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New Performance Levels for English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics 

 
Level 4: Student is performing above expectations 
for that grade level and is on track to being college 
ready. 
 
Level 3: Student is performing at academic 
expectations for that grade level and is on track to 
being college ready. 
 
Level 2: Student is doing grade-level work as 
defined by the standards, but not at the depth or 
level of rigor to be considered on-track for college 
readiness. 
 
Level 1: Student not performing at grade level 
standards and additional support is needed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Median and Standard Error 
School, district, and state scores on this report are represented by the median score. A median 
is the middle number in an ordered list of numbers. For example, in the ordered list of scores 
{200, 210, 220, 230, 240, 250, 260}, the score of 230 is the median. The graphs show how the 
student's score compares to the median score for all students in the same grade who took the 
test in the school, district, and state. Each score is also associated with a standard error of 
measurement (SE). The standard error around a student's score indicates how much a student's 
score might vary if the student took many equivalent versions of the test (a test with different 
items but covering the same content). The SE around the school, district, and state scores can 
be interpreted in a similar way. Standard error generally becomes smaller with larger 
comparison groups. 

Performance Gauges: 
 

Four performance gauges (like the one 
on the left) will appear on the front of 
the report.  The student’s score is in 
the top gauge and indicates the 
performance level in which the student 
fell. 
 

The three smaller gauges indicate the 
school, district and state median scores 
for the same grade level.   
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Student’s Relative  
Areas of Strength 
 
Student performance data is 
provided on the report to show 
relative strengths as compared 
to other grade level students in 
the school, district and state.   
 
The black bars indicate the 
standard error or the ranged in 
which the student would likely 
perform on another 
administration of the test.   
 
Please Note: the scale is 
different from the overall test 
score.  Scores in this section do 
not equate directly to the 
performance seen on the front 
of the report.  Rather, they are 
provided to visually indicate the 
portions of the exam that were 
strengths for the student.   
 
 
 
 
 
 


