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For our students and teachers,
we hope you will Raise a Star
& donate to Andover Advantage!

Because of the generosity of our donors, the Andover Advantage Foundation has:

Funded nearly 1,000
Academic Advantage Grants

& 6 special district-wide projects

Given more than $870,000
over the past 19 years

 Awarded grants to every school in Andover,
providing educational opportunities that
would not have been funded otherwise

andoveradvantage.org � 316-833-9446
The mission of Andover Advantage Foundation is to provide resources to assure a margin of excellence in
the educational experience of all students through a partnership of community and Andover Public Schools.
AAF IS A 510(C)(3) NON-PROFIT AND ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX-DEDUCTABLE.

Looking to the future of Andover
The Andover Public Schools finished 
another outstanding school year and 
we’d like to thank all of you for your 
continued support. Active community 
support behind our award winning 
schools is the foundation for what 
makes Andover the best place in 
Kansas to raise a family. We strive to 
meet your high expectations and this 
Update demonstrates a few of the 

many outstanding things happening in our district.
As you know, Andover has a reputation of excellence 
and our facilities are part of the reason. To maintain high 
levels of excellence, we constantly look towards the 
future to determine the best strategic path for maintaining 
our current facilities and potentially building new. Last 
February, the district, with the help of a large group of 
community members, started a facilities study with the 
goal of establishing a vision for the future of our school 
district. In partnership with Schaefer, Johnson, Cox, Frey 
(SJCF), numerous groups looked in detail at all our schools, 
reviewed trends in education and prepared a variety of 
potential options for our future. This summer we will take 
a break from meeting, but will have the opportunity to tour 
some innovative schools and communicate with patrons 
about what we’ve learned so far. The Facilities Steering 
Team meetings will resume next fall and begin to analyze 

all the options, establish priorities, seek formal community 
feedback and present options to the Board of Education. I 
anticipate the work to be complete in November. You can 
find more information on our website at http://www.usd385.
org/facilitiesstudy. I’d like to thank the 140+ community 
members and school staff that have helped so far and 
encourage all of you to provide feedback next fall. Together, 
we will develop a vision for our future!
There has been a lot of conversation about the state 
budget, school funding and the overall operation of state 
government. It is getting closer to the time that you can 
make a difference by GETTING OUT TO VOTE! We live in 
a wonderful state that’s been made strong by generations 
of voting Kansans and it is critical that you take the time to 
vote in the Aug. 2 primary! In Kansas, many of the races are 
decided in the primary, but voter turnout is low and because 
of that, decisions are left to the few who do vote in the 
primary. I encourage all of you to become informed on 
the issues and VOTE in August!
Thanks for your trust in our schools. Our patrons recognize 
that strong schools make strong communities and we very 
much appreciate your support!
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•  No experience required,
         but preferred!
•  CDL training provided

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS WANTED!

Now Serving
USD 385 Andover, KS

Starting Wages:
Bus Drivers - $14.50 Monitors - $10.00

$300 Sign-On Bonus

For more details, contact Chuck Mosqueda at 316-250-3261
or apply online under “Careers” at www.durhamschoolservices.com

•  Competitive wages
•  Flexible, part time hours
•  Much more!

2016-17 Enrollment
 After last year’s successful implementation of online 
enrollment through e-Registration in PowerSchool, we are 
excited to continue making this process simpler for parents 
and school employees.
New This Year
Deadline to Enroll: In order to have up-to-date student 
information, Andover Public Schools now has a deadline 
for enrollment. After Sept. 2, students with incomplete 
enrollment forms will not have access to the district 
network, and will be unable to log into school 
computers or use their Google accounts. Once 
enrollment is completed, students will regain access 
to technology.
CareDox: We are excited to adopt a new medical system 
called CareDox. CareDox’s online platform allows parents 
the convenience of completing student health profiles 
electronically and updating changes yearly and as needed. 
CareDox ensures peace of mind for parents through real-
time notifications when their student visits the nurse and 
mobile access to their student’s information.
Fees Module: A new fees module has been added to 
PowerSchool that allows parents to view and track fees 
assessed based on your student’s enrollment. Electronic 
payments will still go through RevTrak. 
New Students
New students can enroll online starting July 18. Parents 
must first complete the New Student Registration form found 
at www.usd385.org. We encourage you to complete this 
step before July 18 so you can enroll in a timely manner. 
If you would like to enroll in person, new student enrollment 
will be held at each Andover school Aug. 5 from 8 a.m. to 12 
p.m. and 1 to 4 p.m. If you are uncertain which school your 
student will attend, use the “School Assignment Locator” at 
www.usd385.org.
Current Students
June 6-July 21: District & School Offices will be open 
Monday-Thursday and closed Fridays. Elementary summer 
office hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Middle school and high 
school summer office hours are 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
June 20-July 17: In order to perform maintenance on the 
system and complete necessary school preparations for the 
2016-17 school year, PowerSchool will be unavailable 
for access.
June 24-July 24: All elementary schools closed.
June 29-July 8: Andover Central Middle School closed.
July 1: The free-or-reduced lunch application will be 
available online at www.usd385.org/foodservice. If you 
believe you may qualify, please complete the online 
application or deliver a paper copy to Andover Support 

Services located at 202 W. Market. We recommend that 
if you apply for free-or-reduced status to not make forr 
enrollment until applications are processed.
July 1-17: Andover Middle School closed.
July 18: Online enrollment begins. You will receive 
directions via SchoolMessenger prior to July 18 on how to 
register students. Please make sure your email address is 
correct in PowerSchool so you receive these directions. 
If you do not have internet at home, you may access a 
computer at the district office, 1432 N. Andover Road, after 
online enrollment begins or at your student’s school 
starting July 25.
Questions about enrollment?
Visit www.usd385.org/enroll for directions, FAQs and more, 
or contact us by emailing enrollment@usd385.org or by 
calling the district office at 316-218-4660.

Project Lead the Way

Andover is excited to offer new engaging and transformative 
learning experiences for middle school students through 
Project Lead The Way (PLTW) Gateway classes next school 
year. Project Lead The Way provides an encompassing 
approach to science, technology, engineering and math. 
Through PLTW, students can find unique solutions to 
problems, lead their own learning and grow in collaboration, 
critical-thinking, and creativity. These classes empower 
students to develop skills to succeed in an evolving world.
The following PLTW classes will be offered:
• Medical Detectives: Students solve medical mysteries 

through hands-on projects, investigate how to measure 
and interpret vital signs and learn how the human body 
systems work together.

• Design and Modeling: Students work in teams to 
research and design a playground and furniture, while 
producing a portfolio to showcase their innovative 
solutions.

• Science of Technology: Students apply the concepts 
of physics, chemistry and nanotechnology in projects 
such as making ice cream, cleaning up an oil spill and 
discovering the properties of nano-materials.

• Introduction to Computer Science 1 and 2: Students 
discover the principles of this fast-growing field by 
focusing on creativity and design as they venture into 
text programming and create their own apps.

To learn more about PLTW, visit www.PLTW.org.

What’s new at Andover SchoolsWheatland Elementary Earns 
Governor’s Achievement Award

Wheatland Elementary was honored to receive its second 
Governor’s Achievement Award, recognizing its top-
performing staff and students. Wheatland was one of 57 
elementary, 10 middle and 11 high schools in Kansas, 
including only six schools in the Wichita area, 
to earn the award.
In order to receive a Governor’s Achievement Award, 
schools had to receive building-level Assessment 
Performance Index scores in the top 80 percent in math and 
reading and be in the top five percent of elementary schools.
To celebrate the school’s remarkable achievement, 
Superintendent Greg Rasmussen and BOE President 
Melinda Fritze presented the achievement award to Principal 
Elton Armbrister, building leadership team and PTO parents. 
After the award presentation, students and staff had their 
own sweet celebration with cookies from 
Andover Stadium Bakery.

In Their Words:  
Andover Middle School CSI
By students Elizabeth Rigby and Ellena Rivero

The end of the year went out with a bang as our class at 
Andover Middle School investigated a “crime scene.” 
Science teachers Mr. Fox and Mrs. Friend set up an 
investigation for the sixth-grade students to put into practice 
what we learned about Crime Scene Investigation (CSI). 
There was a full crime scene and evidence, complete with a 
skeleton of the murder victim, fingerprints, blood and DNA. 
Teachers played “witnesses” with unique personalities 
and revealed new information about the crime everyday. 
Students gathered hair and fingerprint samples from 
suspects and questioned them. 
We analyzed the evidence in various labs set up in the 
classroom. At the end of the investigation, we had to compile 
a police report on the case revealing the actual murderer, 
just like real-life crime scene investigators. 
This was the first year Mr. Fox and Mrs. Friend put together 
this investigation, but we hope they continue it next year 
since both teachers and students had a great time.    

Students examine evidence from a “crime scene”
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The Andover Advantage Foundation hosted 
the second annual “The Truck Stops Here” 
event in May. Filled with live music, food 
trucks, and a raffle with exciting prizes, the 
event raised money for the Andover school 
district. In the last 19 years, AAF has given 
nearly $1 million in academic advantage 
grants to Andover schools.

Andover Middle School students marked the 
end of their poetry unit by memorizing poems 
and competing in a slam poetry performance 
at Andover Central Park. Slam poetry is a 
competition in which writers read their poems 
without props or music and the audience 
selects a winner.

Meadowlark fifth-graders Skyped with 
the U.S. Surgeon General and had the 
opportunity to ask questions about her 
childhood, career and family.

Andover High School girls softball beat 
Bishop Carroll during state playoffs with a 
9-4 victory to end their 77-game winning 
streak! After a heartbreaking semi-final 
game, the Lady Trojans ended the season 
third in the state.

Prairie Creek Elementary students learned 
about bike safety and care from SRO Hill. 
Now they are experts on lights, obstacles, 
hand signals and more!

Robert Martin Elementary students had 
their own “Antique Road Show.” Students 
brought antiques from home, presented 
to their classes, and explained what their 
purposes were.

Andover Central High School baseball 
ended their season with a 14-11 record. As 
Regional Champs, they continued on to the 
State tournament where they placed second. 
Congratulations on a great season!

Congratulations to our nine DOUBLE 
graduates, who got their high school 
diplomas and their associate’s degrees 
this spring! From AHS (pictured): Lauren 
Siebuhr, Emi Hayashi, Justin Doan-
Shepherd and John Walsh. From ACHS: 
Carmen Ferguson, Jennifer Todd, Brenna 
Pentecost, Kyle Toom and Matt Smith.

Andover Central Middle School students test 
Estes rockets they built in Technology Lab.

Andover High Boys Golf took first place 
at the Andover Invitational and four other 
invitationals. They placed third in the league, 
third at regionals and finished fourth at state.

Cottonwood running club students trained 
for six weeks to run the Prairie Fire 5K. Not 
only did they run a great race, but they are 
forming healthy habits that will stick with 
them for the rest of their lives!

Andover eCademy students had one blast 
from the past after another, seeing dinosaur 
bones and mummies, on their field trip to the 
Museum of World Treasures.

Cottonwood fifth-graders followed clues 
and completed challenges all over the city 
of Andover during the “Amazing Race,” 
with stops at a dentist office, district office, 
Scrapfunattic and City Hall, to name a few. 

The Andover High School Thespian Troupe #3540 earned Jester Awards for Outstanding 
Graphic Design, Outstanding Lighting, Outstanding Ensemble/Chorus, and Outstanding 
Direction of Show for Aida. The troupe also earned its second Gold Honor Troupe Award.

Six Sunflower fifth-graders were selected 
to receive the annual Citizenship Award for 
being outstanding representatives of the 
Sunflower Elementary Code of Conduct.

Wheatland Elementary fifth-grade students 
held an election to elect a class president. 
The students held a spirited debate with 
questions from their peers.

The Andover Central High School boys’ basketball team had its strongest season in over 10 
years. The team advanced all the way to the state semi-finals game and finished third in the 
state and sub-state champions. Congratulations on a fantastic year!
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Board of Education Outstanding Service 
Awards & Retirement Celebration

Each year, the Board of Education recognizes employees 
and volunteers through the Board of Education Outstanding 
Service Awards program. Congratulations to all of this year’s 
award recipients! 
Golden Apple Award - educator with 4+ years at USD 385
Lois Looney - Andover eCademy
Doug Carr - Andover Central High School
Mark Cross - Andover High School
Nolan McDonald - Andover Central Middle School
Stacey Ryan - Andover Middle School
Kambra Gallagher - Cottonwood Elementary
Kaylene Allison - Meadowlark Elementary
Erica Hicks - Prairie Creek Elementary
Sara Robinson - Robert Martin Elementary
Tara Grisier - Sunflower Elementary
Evie Unrein - Wheatland Elementary
Bright Red Apple - educator new to the profession
Ashley Jacobs - Andover Central High School
Leah Lukovic - Meadowlark Elementary
Andrea Hastings - Sunflower Elementary
School Bell - classified staff
Lori Buchholz - District Office
Tor Hakonsson - Technology
Janet Filbert - Andover Central Middle School
Charmaine Alano - Cottonwood Elementary
Dorothy Schultz - Wheatland Elementary 
Helping Hands - school volunteer
Krista Milas - Andover eCademy
Kristi Pedersen - Andover Central High School
Kerry Sargent, Adrienne Knight, JoAnn Wreath - Andover High School
Amy Rech - Andover Central Middle School
Caitlyn White - Andover Middle School
Aaron Thornton - Cottonwood Elementary
Shelly Dunnegan - Meadowlark Elementary
Amy Madsen - Prairie Creek Elementary
Terri Brotsky - Robert Martin Elementary
Prescsilla Martinez - Sunflower Elementary
Laura Pedroja - Wheatland Elementary
Golden Key Award - individual, business or community/
civic organization
McConnell Officer Spouse Charitable Association
Spark Award - invidual staff, instrumental role at USD 385
Bob Baier - Andover High School
Micah Brown - Technology

Also honored for their service were this year’s retirees: 
Deb Culbertson, Vickie Wood, Linda Miller, Cathy Brown, 
Marla Camacho, Sue Coffman, Pam Wheeler, Jody Baker 
and Bob Baier. We are grateful for the time and effort they 
invested in making this district a wonderful place to learn!

Award-Winning Staff
Andover’s incredible staff and their dedication to education 
and student learning is what makes Andover one of the 
top districts in Kansas, and we’re not the only ones who 
recognize their excellence! 
Brent Jones, assistant principal of Andover Middle 
School, was awarded the Middle School Athletic Director 
of the Year award by the Kansas Interscholastic Athletic 
Administrators Association. 
Julie Calabro, Andover Central High School’s journalism 
instructor, is the recipient of the 2016 Jackie Engel Award. 
The award was created to honor the best high school 
journalism teacher in Kansas. 
Ray Linville, an instrumental music teacher, was named 
a 2016 Master Teacher by Emporia State University. 
Providing instrumental instruction in grades 5-12 with 
classes up to 200 students, the students under his direction 
continually receive superior rankings in competitions

Changing Faces in Andover
Our district bid farewell to two beloved principals this 
spring, and is excited to welcome new members!

Bob Baier retired after 18 years as principal 
of Andover High School. Mr. Baier left a 
positive mark on students, Andover High and 
the district as a whole. His many years of 
service to education and Andover has been 
appreciated beyond measure.
Dr. Kristen Kuhlmann will replace Mr. Baier 
as principal of Andover High. Dr. Kuhlmann 
was the executive director of secondary 
education at Emporia USD 253. She has been 
integral in implementing many district initiatives 
across Kansas that have empowered students 

and educators with cutting-edge tools to improve student 
achievement in and out of the classroom.

Jody Baker retired after 16 years as principal 
of Meadowlark Elementary. Ms. Baker’s 
leadership has helped Meadowlark become 
one of the best elementary schools in the 
state. 
Dana Matheny will replace Ms. Baker as 
principal of Meadowlark Elementary. Matheny 
was the principal of OK Elementary at Wichita 
USD 259. Prior to OK, Matheny was the 
assistant principal at Gardiner Elementary and 
Jenks West Elementary in Oklahoma. 

March 7, 2016
• The proposed student and facilities usage fees are 

reviewed annually. This year, it was recommended 
not to change student fees, except for food service 
meal prices, which are subject to state and federal 
requirements. Administration has also looked at facility 
use fees and recommended changes. The board voted 
in April to approve the fee recommendations.

• The board passed the Cost of Living Resolution, 
which allows eligible districts to authorize a levy of 
local funds through property tax, up to 5 percent of 
the district’s General Fund authorization. Andover is 
currently eligible for the full 5 percent of General Fund 
authorization. It is not planned that these funds be 
levied, but it provides an option for funding if Andover 
experiences a reduction in 2016-17 state funding. 

April 11, 2016
• The board voted to add a high school boys swimming 

program for 2016-17. Andover has offered high school 
girls’ swimming since 2000 when one combined team 
was started for ACHS and AHS. Interest in boys’ 
swimming has grown to the point that high school 
athletic directors held informational meetings for boys 
in grades 8-11 to explore the possibility of beginning 
a boys’ swimming team. At this point, there are about 
25 boys interested in swimming in a combined team in 
2016-17. Team members would practice evenings at 
the YMCA at no cost. 

• The certified staffing recommendation for 2016-17 
included an increase of .17 FTE district wide. This will 
add one class section at the high school level. 

• The district has been working with FieldTurf to address 
the deteriorating condition of our turf material. The 
current turf at District Stadium would be safe to use for 
another year, but not optimal and the proposal from 
FieldTurf is a significant savings that would not be 

captured if the replacement is delayed for another year. 
The board voted to accept the proposal from FieldTurf 
for replacement of the existing turf for $286,849. 

May 9, 2016
• Director of Technology Stacy Hudson spoke on the 

2016-2021 Technology Strategic Plan. It will guide 
technology initiatives, purchases and aid district staff 
in reaching the goals outlined in the Andover Public 
Schools 2016-19 Multi-Year Action Plan. The plan will 
go on file at KSDE to meet our state requirements for a 
three year technology plan. The board will vote on the 
technology plan in June.

• Instructional Technology Specialists Micah Brown and 
Dyane Smokorowski presented technology integration 
district events for 2015-16. Some examples include 
over 130 Skype experiences, a Skype Around the 
World session that reached seven continents and 17 
countries, bi-monthly teacher-led nationwide Twitter 
chats and nearly 100 BreakoutEDU sessions. They 
also spoke on the AIF Academy which provides 
professional learning and technology integration 
support that promotes 21st century learning to a select 
group of teachers.

Board of Education Meeting Recap
These are not the official meeting minutes.To see official 
minutes, please visit BoardDocs.com/ks/usd385/Board.nsf/Public

Proud supporter of
Andover Public Schools

USI is a leader in insurance brokerage and consulting.  Learn more at www.usi.biz.

L-R: President Melinda Fritze, Vice President Josh Wells, Matt Forney, 
        Marci Fugarino, Carly Haynes, Dr. Linda Hope, Scott Wilson

Andover Board  
of  Education

Staff Excellence and Updates
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races, craft and business fair and a hot dog eating contest. 
There will also be fireworks on Saturday night.
Please visit www.andoverks.com/GAD closer to the event 
for more details and check us out on Facebook under 
“Greater Andover Days” and “City of Andover KS.” You can 
also follow us on Twitter: @CityofAndoverKS.
If you or your business are interested in helping sponsor 
this year’s festival, please contact Daynna DuFriend at 
316-977-9421 or ddufriend@andoverks.com.

Philip White Appointed to 
Andover City Council

At the March 8 Andover City 
Council meeting, Philip White was 
appointed to fill a vacant council 
position by Mayor Ben Lawrence. 
His appointment was approved by 
the City Council. Mr. White filled the 
vacated seat left open after Council 
Member Quentin Coon announced 
his resignation at the Feb. 23 City 
Council meeting, effective 
March 1, 2016. 

Mr. White and his wife Andrea have lived in Andover since 
June 2013 and have four grown children who graduated 
from Andover High School. Mr. White has been a private 
practice attorney since 1993.

“Philip will be a good addition to the Council and can 
add perspective value to the overall direction of our 
community,” says Mayor Lawrence.

2016 Concert in the Park
For the fourth year in a row, the 
Andover Convention and Visitors 
Bureau (CVB) and BOB-FM will 
be bringing a ROCKIN’ Concert 
to Central Park! In 2013, Richard 

Marx thrilled approximately 4,500 fans and in 2014 the 
Little River Band entertained nearly three times that 
many fans. In 2015, Diamond Rio and Restless Heart 
entertained 16,000-18,000! This year Rick Springfield will 
be performing with special guests Night Ranger and The 
Romantics live in concert Saturday, June 18. Gates open 
at 5 p.m. and the show is at 7 p.m. This concert is general 
admission, so get there early to get the best space on the 
lawn and to enjoy the food and drink available from 21 
area food vendors.

This year’s concert requires a ticket for admission. Tickets 
are just $10 (12 & under free) for a full night of great 80’s 
rock! With limited tickets available, this show is likely to 
sell out so get your tickets NOW at www.bobfmwichita.
com. Tickets can also be purchased in person at the 
following locations:

• Indian Motorcycle of Wichita: 8205 W. Kellogg
• Jerseys Grill and Bar: 3213 N. Toben (Wichita, K96 

and Webb)
• Collision Center of Andover: 948 N. Andover Rd.
• Andover Chamber of Commerce: 951 N. Andover Rd.

To find out more details, visit www.BOBFMWichita.com.

Update from Mayor Lawrence 
It’s an exciting time to live, work 
and play in Andover. Here is 
an update on a few of the city’s 
current projects. Central Park 
has experienced a tremendous 
amount of growth and usage from 
the citizens and visitors of Andover 
over the years. For the past 15 
years, the city has contemplated 
the construction of an Amphitheater 
at Central Park. The Amphitheater 
will be included in the city’s Capital 

Improvement Plan for 2017. This latest addition to Central 
Park will be a perfect place for USD 385 to hold choir and 
band performances, for local community and traveling 
theater productions and a variety of other recreational 
programs. Additionally, the Amphitheater will create a 
permanent location for Andover’s Summer Concert in 
the Park. Finally, the addition of the Amphitheater will 
allow the city to explore bringing more major shows and 
performances each year. Not only will an Amphitheater 
provide more recreational activities within Andover, but 
its impact on tourism will make Andover a destination 
throughout the state and region.
The city continues to work with Epic Sports on relocating 
to Andover. This significant economic development project 
has the potential to bring hundreds of new jobs to the City 
and provide more development opportunities to Western 
Butler County.
Last but not least, the city’s brand new fire truck, paid for 
by the .75% sales tax approved last April, was delivered to 
us earlier this month. The Street Maintenance Shop and 
new restrooms at Central Park are also well on their way.
Here’s wishing you and yours a great summer!

Changes to Andover’s Green 
Waste Process
Limbs and other brush (up to 3” in diameter) will now only 
be accepted at the Andover Wastewater Treatment Plant 
located at 2115 E. Harry St. This location will not accept 
grass clippings or leaves. Dumping hours are Monday-
Friday 7a.m. - 3 p.m. and Saturday 8 a.m. - Noon.  

No dumping will be allowed on Sundays.
Andover residents can drop off grass clippings and leaves 
in Andover Central Park any day, dawn to dusk.Tree 
limbs and other brush are no longer accepted. The grass 
clipping and leaf drop location is a half mile south of City 
Hall on the east side of Bush Parkway. Signs will lead you 
to the pile.
The aforementioned services are available to City of 
Andover residents only. No commercial dumping is 
allowed at either site. These rules are enforceable by law 
through City Ordinance 1614.
If you have questions, please call Andover City Hall at 
316-733-1303.

“Handfuls of Fun” 2016 Greater 
Andover Days: Sept. 29-Oct. 2
The City of Andover will host its annual four-day 
extravaganza Greater Andover Days (GAD) Sept. 29 - 
Oct. 2. GAD has been a tradition in Andover since 1967, 
and usually draws a crowd of more than 5,000 people. 
This year’s theme is “Handfuls of Fun.”
Admission to the festival is by button, which will be 
available at local retailers. Children five years old and 
under will be admitted free. Every year a portion of the 
sale of each button goes to a local charity.
Most of the activities of Greater Andover Days will take 
place in Central Park at 1607 E. Central Ave. Events 
include a tailgate party, car show, Saturday night concert, 
ice cream social, Kidfest, fishing clinic, fun run, turtle 

What’s happening in   the City of Andover

Ben Lawrence, 
Mayor
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Philip White, 
Council member
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Classes start Aug 22.

Only $102 per credit hour.

Tuition waivers available options for 
HS students.

8 locations and online!

5 Early College Academies.

Classes transfer with ease.

Over $600k in scholarships awarded 
last year!

For more information go to 
www.butlercc.edu/highschool 
or contact admissions at 
316.322.3255

APPLY NOW
FOR FALL

Find more news and updates at

www.usd385.org


