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The importance of reading with your child. 

 

 

 

 

 

by Scott Bein on November 9, 2017 

Reading to your child changes their academic, emotional, and social development all for the better.  

Research shows that reading to your child develops listening skills, spelling, reading comprehension and 

vocabulary, and establishing essential foundational literacy skills.  Another key benefit of this practice is 

that you teach your child correct pronunciation and meaning of words which improves their vocabulary 

and confidence when reading in front of peers in class. Reading with your child is great time spent with 

them developing those emotional connections our children need to have with their parents. Socially, when 

you read with your child you build confidence and trust in their ability, and most importantly in you Mom 

and Dad.   

This research also indicates that the benefits of reading with your child is not just for our early childhood 

students, and that it extends to students who are reading.  Take time to read aloud to your reading aged 

students.  The main benefit for these students is that they develop a love of reading and learning for the 

entirety of their lives.  They truly become lifelong learners. 

Here are some tips for you.  Read about 15 to 30 minutes before bedtime.  It is a quieter time with the 

distractions of the day mostly forgotten.  Remove all the distractions possible so that this time is special 

for them and you.  When your child takes their turn to read do not be overly critical of their mistakes, 



make a quick suggestion and then encourage them to move on with the selection.  Give them positive 

reinforcement for what they do well. Please do not substitute an older sibling for your presence.  This has 

mixed results in your students growth, and it takes away the bonding time they need with you.   

To summarise I will borrow from the website theconversation.com, “We should continue reading with our 

children until they no longer wish to share reading with us, ensuring that these experiences are enjoyable, 

as they can influence children’s future attitudes toward reading, as well as building their confidence and 

competence as readers. It is worth the effort to find time to share this experience with our children in the 

early years and beyond.” 

Touching Base: 

Drop off and pick up updates.  Please remember that staff is not on duty until 8 am.  This is important, 

because if you bring your student to the school too early, we do not have the staff to effectively monitor 

them for their safety.  Please bring your students at 8 am on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 

Friday.  Wednesday is our late start so drop your student no earlier than 8:30 am.  If you wish to 

pick your student up early or change how they will get home please contact our office by 2:40 pm.  

When picking up your student please wait outside the entryway so that we may easily get our students out 

to you in an orderly and safe manner. 

Thanksgiving feast! 

We are excited to welcome our families joining us on Wednesday November 15th to have a great lunch 

with your student.  Please be patient as our facility will be cramped with all of our visitors.  If you wish to 

check your student out following lunch please do so in the office upon your arrival at the school.  

Remember the cost for our feast for adults is $3.00.   

 

 

Student of the Month Assembly 

Our student of the month assembly will be Thursday the 16th at 9:30am.  We 

are excited to announce our students who show scholarship, citizenship, and 

character!  If your child is one of our honorees your child’s teacher will 

contact you.  We hope to see you here to celebrate our students! 

 

 

Kindergarten service project in full swing! 



Our kindergarten teachers and their students are making hand print place mats for the nursing home to be 

delivered before Thanksgiving.  Mrs. Lomangino stated that their goal is to help our students learn the 

value of giving.  Each student will make a turkey out of their handprint and make a placemat for a 

resident.  What a great project for our students to teach them to give back to their community.  Thank you 

kindergarten team! 

 

Canned food drive 

We have been busy scavenging for cans of food and boxes of goodies to bless our community.  The 

canned food drive has been a great lesson in teaching all of our student the principal of win-win.  Our 

students have had the wonderful opportunity to bless others through gifting this food to bless our 

neighbors, and our community is enriched because of the efforts of our students to make a difference in 

the lives of others.    This is just a small sample of the 2603 items raised by our students here at Mary 

White Elementary.  Be sure to tell your student great job, and that you are proud of them for giving back 

to their community.   

 

 

 

 

 


