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Lesson

6 Subject Complements Reteaching

Name Date

Complements are words or groups of words that complete the meaning or action
of verbs. Subject complements are words that follow linking verbs and describe or
rename the subjects.

Predicate adjectives describe subjects by telling which one, what kind, how much,
or how many.

The plot was ridiculous.
SUBJECT LINKING PREDICATE

VERB ADJECTIVE

Predicate nominatives are nouns or pronouns that rename, identify, or 
define subjects.

This play is a success.
SUBJECT LINKING PREDICATE

VERB NOMINATIVE

Identifying Linking Verbs and Subject Complements
In the following sentences, underline the linking verbs once and the subject
complements twice. On the line, write PA for predicate adjective or PN for
predicate nominative.

1. Our Town by Thornton Wilder was a strange play for its time. ______________

2. At the beginning of the play, the stage is empty. ______________

3. Audiences seemed confused at first. ______________

4. They soon became more accustomed to the bare stage. ______________

5. The characters in the play seem familiar to most audiences. ______________

6. They are similar to people in every small, or big, town. ______________

7. Thornton Wilder was sensitive to the beauty of everyday life. ______________

8. Emily is a young girl in New Hampshire. ______________

9. George is her next-door neighbor. ______________

10. Friends at first, they soon become husband and wife. ______________

11. Emily’s mother and father are kind. ______________

12. George’s father is the town doctor. ______________

13. Grover’s Corners seems peaceful. ______________

14. The people of Grover’s Corners are down-to-earth folks. ______________

15. To some people, the play is unrealistically sweet. ______________

16. To most people, however, the play seems true. ______________

17. Our Town was the winner of the 1938 Pulitzer Prize for drama. ______________

18. It is a favorite choice for amateur theater groups. ______________
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A. Identifying Types of Subject Complements
In each of the following sentences, underline the linking verb once and the subject
complement twice. Then, in the blank, write PN if the subject complement is a
predicate nominative or PA if it is a predicate adjective.

EXAMPLE My high-top sneakers are comfortable. __________

1. The Welsh pony is a small horse used in coal mines. __________

2. Vienna became justly famous for its porcelain and pastries. __________

3. Dick Whittington and his cat are much-loved English folk heroes. __________

4. This stand-up comedian is hilarious. __________

5. The reddest strawberries taste especially sweet. __________

6. Mrs. Rodriguez has become a crossing guard at her son’s school. __________

7. Whispers sound loud in a quiet room. __________

8. My dog’s fur feels smooth against my cheek. __________

9. His latest novel is a story about an international spy ring. __________

10. Stonehenge in England has been a tourist attraction for centuries. __________

B. Using Subject Complements
Complete each sentence below. First, complete it with a predicate nominative;
then complete it with a predicate adjective.

EXAMPLE The play was _______________________.
The play was _______________________.

1. The playwright is _______________________.

The playwright is _______________________.

2. The performance was _______________________.

The performance was _______________________.

3. The pit band for the musical is _______________________.

The pit band for the musical is _______________________.

4. The director is _______________________.

The director is _______________________.

5. The review in the newspaper was _______________________.

The review in the newspaper was _______________________.

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 M
cD

ou
ga

l L
itt

el
l I

nc
.

For use with Pupil’s Edition pp. 49–50 GRAMMAR, USAGE, AND MECHANICS WORKBOOK 41

CHAPTER   2

Lesson

6 Subject Complements More Practice

Name Date

PA

a comedy
unbelievable.
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Lesson

6 Subject Complements Application

Name Date

A. Writing Subject Complements
Rewrite each of the numbered sentences in the passage below with a new subject
complement. Underline your new subject complement. If it is a predicate
nominative, write PN in parentheses after the sentence. If it is a predicate
adjective, write PA.

(1) The dinner last night was a triumph. (2) The appetizers served before
the main course were surprisingly flavorful. (3) The main course was
absolutely delicious. (4) The dessert became an instant favorite. (5) After the
meal, I felt fully satisfied. (6) That restaurant has become the top name on my
list of great restaurants.

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________________________

5. ____________________________________________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________________________________________

B. Writing with Subject Complements
A critic has just seen a play and has written a few quick notes about it. Use his
notes to write six sentences with predicate adjectives for his review. Use words
from the columns below. You may use each word only once, and you must use all
the words. Add other words to make the sentences more interesting.

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________________________

5. ____________________________________________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________________________________________
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Nouns Verbs Adjectives
plot was loud

actors were expensive

stage seemed silly

props sounded uncomfortable

band looked crowded

tickets seemed inappropriate


