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Lesson

4 Verbs Reteaching

Name Date

A verb is a word used to express an action, a condition, or a state of being.

An action verb expresses a physical or mental action. An action verb that appears
with a direct object (a person or thing that receives the action of the verb) is called
a transitive verb. An action verb without a direct object is an intransitive verb.

A linking verb links the subject of a sentence to a word in the predicate. Some
linking verbs are forms of be, such as am, is, was, and were. Others, such as
appear, become, feel, look, remain, sound, and taste, express conditions. Some
verbs can be either action or linking verbs.

Auxiliary verbs, also called helping verbs, are combined with verbs to form verb

phrases, such as would have been climbing. Some common auxiliary verbs are
forms of be and had, do, might, would, will, must, could, and would.

A. Identifying Verbs
Underline the verb or verb phrase in each sentence. In the space above each verb,
write A if it is an action verb, L if it is a linking verb, or AUX if it is an auxiliary verb. 

1. Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay climbed Mount Everest in 1953.

2. Hillary had been a professional beekeeper.

3. His fellow climber, Norgay, was a Sherpa from Nepal.

4. Tibetans call Mount Everest “The Goddess Mother of the World.”

5. The mountain was named after Sir George Everest, a British surveyor.

6. Mount Everest straddles the border between Nepal and Tibet.

7. Everest towers above every other mountain on the earth.

8. Both Hillary and Norgay used oxygen tanks in the thin mountain air.

9. They could rise at a rate of only one foot per minute.

10. The climbers placed two items at the summit: a gift of chocolate to the
Buddhist gods and a crucifix.

B. Identifying Transitive and Intransitive Verbs
Underline the verb or verb phrase in each sentence. If the verb has a direct object,
underline it twice. On the line, write T for a transitive verb and I for an intransitive verb.

1. The summit loomed in the distance. ________

2. Many artists find inspiration in mountains. ________

3. The mountain casts its shadow over the sleepy town. ________

4. Even the mightiest mountain will erode over time. ________

5. The mountain goat scrambled up the slope. ________
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