
Andover Board of Education Notes 

Jan. 13, 2020 

 
Good News: Board members recognized the 18 Andover students selected for the KMEA All-State 
Elementary Choir, the most from any single district in the state. Representing Prairie Creek Elementary 
will be Caroline Carter, Aliyah Dickman, Ilham Hemed, Elias Kachelmeier, Cate Killion, Caden Pritchard, 
Abigail Robison, Ethan Shann and Emme Strickland. Representing Robert Martin Elementary will be 
Blake Royse, Brooklyn Waldron, Mallory Wilcox. Kennedy Hayden, Lena McVay, Britlynn Schmidt and 
Zoey Shafer will represent Sunflower Elementary, and Benjamin Walker and Allie Wells will represent 
Wheatland Elementary. 

The board also recognized Ryan Kinnane of Andover High School, the 5A individual cross country 
champion. 

Next, board members honored Stephen Alexander of Andover High School, who was named 5A Girls 
Tennis Coach of the Year by the Kansas Tennis Coaches Association. The Trojans were regional 
champions and took third at state in Coach Alexander’s first year. 

The final recognition of the evening was The Jungle Book, the yearbook of Andover Central High School, 
which received an All-Kansas rating from the Kansas Scholastic Press Association. Adviser Julie Calabro 
and editors Cerah Handsaker and Avery Naipohn were in attendance. 

Bethany Fox, fifth-grade teacher at Cottonwood Elementary School, and student Maia Sternfelt-Dunn 
told board members about their opportunity to participate in STEM activities Starlab at McConnell Air 
Force Base. 

Driver’s Ed fees: Board members approved a decrease in Driver’s Education fees for this year. Fees now 
will be $200 for in-district classroom students, $250 for out-of-district classroom students and $250 for 
online students. 

Bond update: Jeff Hohnbaum of Hutton Construction presented an update on bond-funded construction 
in the district. He said the new Andover High School is getting closer to being fully enclosed, with 
windows and metal panels being installed. Sidewalk and concrete work have begun on the back side of 
the building, and finishes are progressing inside. Block is now complete at the new Meadowlark 
Elementary School, and brick work is progressing. All of the steel for the new Andover Center for 
Advanced Professional Studies is on site. Work also is progressing on the two middle school additions, 
Jaguar Stadium and the new Andover Public Schools Tennis Complex. 

ACMS redesign: Tim Hayden, principal at Andover Central Middle School, and teacher leaders update 
board members on their implementation of redesign changes this year. Their three goals were 
social/emotional wellness; creating balance in everyday lives; and academic preparation for today and 
the future. Changes included the implementation of Central Time to give students time to learn 
social/emotional skills; Exploration Days to learn about careers and skills; student-led conferences; 
second-chance breakfast for students who haven’t eaten breakfast; and more project-based learning. 
More details here. 

https://go.boarddocs.com/ks/usd385/Board.nsf/files/BKMQYJ69403B/$file/January%20BOE%20Presentation%20and%20ACMS%20Data%20Dashboard.pdf


Middle school technology: Brad Niessen, director of technology, Mr. Hayden and Deb Regier, principal 
of Andover Middle School, updated board members on plans to roll out 1:1 Chromebooks beginning in 
the 2020-21 school year. Plans call for sixth-graders to receive new Chromebooks next year, with 
seventh- and eighth-graders using existing Chromebooks. The new devices will allow all students to have 
equal access to technology, allow teachers to infuse technology in a seamless and authentic way, give 
students access to online curriculum and help students learn 21st-century research skills. The program 
will be similar to the 1:1 rollout at the high schools, but students will be required to turn in their 
Chromebooks at the end of the school year. 

New phones: Board members voted to approve $88,081.15 for new hardware, licensing and support at 
new facilities currently under construction (Andover High School, Meadowlark Elementary School, 
Center for Advanced Professional Studies and two middle school additions).  

 


