
A prepositional phrase consists of a preposition, its object, and any modifiers of
the object.

Have you ever played in a band? (The preposition is in.)

An adjective phrase is a prepositional phrase that modifies a noun or a pronoun. 
It usually tells which one or what kind about the word it modifies.

The band at our school is small. (The phrase modifies band, telling which one.)

An adverb phrase is a prepositional phrase that modifies a verb, an adjective, 
or another adverb. It tells how, when, where, or to what extent about the word 
it modifies.

The conductor motions with a baton. (The phrase modifies motions, telling how.)

A. Identifying Prepositional Phrases
Underline the prepositional phrases in the following sentences.

EXAMPLE There are few string instruments in a band.

1. Gustav Mahler’s Symphony No. 3 is the longest of all symphonies.

2. Claude Monet painted hundreds of pictures of the same water-lily garden.

3. Among the most easily recognized photographs are those of Ansel Adams.

4. Julia Margaret Cameron, a pioneering photographer of the 19th century,
developed new techniques in portrait photography.

5. During his career, Italian sculptor Giovanni Lorenzo Bernini worked for five popes.

6. Computer graphics can be used for research and entertainment.

7. Before the age of five, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart had composed a concerto.

8. Between 1920 and 1937, George Gershwin wrote many songs with his brother.

9. Traditional folk dances originated within farming communities.

10. In the first decades of the 1900s, Russian ballerina Anna Pavlova was dancing
throughout Europe, the Americas, and Asia.

B. Identifying Words Modified by Prepositional Phrases
Underline the prepositional phrase in each of the following sentences. Underline
twice the word it modifies.

1. Many women on this reservation create silver jewelry.

2. During the winter months skiers can enjoy their sport.

3. The world’s first books were made of clay and papyrus.

4. Benjamin Franklin founded the first hospital in the United States.

5. Scotland Yard is the headquarters of the London police force.

6. The game of football originated here.

7. The rhododendrons and the azaleas blossomed at the same time.

8. Behind the counter stood the worried clerk.

9. Some people call Magellan’s voyage the greatest sailing feat in history.

10. These peppers come from Peru.
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CHAPTER   3

Lesson

1 Prepositional Phrases Reteaching

Name Date


