
Every sentence has two basic parts: the subject and the predicate.

The simple subject is the key word or words that tell who or what the sentence is
about. The simple subject does not include modifiers. The simple predicate, or
verb, is the principal word or group of words in the predicate. The verb phrase may
consist of more than one word and may be interrupted by modifiers.

The director explained the upcoming scene.
SIMPLE SIMPLE

SUBJECT PREDICATE

Lisa does not enjoy horror films.
SIMPLE SIMPLE

SUBJECT PREDICATE

Identifying Simple Subjects and Simple Predicates
Underline the simple subject once and the simple predicate twice.

EXAMPLE The actors study their lines for hours.

1. The cinematographer arranges the lighting for a film.

2. Another concern of the cinematographer is the quality of the photography.

3. Color film has been used since the 1940s.

4. Color film can make films more realistic.

5. Computer technology has permitted the colorization of black and white movies.

6. Two filmmakers may approach the same story with totally different results.

7. The advent of sound led to more realistic, less exaggerated acting.

8. In silent movies, subtitles communicated nonvisual information to 
the audience.

9. Today, foreign language movies with English subtitles can provide a similar
experience.

10. Contemporary moviegoers readily accept sound effects as part of a film’s
atmosphere and mood.

11. Engineers must reproduce even the softest sounds accurately.

12. Sound effects are often experienced at a subconscious level.

13. The genre of musicals has been largely an American film phenomenon.

14. Text refers to the words in a script.

15. Subtext refers to the ideas and emotions behind the words in the script.

16. Experienced actors can interpret a single line in the script with a variety 
of emotions.

17. Often the most important scene in a film is the last one.

18. Some movies are filmed on location in exotic places all over the world.

19. Other movies are shot in studios with elaborate sets and lighting techniques.

20. Movie critics have become part of popular culture.

21. Critics’ opinions serve as guides for millions of moviegoers.

22. Films may be adapted from other works of literature.
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CHAPTER   2

Lesson

1 Simple Subjects and Predicates Reteaching

Name Date


