
Andover Board of Education Notes 

Feb. 10, 2020 

 

Good News: Board members recognized four students for receiving superior ratings at the Kansas 
Thespian Festival, and for qualifying to compete in the International Thespian Festival. They are Ashley 
Zellers and Leah Sickman of Andover Central High School and Stephanie Born and Connor Reardon of 
Andover High School. 

Andover’s two Kansas Horizon Award winners were recognized. The award goes to exemplary second-
year educators. Keegan Hallmark of Andover Middle School and Victoria Bay of Andover Central Middle 
School received the honor this year. 

Board members next recognized Ray Linville of Andover High School for being named the Outstanding 
Music Educator for Kansas by the National Federation of High Schools. Mr. Linville has taught in Andover 
for 19 years, and during that time participation in bands has grown by 400 percent. 

The board recognized Carly Bowden, math teacher at ACMS, for being given the Milken Educator Award 
from the Milken Family Foundation. The prestigious honor goes to 45 teachers nationally each year. 

Finally, Jennifer Byrd of Andover eCademy and students Anna Nordberg and Santiago Diaz told the 
board about their preparation for the Mathworks Math Modeling Challenge. 

Chromebook initiative: Board members approved the purchase of 475 Chromebooks to prepare for 
implementation of a 1:1 program at both middle schools. 

Enrollment and demographic study: Board members approved a contract with RSP & Associates, LLC, to 
conduct a study of enrollment and demographic projections for the next 10 years. 

Construction update: Members of the district’s bond construction team gave an update on current 
projects. Andover High School is dried in and all windows are installed except in the main vestibule. 
Carpets and marker boards are being installed, and lockers are about a month away from installation. 
Additions at Andover Middle School will be complete by April 10, when science teachers are scheduled 
to move to the new additions to make way for renovations in their science labs. Steel is in place at the 
Andover Center for Advanced Professional Studies, and work has begun on exterior walls. Meadowlark 
Elementary, ACMS, Jaguar Stadium and the Andover Public Schools Tennis Complex are all on target for 
their completion dates. 

Redesign update: Teacher leaders and Shari Rooks, principal, presented an update about school 
redesign at Cottonwood Elementary School. Some of the highlights include starting a Student 
Explorations program, when students can learn about a variety of hobby or career topics; implementing 
morning meetings when students can share about their lives and get to know one another; an emphasis 
on project-based learning; and using the Second Step curriculum for social/emotional learning. 

Security and surveillance: Brad Niessen, director of technology, presented an update on security and 
surveillance at Andover schools. The district has invested in new cameras and software to help keep 
students, staff and property protected. 
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Device refresh: The board voted to spend $552,350.22 to replace old Chromebooks, laptops, iPads and 
other aging computer equipment. 

Prairie Creek Addition change: Board members voted to make a change in attendance area for an area 
of the Prairie Creek Addition west of North Prairie Creek Road. Currently, students in that area would be 
assigned to Cottonwood Elementary, Andover Middle School and Andover High School. However, the 
rest of the Prairie Creek Addition is assigned to Meadowlark Elementary, Andover Central Middle School 
and Andover Central High School. The change would mean that all students in the Prairie Creek Addition 
now would attend Meadowlark Elementary, ACMS and ACHS. Currently, there are three students living 
in the affected area, and those students will be given the option of changing schools or remaining where 
they are. 

ACHS flooring: The board approved a bid of $147,211.17 from Star Lumber to replace flooring at ACHS, 
as was included in the Capital Outlay Plan. 

LOB resolution: To maximize flexibility in its overall budget, the Andover Board of Education voted to 
increase the district’s Local Option Budget authority from 31 percent to 33 percent of its State General 
Fund budget. 

Board members emphasized that they are committed to maintaining a consistent mill levy (property tax 
rate) and would counteract any potential future LOB increase with a corresponding decrease in the 
capital outlay levy to ensure that the overall mill levy remains stable. 

The change provides two advantages for Andover Public Schools: 

Capital outlay funds have restrictions on how they can be spent, including leases, equipment, software, 
uniforms, maintenance and capital expenditures. LOB funds do not have those restrictions, which 
provides budget flexibility. 

The capital outlay budget currently receives 47 percent of its aid from the state. LOB funds currently 
receive 57.36 percent in state aid. This means Anover will have the authority to capture a higher 
percentage of state aid by increasing the LOB and offsetting the increase with a reduction in the capital 
outlay levy, thus reclaiming more of the funds local taxpayers send to the state. 

Administrators stressed that just because the district has the authorization to increase its LOB 
percentage doesn’t mean it is required to do so. Currently, 101 of the state’s 286 districts have their LOB 
authorization set at 33 percent. The Board of Education retains ultimate approval for annual LOB 
authorization and the overall district mill levy. 

 


