
Andover Board of Education Notes 
April 12, 2021 

 

Budget hearing: The Board held a budget hearing in order to amend the 2020-21 district budget. This 
was required to capture additional state aid caused by an increase in enrollment at Andover eCademy. 
Adoption of the budget amendment would allow the district to capture approximately $1.5 million in 
additional state aid. The amendment has no effect on any tax levies for the district. No member of the 
public spoke at the hearing. The Board approved the amendment later in the meeting. 

Good News: Board members recognized the Andover Central High School boys swim team, which won 
the 5-1A State Championship. The team is coached by Allison Craig. State team members were James 
Kang, Jackson Ward, Ryan Crowley, PJ Damico, Lucas Krueger, Noah Krueger, Jackson Lee, Ethan Finney 
and Beau Blankenship. 

2021-22 fees: Board members approved student fees for the 2021-22 school year. The only change was 
transportation fees, which were temporarily reduced by $50 for the 2020-21 school year to adjust for 
the sudden stop in transportation services during the spring of 2020. Fees will return to $250 per 
student or a maximum of $350 per family for the 2021-22 year.  

OPAA contract: Board members approved a contract with OPAA! for food service management during 
the 2021-22 year.  

Student handbooks: The Board approved student handbooks for the 2021-22 school year. Handbooks 
can be found on Board Docs or each school’s website. 

Bond update: Troy Hertel from SJCF Architecture reported that designs for the new District Office are 
nearing completion, and the project is going out for bid. Board members will be presented with a 
proposal for a Guaranteed Maximum Price for District Office in May.  Meanwhile, progress on the 
Andover Public Schools Aquatics Center and related work at Andover High School is on track to be 
completed in July. 

Performing arts: Educators from the area of performing arts presented about how they have adapted 
their teaching during the pandemic. They said that, at the secondary level, spending much of the year in 
a hybrid learning model was a challenge because, in some cases, students were expected to perform 
with peers they had not met. Despite the challenges, students have had successful performances and 
have had outstanding showings in regional and state ensembles. 

Math curriculum: Jill Lachenmayr, assistant superintendent for academic affairs, reported that 
elementary teachers are currently reviewing and piloting math curriculum for use beginning in fall 2021. 
Board members agreed they would be ready to approve the recommended curriculum at their May 
meeting. 

eCademy wing demolition: Board members approved a Guaranteed Maximum Price with Hutton 
Construction for $190,000 to demolish the northwest wing of Andover eCademy. Structural issues in the 
wing prevent its use. The work will be completed this summer. 

https://go.boarddocs.com/ks/usd385/Board.nsf/files/BZDNUX61B00A/$file/Andover%20USD%20385%202021-22%20Fees.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/ks/usd385/Board.nsf/files/BZVME75AD556/$file/Andover%20USD%20385%2021-22%20Renewal-%20OPPA%20Food%20Management.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/ks/usd385/Board.nsf/files/BZVLWT5775B1/$file/DO%20Floor%20Plan.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/ks/usd385/Board.nsf/files/BZWPFB6455A7/$file/Spotlight%20on%20Learning_%20%20April%2012%2C%202021%20BOE%20Meeting%20(1).pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/ks/usd385/Board.nsf/files/BZWPFB6455A7/$file/Spotlight%20on%20Learning_%20%20April%2012%2C%202021%20BOE%20Meeting%20(1).pdf


eCademy Chromebooks: Board members approved spending $73,845 for Chromebooks and $8,475 for 
Google licenses for students at Andover eCademy. This is part of a planned refresh to replace obsolete 
and aging laptops. 

Internet upgrades: The Board approved spending $114,899 for 25 Cisco switches for student attendance 
sites, $3,464.96 per month for Zayo Internet fiber use and $2,495 per month for Zayo 10-gig Internet 
service. 

AHS furniture: Board members approved paying $55,145.79 to Scott Rice Interiors for furniture in the 
expanded commons area, pool offices, health classroom and conference room in the soon-to-be-
completed spaces at AHS. 

Staffing update: Dr. Russell Miller, assistant superintendent for human resources, updated the Board on 
staffing recommendations for the 2021-22 school year. Recommended staffing changes include: 

• Additional art, music and physical education teachers to accommodate growth at Robert Martin 
and Wheatland elementary schools. 

• New math intervention teachers at Cottonwood and Prairie Creek elementaries, to be paid with 
federal Title I funds. 

• Two additional FTE elementary positions to be used if needed, depending on additional growth 
to meet elementary classroom size guidelines. 

• Likewise, two additional FTE secondary positions to be used if needed, likely in elective areas. 
• Two new ELP/gifted teachers to maintain the needs of students in the program and maintain 

compliance with state and federal law. 
• A second medical strand teacher at the Andover Center for Advanced Professional Studies to 

accommodate growth in the program. 
• An additional computer technician to assist with the management, deployment, repair and 

upkeep of technology devices in the district. 
• An additional assistant principal at AHS to address increased enrollment and staffing needs. 

Board members approved the recommendation as presented. 

Relocation of Early Learning classrooms: Board members approved the relocation of Early Learning/Pre-
K classrooms at Robert Martin Elementary to Prairie Creek Elementary beginning in the 2021-22 school 
year. The move will be made due to space considerations, with Robert Martin seeing increased 
enrollment and Prairie Creek having space to house the entire Early Learning program. 

Superintendent report: Superintendent Brett White provided the following updates: 

• Interviews for the BOE Scholarship were held the previous week. 
• Andover Public Schools was selected for the 2020 Andover Fire-Rescue Community Service 

Award. 
• This year’s Outstanding Service Awards will be a combination of online and in-person 

notifications for staff. 
• The Foundation for Andover Schools will hold a fundraiser event from 6-9 p.m. Thursday, April 

29, at Chicken N Pickle. 


