
Use a semicolon in the following ways: to separate items in a series if any of the
items contain commas; to separate the independent clauses joined by a conjunction
if either clause already contains commas; to join the independent clauses of a
compound sentence if no coordinating conjunction is used; and before a conjunctive
adverb, or a parenthetical expression, that joins the clauses of a compound sentence.

Dams prevent flooding; provide power to cities, towns, and factories; and supply irrigation
water to farms. 

Hoover Dam, one of the highest dams in the world, was completed in 1936; but it had been
envisioned much earlier.

Hoover Dam was built on the Colorado River; Lake Mead is its reservoir.
It is important to the well-being of the West; in fact, it supplies water all the way to the
Pacific Northwest. 

Use a colon in the following ways: to introduce a list of items; between two
independent clauses when the second clause explains or summarizes the first; and
to introduce a long or formal quotation.

The following dams are also located in the United States: Grand Coulee Dam, Shasta Dam,
and Glen Canyon Dam.

The need for a dam was apparent: the Colorado flooded in the spring and dried to a trickle
during the summer.

A local farmer wrote: “It’s impossible to farm seriously when you cannot be confident of a
steady supply of water for your crops. This situation is intolerable for farmers.”

Also use a colon as in these examples:

Dear Mr. Rogers: 6:15 a.m. Warning: Fire Hazard Genesis 6:9

Do not use a colon after a verb, in the middle of a prepositional phrase, or after
because or as.

Using the Semicolon and Colon
Add the necessary semicolons and colons to the following sentences.

1. The dam consists of three parts the dam itself, the hydroelectric power plant,
and the reservoir.

2. Residents felt the dam was desirable in fact, they thought it was essential.

3. Power generated by Hoover Dam is sent to Los Angeles, California Phoenix,
Arizona and Las Vegas, Nevada.

4. The dam was named for President Hoover he was in office when it was begun.

5. It was officially named Hoover Dam in 1931 however, government
departments began to call it Boulder Dam after Hoover left office.

6. Hoover Dam has been called Hoover Dam, Boulder Dam, and Boulder Canyon
Dam but it has performed its job effectively, no matter what it has been called.

7. Hoover Dam is 725 feet high it is 1,244 feet long.

8. Caution There is a dangerous undertow near the dam.

9. We reached Hoover Dam at 3 30 P.M. and went on the last tour of the day.
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CHAPTER   11

Lesson

4 Semicolons and Colons Reteaching

Name Date


