing recorder. They are doing really well! I am hoping you will hear
some recorder ensembles at our school talent show in May. Be sure to check out our Recorder Karate wall of fame where
you can see which belts your child has earned.
I am very excited to announce that Prairie Creek has three students in the very first All-State Elementary Honor Choir! The
students selected are: Mia Johnston, Natalie Moore and Noah Sickman. We had fifteen students submit taped auditions.
Music teachers scored each contestant. These scores were based solely on what they heard in the audition. 595 students
from across Kansas auditioned and they selected 160 for the State Choir. They will be performing on Thursday, February
25th at 6:00 p.m. in Wichita. Tickets must be purchased in advance. Please let me know if you need ticket information.
Other students submitting audition tapes were: Sophia Bankston, Sienna Cope, Joslyn DeLano, Morgan LeMonnier, Marilyn
Ligon, Justin Nichols, Shelby Scrivner, Christiane Short, JT Short, Cameron Strickland, AJ Sullivan and Anthony Walker. Prairie Creek was well represented.
Prairie Creek Singers Spring Edition is underway. We have forty fourth and fifth graders in the after school choir. They
make the commitment to practice and stay in the choir until May by signing a contract. We have a good time various types
of music. This spring they will be performing at Botanica in Wichita on Saturday, April 9 th.
Each year we have some students audition for the Voice of the Children competition. They are trying to earn a coveted
spot to perform at Crestview Country Club as the evening’s entertainment. They can also win some cash prizes. The
prizes are not the goal for doing this audition. It allows the students who choose to participate to work on their voice,
stage presence and confidence. This year we had 16 students audition. They were: Emma Affleck, Danika Butler, Aleena
Chandler, Sienna Cope, Bryer Geoffroy, Olivia Habash, Emily Jackson, Mia Johnston, Morgan LeMonnier, Marilyn Ligon, Natalie Moore, Alexis Peters, Christiane Short, Noah Sickman, Gillian Simon & Gabriel Snow. There were 54 elementary students
competing and they chose four finalists. Natalie Moore and Noah Sickman were chosen from our school! Congratulations!
February will bring Valentine and President songs. Maybe even a Groundhog song. Life is always exciting in the music
room. Stay tuned we have two programs coming up in the spring. Grades 2-3 is on Tuesday, April 19th and Grades K-1 is
on Tuesday, April 26th. Both programs are at Andover Central High School at 7:00 p.m.
Have a great February!

Mrs.Routh

Counselor’s Corner
By Mrs. Kim Bradford
Our character word for the month of February is Generosity. We will focus on the following
“I will” statements:
“I Will Share What I Have With Others”
“I Will Not Expect Anything in Return for my Generosity”
“I Will Give of My Time and Talents”
“I Will Praise the Good I See in Others”
The Concept of GenerosityDemonstrating generosity involves an investment in other people or causes. The key is to make such
an investment without any expectation of benefits in return. A generous person gives without hidden
motives or purpose.
Freely giving and sharing with others requires a dramatic change in thinking from the popular mentality
of “me first!” It is a natural tendency to be concerned with the needs of others, even when it requires
sacrificing personal desires and needs.
The Ultimate TestIt is much easier for a child to be generous to those who are kind to him or her. That’s why the ultimate
test of generosity is giving good in the place of wrong. Both children and adults must learn to be generous, regardless of how they are treated by others.

Staff Birthdays
this month...
Kelly McMains 2/10
Stacey King 2/17
Monica Hinojos 2/18
Barbara Jones 2/18
Kathy Pyles 2/20
Melissa Wefald 2/25
Kim Bradford 2/28

