
Andover Board of Education Notes 

September 14, 2020 

Good News: Nadia Kaewsai, eighth-grader at Andover Middle School, was honored for receiving first 

place in the Kansas State Department of Education’s Annual Conference Cover Design Competition. 

Bond update: Members of the bond team updated board members on construction projects. 

Demolition is complete at the former Andover High School, with crews continuing to haul off debris. 

There are a few punch list items still being completed. Additions and renovations are complete at 

Andover Central Middle School and Andover Middle School. Landscaping is being completed at the 

Andover Center for Advanced Professional Studies. Meadowlark Elementary School, Jaguar Stadium and 

the Andover Public Schools Tennis Complex all have a few punch list items remaining. Construction has 

begun on the new Andover Public Schools Aquatics Center, which will be ready for swimmers in August 

2021. Additional parking will be available at AHS in late fall or early winter. 

Enrollment/staffing update: Dr. Russell Miller, assistant superintendent for human resources, provided 

an update on enrollment and staffing. Preliminary figures show that approximately 700 students moved 

from Andover brick-and-mortar schools to Andover eCademy for the 2020-21 school year. Andover 

Public Schools currently has 376.3 FTE licensed staff, 192.6 FTE classified staff and 22.0 FTE 

administrative staff. 

Roadmap to Reopening update: Jill Lachenmayr, assistant superintendent for academics, and several 

others provided an update on the district’s reopening efforts during the COVID-19 pandemic. Among the 

details: 

 Virtual parent/teacher/student conferences were held Sept. 1-2. 

 The COVID Assessment and Response Team, composed of medical professionals, 

business/community leaders, Board of Education members, educators, building administrators 

and district administrators, is meeting every other week to analyze data and make 

recommendations to the board about learning models and safety protocols. 

 Transportation has 44 bus routes this year, compared with 49 in 2019-20. There are a maximum 

of 45 students on a bus, which equates to 2 students per seat on average. Students are required 

to wear masks while riding. 

 Food service began providing free meals to students in the district beginning Sept. 14. This 

program will continue through December or whenever federal funds for the program are 

exhausted. 

Cooling tower pumps: The board voted to approve Hutton Corporation to replace cooling tower pumps 

and motors at Prairie Creek, Wheatland and Robert Martin elementaries, at a price not to exceed 

$156,000. 

AHS change order: Board members approved a $350,000 change order to the guaranteed maximum 

price for the new AHS. This will provide an additional 78 swim lockers, repairing five HVAC units, 

replacing another HVAC unit, and repair/replace a portion of the north gym wall, which was not built 

adequately as part of the 1979 design and construction. 

https://go.boarddocs.com/ks/usd385/Board.nsf/files/BTAMER56F09B/$file/2020-21%20Fall%20Enrollment-Staffing%20Update.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/ks/usd385/Board.nsf/files/BTCS526BCA6A/$file/Roadmap%20to%20Reopening%20-%20BOE%20Update%2C%20Sept.%2014%2C%202020.pdf


Bond furniture: Board members approved $115,787.57 for furniture at AHS, Andover CAPS and 

Meadowlark Elementary School. 

Gating criteria and learning models: The board approved gating criteria for evaluating safety during the 

2020-21 school year. It also approved protocols for learning models, activities/athletics, visitors and 

playgrounds. 

Superintendent’s report: Brett White, superintendent, updated the board on crisis planning for 

emergencies in two-story buildings. He announced the board will tour Andover CAPS and Meadowlark 

Elementary School at 4 p.m. Oct. 5. Finally, the Kansas Association of School Boards’ annual conference 

will be held virtually Dec. 4-6.  

https://go.boarddocs.com/ks/usd385/Board.nsf/files/BTANLY5D184D/$file/Andover%20Gating%20Criteria%202020-2021%20-%20Gating%20Criteria%20Overview%2C%20Sept.%202020.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/ks/usd385/Board.nsf/files/BTANM25D19CC/$file/Andover%20Gating%20Criteria%202020-2021%20-%20Learning%20Models%2C%20Activities%2C%20Visitors%20%26%20Playground%2C%20Sept.%202020.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/ks/usd385/Board.nsf/files/BTANM25D19CC/$file/Andover%20Gating%20Criteria%202020-2021%20-%20Learning%20Models%2C%20Activities%2C%20Visitors%20%26%20Playground%2C%20Sept.%202020.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/ks/usd385/Board.nsf/files/BTFUUQ7DC7C1/$file/Evacuation%20of%20Students%20with%20Special%20Needs.pdf

