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Lesson

5 Dashes and Parentheses Reteaching

Name Date

Use a dash to show an abrupt break in thought. If the thought continues after the
break, use a second dash.

Last Wednesday—a beautiful day—we visited the art museum.

Use dashes to set off a long explanatory statement that interrupts the main
thought of the sentence.

his painting—a landscape showing sun-drenched white buildings on a mountainside—is
quite famous.

Use a dash to set off an introductory list.

Strawberries, peaches, grapes—I put all these fruits in the salad.

Use parentheses to set off nonessential explanatory material that is loosely related
to the sentence.

he traffic (it was terrible!) kept us from arriving on time.
This class is outstanding. (Three nationally-recognized scholars are guest speakers.)
The train (an old steam engine) pulled out of the station.

Use parentheses to enclose numbers or letters in a list that is part of a sentence.

The coach told us to (1) swim ten laps, (2) tread water for three minutes, and (3) get in line by
the diving board.

In a research paper, use parentheses to identify the source of any quoted or
paraphrased information you use.

“The Greeks thought the world was managed by a multitude of beings, like another human
world in general, but consisting of beings who had different powers from men.” (Rouse, x).

Using Dashes and Parentheses
Insert dashes and parentheses where they belong in the following sentences.

1. That vacation I’ll give you details later was unbelievable!

2. Underline and identify 1 the subject, 2 the verb, and 3 the complement.

3. I’m sure aren’t you? that Marcia will get the job.

4. Andie can’t practice her favorite sports skiing, tennis, and golf because 
of an injury.

5. Giant pandas, peregrine falcons, and Bali leopards these are endangered species.

6. “There is a new spirit abroad among women today” Miller, ix.

7. Lou Gehrig 1903–1941 set the record for consecutive games played.

8. First, let me show you oh, you already know how!

9. The word funambulist tightrope walker has a Latin derivation.

10. Measles, mumps, and whooping cough common childhood illnesses 50 years
ago are now controlled by immunization.

11. Uncle Tom’s Cabin the book that has often been linked with strong abolitionist
feelings before the Civil War was written by Harriet Beecher Stowe.

12. The whale he was so huge! suddenly emerged in front of the ship.
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