
Here are ways to use the hyphen and the apostrophe.

Hyphens Use a hyphen in the following places:

• in compound numbers from twenty-one to ninety-nine;

• in spelled-out fractions, for example, one-third;

• in certain compound nouns, such as mother-in-law, great-grandson;

• in compound adjectives used before (but not after) a noun, such as best-loved;

• in words with the prefixes ex-, self-, great-, half-, and all- and all prefixes used
before proper nouns and proper adjectives, such as pre-Korean War;

• with the suffixes -elect and -style, for example, treasurer-elect;

• when part of a word must be carried over from one line to the next.

Apostrophes Use an apostrophe in the following places.

• To form the possessive of a singular noun or an indefinite pronoun, add an
apostrophe and an s, for example, one sailor’s cap and somebody’s cap.

• To form the possessive of a plural noun that ends in s or es, add only an
apostrophe after the final s, for example, two sailors’ caps.

• To form the possessive of a plural noun that does not end in s, add an
apostrophe and an s, for example, women’s rights.

• To form the possessive of a name that is difficult to pronounce when an
apostrophe and an s are added, add the apostrophe alone, for example,
Euripedes’ poems.

• If the names of two or more persons are used to show joint ownership, have the
last name show possession, for example, Roberto and Kim’s project.

• If the names of two or more persons are used to show separate ownership, give
each name the possessive form, for example, Roberto’s and Kim’s reports.

• Use an apostrophe with an s to form the plurals of letters, numerals, and words
used as words, for example, A’s, 10’s, no’s.

• Use an apostrophe in a date to show the omission of numbers, for example,
winter of ’76.

• Use an apostrophe in a contraction to show the omission of letters, for 
example, couldn’t.

A. Using the Hyphen and the Apostrophe
On the lines, write the correct form of the boldfaced words including hyphens and
apostrophes. If no additional punctuation is needed, write Correct.

1. Wasnt basketball originally played with a peach basket 
instead of a net? _________________

2. Louisa May Alcott wrote the bestselling novel Little Women. _________________

3. The worldrenowned Mexican author Carlos Fuentes published 
his first book, Where the Air Is Clear, in 1958. _________________

4. Local journalists are attending an editors conference. _________________
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CHAPTER   11

Lesson

6 Hyphens and Apostrophes Reteaching

Name Date


