
Minutes of the Cottonwood PTO
November 15, 2022

1. Welcome and Introductions
a. Attendance: Mercedes Hayes, Shari Rooks, Katie Nguyen, Katy Miller, Sophie Davis, Traci

Wood, Bethany Fox, Abigail Fulghum, Kim Vining, Sarah Osburn, Rachael Neibling, Carrie
Lindemann, Lou Anne Sorensen, Kara Innes, Mandy Keil

2. Officer and Committee Reports
a. Principal’s Report

i. The current enrollment is 418 students.
ii. Just finished the Blue Ribbon Celebration. Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Rooks went to

Washington DC for the Blue Ribbon Conference. Brought back a flag and a plaque to
hang in the building. The celebration was a great success.

iii. Sickness: Things are going around now. Teachers are reminding students to use
sanitizer and washing surfaces to help with sickness.

iv. A calendar was shared. 1st grade is going to Exploration Place soon and the 5th grade
band program is on 12/15.

v. Holiday Hugs lists will be sent home before Thanksgiving.
vi. Explorations have met 4 times so far. They have been very successful. Kindergarten will

join in the fun after semester break.
1. There is room for 38 to 40 explorations in the building.
2. 6 weeks 8:55 to 9:25, on Thursdays
3. Most groups are 10 kids or less

b. Treasurer’s Report
i. After costs, the Non-A-Thon raised just over $19,000.

1. The kids enjoyed donuts with Mr. Smith and ice cream sundaes
2. 22 kids went to Chicken and Pickle
3. The Aviate passes have not been dispersed to everyone, but they will be out

soon.
4. 2 kids get to be principal for the day and 1 gets to be the librarian for the day

ii. Make sure to have your Dillons Plus Card registered for Cottonwood PTO. It costs the
user nothing. Directions are in every newsletter.

iii. PTO also provided a Blue Ribbon Meal and Conference Meals
3. New Business

a. Holiday Spirit Wear Sale
i. Orders are due December 4th, and will be ready the week before Christmas
ii. Link will be shared via newsletters
iii. Spirit Wear has gotten out of the hole for the year and is netting a profit

b. Event Survey Results
i. 19 people filled out the survey
ii. The majority of respondents said they would rather have a whole school event than a

gender specific event
iii. Talked about the possibility of a Chicken N’ Pickle night, Bingo Night, and Family Field

Day.
iv. Talk was tabled until the January meeting,



c. Spend Non-a-Thon Funds
i. Teacher grants were shared, they totaled approximately $7,000

1. A proposal was made to increase the library grant to $3,000
2. A proposal was made to increase Quijano’s funds to $150

ii. Field Trip budget for buses increase by $1,000
1. A proposal was made to add an additional $1,750 ($5 per child K-4) so that

would cover part of the entry fee
iii. Playground Gaga Ball pit $2,500
iv. In total: $14,340 donated to teachers and school in general

1. Moved by Mercedes Hays, seconded by Rachael Neibling
2. Approved by a vote

4. Meeting was adjourned


